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ABSTRACT

The purpose of the research paper is to analyze the development of education in
Elbasan Prefecture in 1928-1939, to determine the general condition of schools and
their number, teaching staff, class attendance, etc., as well as to show problems and
achievements in the field of education.

The scientific novelty. This issue has not been considered in the current
historiography, which made it possible for the first time to describe in detail the
educational situation in the Prefecture by level of education and geographical
distribution.

Conclusions. Even though Elbasan was one of the most developed regions of
Albania, the illiteracy rate in the early 20t century reached 90% of the population.
During 1920-1928, the government took some steps to improve the situation in the
field of education but they were insignificant, which was determined by the historical
and political situation, economic problems, social bigotry, and the patriarchal way of
life of an average family.

In 1928-1939, the Albanian government intensified its educational policy, which
manifested itself in the following steps: establishing an educational structure with a
solid foundation for primary and secondary education; training of teaching staff;
improving school curricula at each level of education; improving school
infrastructure; conducting and implementing an awareness-raising policy in the
country to include a female element in education, etc.

The support of the local government, volunteerism, and charity of the wealthy
families of Elbasan became important supporting factors in the development of
education, which was confirmed by the donations of buildings for educational and
cultural needs, financial support, and voluntary help of the residents of Elbasan in the
construction of educational and cultural institutions.

Strong support for education in the Prefecture was provided by local intellectuals
who graduated from schools in Western Europe and beyond. They made an important
contribution both to introducing of a new liberating spirit into the country and to
adapting of school curricula to the needs of the country and the Albanian tradition,
using the best experience of countries such as Austria, Italy, and others.

Keywords: primary education, regular school, educational policy, female
education, Albania, Elbasan, history of education
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AHOTALIA

Memoto docaidrceHHs1 € PO3KPUTH PO3BUTOK OCBiTH y npedekTypi Enbbacan y
1928-1939 pokax, 3’scyBaTH 3arajbHUM CTaH IIKiJ Ta IiX KiJIbKIiCTb, IXHiH
BUKJIQZAIbKUH CKJIaJZ 1 BifgBiAyBaHicTb YpOKIB TOINO, MOKa3aTH MNpPo6GJEeMH Ta
JIOCSITHEHHS B OCBITHIH ranysi.

Haykoea Hosu3Ha. [locTaB/ieHe MUTaHHA HE BUHOCUJIOCA [0 PO3TJIAAY y HasgBHIN
icropiorpadii, mo gas0 MOXJMUBICTH BIeplle AeTaJbHO BiJOGPAa3UTH OCBITHIO
cuTyalito y npedeKkTypi 3a piBHAMU OCBiTH Ta reorpadivyHUM pO3IMOAiIOM.

BucHoeku. He puBnsunch Ha Te, mo EgbbacaH OyB OJHHM i3 HaWGIbII
PO3BHUHEHMX PerioHiB AsbaHii, piBeHb HerpaMoTHOCTi Ha mo4aTky 20 cT. caraB 90%
HacesieHHs. [IpoTsirom 1920-1928 pp. ypsaa poOHUB OKpeMi KPOKH JJisl TOKpallleHHs
cutyalii y coepi ocBiTH, ajie BOHU OyJIM HE3HAYHHMH, 1[0 BU3HAYAJIOCSA iCTOPUKO-
MOJIITUYHOIO CUTYaIli€l0, EKOHOMIYHUMH TPYAHOIIAMHU, CYCHiJIbHUM (paHATHU3MOM i
naTpiapxaJbHUM YKJI3I0M KUTTS MepecidyHoi ciM'i.

Y 1928-1939 pokax asbaHCbKHHM ypsA aKTHUBi3yBaB OCBITHIO MOJITHKY, M0
MpPOABUJIOCA Y HACTYIMHUX KPOKaX: CTBOPEHHS OCBITHBOI CTPYKTYpPU 3 MIIJHOIO
OCHOBOIO [IJI TI04YaTKOBOI Ta CcepeZHbOI OCBITH; MiATOTOBKY YYMUTEJNbCbKUX KaJpiB;
MOKpalleHHs WKIJIbHUX POrpaM Ha KO>XHOMY PiBHI OCBITH; MOKpallleHHS WKiJbHOI
iHQpacTpyKTypH; NpOBENEHHS Ta peasisalilo y KpaiHi HOJITUKA MiJBUILEHHS
MoiHOPMOBAHOCTI AJ1s1 BKJIIOUEHHS KiHOYOTO eJieMeHTa B OCBITY TOLIO.

BaxsiuBUMHU [ONOMDKHUMH (aKTOpaMU y PO3BUTKY OCBITH CTajla MiATpUMKaA
MiCIIEBOTO Ypsi/ly, BOJIOHTEPCTBO Ta GJIaroAilHICTh 3aMOXXHUX ciMed EnbbacaHa, 1m0
MiATBEPAKYETHCSA MOXKEePTBYBAaHHSAMHU OyJiBesib Ha OCBITHI Ta KyJbTYpHI IOTpeOH,
$iHaHCOBOW0 MiATPUMKOI0 Ta AOOPOBIJIBHOI JOMOMOrol0 MelIKaHIB Ejib6acaHy
OyIiBHUIITBY OCBiTHbO-KYJIbTYPHHUX 3aKJ/Ia/IiB.

CuIbHY MiATPUMKY OCBITI y npedeKTypi Hajjanmu iHTesekTyanu 3 EnbbacaHy, ski
3aKiHYMJIM HaBYaHHS y HIKoJIaX KpaiH 3axigHoi €Bponu Ta 3a ii Mexxamu. BoHu
3p06UJIM BaXK/IMBUN BHECOK SIK Y BIPOBA/I>KEHHSI HOBOT'O BU3BOJIBHOIO JIyXy B KpaiHi,
TaK i B aialTalil0 HaBYaJbHUX MPOrpaM MKiJbHUX MPeAMETIB 10 MOTpe6 KpaiHH Ta
a/1I6aHCbKOI TpaAuIlii, BAKOPHUCTOBYIOUH IepeZJOBUH JIOCBi/ TaKHUX KpaiH, 1K ABCTpis,
ITania i iHWKX.

Kaouoei ca06a: moyaTKoBa OCBiTa, 3BUYaiiHa LIK0JIa, OCBITHA NOJITHKA, XKiHOYa
ocBiTa, An6aHis, Eabb6acaH, icTropist ocBiTH
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INTRODUCTION

During the Albanian Parliamentary Republic 1925-1928, it was aimed that education
would be developed quickly and with sound foundations, as it was a vital necessity for
the country in the conditions when 90% of the Albanian society was illiterate.

During the Albanian Monarchy with a new spirit and vision in education, incentive
and developing policies were implemented which of course encountered
implementation difficulties, due to the unfavorable economic and social reality in the
country. The policies aimed at eradicating illiteracy through the development of
primary education; the opening of schools, inclusion of school-age children in them;
provision of teaching staff in schools, etc. It was intended that both the theoretical
knowledge of schooling and the adaptation of theory to practice and vital needs in the
country would serve in educating the generations. Ahmet Zogu was aware that the
only way to develop the country was to educate the Albanian society. The importance
of this process was also evidenced by the magazine ‘Normalisti’, an organ of the
school Normale in Elbasan, emphasizing that education was the main source that
enabled the establishment and development of a country or state in any field:
agriculture, trade, craftsmanship, etc. Education resembles “...a plant, which, as soon
as the winter passed, began to grow and bloom from the sun, sprouting on all sides.
Shouldn’t, than, we nurture and grow this plant, like other countries? We must,
necessarily”! therefore its improvement was a source of progress and required the
efforts and sacrifices of all those who called themselves Albanian.

The purpose of the research paper is to analyze the development of education in
Elbasan Prefecture in 1928-1939, to determine the general condition of schools and
their number, teaching staff, class attendance, etc., as well as to show problems and
achievements in the field of education.

LITERATURE REVIEW AND SOURCES

Education has been one of the fields of study, which has been treated in general by
a number of researchers and historians in Albania during different periods of time.

The attitudes of historians and education researchers, local or foreign, have been
different in the Albanian historiography of the period before and after the 1990s. It is
understood that the period of the years 1945-1990 coincided with the communist
totalitarian government, and as such the interpretive spirit for the period that we
have studied was ideological and not objective. With the new editions of recent times,
ideas are thrown and evaluations are given with an objective spirit for this period in
all aspects, as well as for education in the country (1928-1939). In general, in the
Albanian historiography of different periods, there are no specific topics or studies in
the field of education for Elbasan Prefecture in the years 1928-1939. In this regard,
the authors R.Mita and R.Gjini have published the volume with a summary of
documents?, which has served us as a base of primary sources in relation to the
archival documents that the authors have used as and secondary sources based on
the information of periodicals of the time.

Another work that gives us information about the educational situation in the
years 1925-1928 is the article by R. Mita and E. Balla, entitled ‘Educational situation

1 Softa E. Pak fjalé pér arsimin toné. Normalisti (Elbasan). 1929. Ne 3. P. 2-3.
2 Mita R, Gjini R. Prefektura Elbasan né vitet 1925-1940. Pérmbledhje dokumentesh. Tirane: Maluka,
2015.
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in the Prefecture of Elbasan in the years of the Albanian Parliamentary Republic
1925-1928'3.

For the expansion of information starting from different perspectives regarding
the interpretation of the educational situation in Elbasan Prefecture as part of the
educational situation in the country as well as data on education in the locality of
Elbasan we rely on the authors: S.Dedej4 Sh.Demiri5, K.Dervishié, B.Fischer?,
E.Jacquess, N. Smirnova?, etc.

The primary sources that we researched in the Central State Archives of Albania
are the funds: 271 ‘Elbasan Prefecture’, 188 ‘Central Office of Statistics’, 287 ‘The
Inspectorate of Education in Elbasan’ regarding the data on the number of schools,
teaching staff over the years, the number of pupils for each school year, the
geography of the distribution of schools and the changes that occurred over the years.

Complementary sources that have been used by the authors in this paper are the
periodicals of the time for a comparison of data and to reflect the pathetic spirit
expressed especially in the press of the time regarding educational achievements. As
additional sources, the following were used ‘Album 10 years of the Kingdom 1928-
1938’; newspaper: ‘Arbénia’, ‘Besa’, ‘Drita, Gazeta e Re’, ‘Shekulli i Ri’, the journal
‘Normalisti’ (Elbasan), ‘Official Journal’.

EDUCATIONAL SITUATION IN ELBASAN DURING 1928-1930

In 1928-1930, the educational level of Albanian society was very low, especially
the educational level of women in the country was negligible. At the beginning of the
monarchical government, regarding this educational situation in the country, King
Zog, in an interview given in October 1928 to the ‘Daily Telegraph’ magazine,
explained that: “...we are centuries behind civilized Europe. People are neither able to
write nor read”10.

Through the unfolding of such a picture, it was understood the difficulties that
would be encountered in this direction, but also his determination to be put in charge
of a genuine educational policy for the improvement of the state of education in the
country, especially the schooling of Albanian women. King Zog considered Elbasan to
be the cradle of National Education!l, so the support that politics had to give to
education in this region was implicit by encouraging his means in the area: the
Prefecture Commission and the Education Council in taking measures to improve
education. Of the problems raised in this vital sector, the poor condition of the
existing schools, their absence in many villages, the lack of regular attendance of
pupils at schools, the lack of teachers, the construction of the dormitory in the

3 Mita R, Balla E. Educational Situation in the Prefecture of Elbasan in the Years of the Albanian
Parliamentary Republic 1925-1928. European Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies. 2019. Vol. 5, Ne 1.
P. 54-60. DOI: https://doi.org/10.26417/ejis.v5i2.p54-60

4 Dedej S. Abedin Caushi né gjurmét e tradités elbasanase. Tirané: Onuftri, 1999.

5 Demiri Sh. Histori e shkurtér e trevés sé Elbasanit. Elbasan: Egnatia, 2006.

6 Dervishi K. Historia e shtetit shqiptar 1912-2005. Tirana: Shtepia botuese ‘55’, 2006.

7 Fischer B.]. Mbreti Zog dhe perpjekja per stabilitet ne Shqiperi. Tirané, 1996.

8 Jacques E. Shqiptarét, Historia e popullit shqiptar nga lashtésia deri né ditét e sotme. Tirané: Karte e
Pende, 1995.

9 Smirnova N. Historia e Shqipérisé pérgjaté shekullit XX. Tirané: Ideart, 2004.

10 Fischer B.J. Mbreti Zog... P. 182.

11 Ylberi. Konviksioni i Mbretit pér kulturén e Elbasanit. Gazeta e Re. 1928. 1 Néntor, Ne 1. P. 4.
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province of Dumre with the center in Belsh, etc., were of primary importance!2. The
Council strongly recommended government support, as only through it would “...be
raised the educational prestige of the old and cultural Elbasan, which gave birth and
developed National Education... It is indeed a sin for this city and its district to have
only 27 (primary) schools, the smallest number compared to other prefectures”3,

In the following we present an overview of education in the prefecture in 1928.
The sub-prefecture of Gramsh on July 1, 192914 informed about the existence of the
school of ‘Qender’ with 35 pupils where only 27 continued their education regularly.
The families of 14 pupils were fined 5 gold francs for regular non-attendance of
school by pupils; ‘Grabova e Krishtené with 35 pupils, only 20 attended school
regularly; ‘Mollas’ with 35 pupils and only 20 regular pupils.

In the prefecture, the municipality of Librazhd presented a deep backwardness in
education, which on August 8, 1929, informed that schools were not functioning in
any of its villages, so it required support for the opening of 7 schools in the villages:
Letmi, Dorés, Librazhd, Dragostunjé, Babje, Dardhé and Miraké!s. The lack of schools
had greatly raised the numbers of illiteracy in the municipality and it was even
pointed out with conviction that none of the residents were educated, did not know
how to read and write, nor “..what education means, it’s primitive life, so it was
insisted that the opening of these schools it could help the inhabitants of these areas
to enjoy the brilliant light of learning...”16.

In the sub-prefecture of Peqin, during 1928-1929, problems arose regarding the lack
of: school buildings, teachers and material base, especially in the Plotore school of
Peqin!?. On June 1930, the school directorate addressed to the Ministry of Education
the request for a new school building shared with the Peqin Girls’ School, as the
expenses paid for the rent were unaffordable for the sub-prefecture!8. During the
academic year of 1928-1929, in the efforts made to eradicate illiteracy in the country,
was also ordered the opening of night schools. In 1929, the night school was opened in
Elbasan, considered a priceless gift for the time, for the improvement of the educational
situation and the fight against illiteracy, which was more noted compared to other
prefectures of the country?. Also, the researcher Antonio Baldacci gives us interesting
statistics about Elbasan, he says that 1,629 children attended school this year?2°.

SCHOOLS AND EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM IN 1929-1930

In 1929 Peqin sub-prefecture2! had functional schools in the city of Peqin the
following: in Plotore male and female schools and the village’s schools in: Rrogozhina
(teacher Abdurrahim Biluli), Urucaj (teacher Mehmet Bedalli), Gjuzaj (teacher Ymer
Shengjini). In the area of Librazhd: Bérzezhda boarding school in Qukés with

12 Arkivi Qendror i Shqipérisé (AQSH), Tirané [Central Archive of Albania]. (Tirané: 1938). Fund 271
‘Fondi Prefektura Elbasan’. Dossier 66. P. 3.

13 Ylberi. Konviksioni i Mbretit pér kulturén e Elbasanit. Gazeta e Re. 1928. 1 Néntor, Ne 1. P. 4.
14 Ibidem.

15 AQSH. Komuna e Librazhdit. Tirané: (8 August 1929). Fund 271. Dossier 129.P. 1.

16 AQSH. (Tirané: 1928). Fund 271. Dossier 66. P. 271/3.

17 Ibidem.

18 AQSH. Ministry of Education. (Tirané: 1930). Fund 271. Dossier 117. P. 13.

19 Lajme nga krahinat. Nga Elbasani Durrés. Shekulli i Ri (Durrés). 1929. Ne 160. P. 3.

20 Antonio B. L’albania. Milano, 2022. P. 376.

21 AQSH. (Tirané: 1929). Fund 271. Dossier 17. P. 10.
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principal Hamid Muca and teachers Ibrahim Shingjergji, Shyqri Zenel Hoxha. In the
Gramsh sub-prefecture were the schools of: Center District (teachers Mustafa
Shgerra, Xhemali Balliu); Grabové (teacher Demir Kogi); Mollas (teacher Lazar
Toda)?2. Gramsh’s boarding school with principal Et’hem Biluri, teacher Sulejman
Demiri.

In the District of Elbasan center during the 1929-1930 academic year, education
took place at the primary and secondary level. Normalja school was the secondary
educational institution that provided teachers for primary education in the country.
The school staff in 1929 consisted of: director Aleksandér Xhuvani and teachers:
Anton Deda, Ismail Haxhihyseni, Simon Shuteriqi, Ahmet Gashi, Vasil Qiriako, Kolé
Margjini, Andrea Thanasi, Beniamin Dashi. Head teacher: Sulejman Harri, teacher
Ibrahim Beranis, Hivzi Zega?3 deputy director Ahmet Gashi, professors: Andon Deda,
Ismail H. Hyseni, Simon Shuterigi, Benjamin Dashi, Leblanc, Vasil Andoni, teacher
Andrea Thanasi. Teachers of the training school Sulejman Harri, Karl Ljarja, Vasil
Qirjaku, Ahmet Duhanxhiu24. The Boarding school was an integral and important part
of the Normalja school. The Normalja male school had the teachers: Ahmet Gashi,
Simon Shuteriqi, Ismail Hysejn, Benjamin Dashi, Teki Tela, Halit Narazani, Vasil
Andoni, Leblanc, Murteza Krasta, Sulejman Harri, Karl Ljarja, Fadil Gurmani, Petér
Andoni, Ahmet Duhanxhiu?2s.

The existing elementary schools in Elbasan during the academic year 1929-1930
were:

- Plotore male school?é: director Dhimitér Paparisto and teachers: Mir Papajani,
Mustafa Gjergji, Mustafa Delimeta, Nos Mima, Hajdar Sejdini, Shemsi Karaosmani,
Ismail Xhaja, Zydi Saraci, Azmi QafLeshi.

- Female school: director Parashqevi Nasi and teachers: Agni Todhri, Urania
Thanasi, Afrosina Dodbina, Kristina Shuteriqi, Naxhije Osmani, teacher Fejzulla
Guranjaku?7.

- Agimi male school: director Shaqir Luniku and teachers: Abedin Caushi, Hysni
Stringa, Shefik Narazanizs.

- Shénkolli school: director Rexhep Peza and teachers: Ismail Xhoje, Dhimitér Cipi,
Spiro Ndreco, Ismail Shingjergji, Vasil Llapushi.

- Inspector of schools in Elbasan: Nevruz Starovaz2°.

THE STATE OF EDUCATION AND SCHOOLS OF THE PREFECTURE IN 1931-1935

On June 3, 1931, the Ministry of Education ordered the prefectures in the country
to: submit accurate, detailed data of the educational situation in the territory they
covered, the presence and functioning of schools, school buildings, the number of
classes, the number of pupils in them, children in school-age 6-12 years. The Ministry
distributed similar forms for this purpose in the country30. Based on the data

22 Ibid. P. 10.

23 Ibidem.

24 |bid. Dossier 287. P. 3.

25 Lajme nga krahinat. Nga Elbasani Durrés. Shekulli i Ri (Durrés). 1929. Ne 160. P. 3.
26 AQSH (Tirané: 1929). Fund 271. Dossier 17. P. 14.

27 Ibid. Dossier 287. P. 2.

28 |bid. Dossier 17. P. 9.

29 |bid. Dossier 287. P. 4.

30 AQSH, (Tirané: 1931). Fund 271. Dossier 167. P. 53.
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collected in the prefecture for 1931, the situation appeared as such.

In the Municipality of Librazhd, the educational situation was serious, not only due
to the lack of schools, but also due to the impossibility of schooling, so much so that it
could rightfully be described as the municipality with the largest number of illiterate
population. In the municipality, the school existed only in the village of Librazhd,
since 1931, with two classrooms, but had no teacher and 50 pupils at school-age3!.
Other villages such as: Dragostunja Spathara, Vulgan, Xibraké, Qarrisht, Dardha,
Miraka, Buzgar, Gizavesh, Hotolisht and Kokrevé had no schools32. In some villages,
the school existed as a building, but it was not attended by local children of school-
age, as in the villagess: Zgozhda, Letmit , Doréz, Babje3s.

In the municipality of Shpati i Gjinarit : in Polis village in 1931 there was 1 school
with 2 classrooms, 3 teachers and 30 boys were educated from 70 school-aged
children34; in Valésh village, the school was not functional, despite the fact that there
were 45 school-age children in the area. Residents had expressed their desire to open
a school, but “...civilization in this country is far behind and it is very difficult for them
to get a proper living...”35.

The economic backwardness in the country, in the 1930s, in the rural areas had
diminished the desire for children’s education, since the survival of families
depended on their daily work. The researcher Jacque, Edwin stated in relation to such
a situation that: “Since in most families all the members were forced to work long
hours in the fields, livestock or in small shops, the education of children and youth
seemed like an unnecessary luxury”36. As in the villages of the Elbasan Center District,
influenced by restraining factors such as: religious fanaticism and family patriarchal
mentality in these areas. In the village of Gjinar, the school was not functioning (1
classroom), as the teacher was absent, there were 50 male and female pupils of
school-age. The school was considered necessary for the village and municipality, for
the education of children and the spread of civilization in the area3”.

The municipality of Qukes on July 14, 1931, had in functional condition only the
primary schools of Bérzeshta, Raica and Qukés, where were taught162 pupils. In
Raica village there was a school (3 classrooms) with 40 pupils, out of 60 children of
school age3s. Qukés village reported on June 26, 1931, that there was a school with 2
classrooms and 47 children were continuing their education, out of 57 children of
school-age. The non-participation of girls in schools was observed, due to the lack of
conditions for education. The area appeared backward in terms of customary-
religious and family-social mentality. It was required to send a teacher to the village
for the education of girls3°.

The village of Prrenjas on July 9, 1931 reported that there was an elementary
school with two rooms and three classrooms. The number of school-age children in
the village was 40 males and females, where only 30 attended school. The teacher’s

31 ]bid. P. 24.

32 Ibid. P. 19.

33 Ibid. P. 15.

34 Ibid. P. 51.

35 Ibid. P. 52.

36 Edwin J. Shqiptarét. Tirané: Karté e Pendé, 1995. P. 432.
37 AQSH. (Tirané: 1931). Fund 271. Dossier 167. P. 50.

38 Ibid. P. 47.

39 Ibid. P. 46.
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absence from time to time was a concern#?. The condition of the primary school in
Prrenjas was worrying and according to the data sent to the Ministry of Education on
November 14, 1931, the ceiling of the school was about to fall as a result of the
worsening climate conditions. Oraka village, on July 9, 1931, reported the existence of
a school with 2 classrooms that had not been opened for 12 years, despite the fact
that the village had 20 children of school-age. Oraka village was close to the school of
Kotodesh, and some of the children who wanted to continue school went and got an
education there#l. Skroska village on July 13, 1931 informed that the school had one
room divided into three classrooms, which had not been functioning for 12 years,
despite the fact that there were 40 children of school-age in the village, so the school
was seen as a necessity42. The village of Kotodesh on July 5, 1931 reported the
existence of a school with 4 classrooms closed during the academic year 1930-1931
because the teacher was absent, despite the fact that there were 60 children of
school-age. It was thought that for the year 1931-1932, pupils from Katjel and Oraka
villages could attend classes in this school*3. Bérzeshte village of Qukes Municipality
on July 19, 1931, informed that the Bérzeshte Boarding School, used as a school
building, had a learning hall divided into two parts, a total of 9 classrooms, in which
45 children attended school out of 85 children in it. Remarks also appeared regarding
the incompetence of the current teacher in this school#4. In Katjel village in 1931,
there was one school, which had not been opened for 8 years, as there were no
teachers, while there were 35-40 school-age children in the village. Pishkash village
on July 11, 1931, reported that there was one school with three classrooms to be
attended also by the children of Skroska village4s. The school had been closed for 10
years, while the number of children in the village was 35-40 at school-age.

In the municipality of Zaranika, the overview of education during 1931-1932
appeared miserable. The schools that once existed and functioned were closed and it
was impossible to talk about the education of children there, the exception was the
village of Labinot, which had a functioning school. The village of Bixélla on July 12,
1931, informed that there was a school building with a non-functional classroom?#,
while there were 40-50 school-age children in Bixélle village alone. The village Gur i
Zi on July 19, 1931, informed that the school consisted of a classroom-learning room,
but during the academic year 1931-1932 it was not functional. The number of school-
age male children was 35-4047. In the Labinot village, the school building existed with
2 classrooms and 33 pupils attended school, out of 100-120 children of school-age*s.
The village presented urgent needs for expansion of school infrastructure and
academic staff. In the village Mollagjesh, the school building was new, with
1 classroom and no furniture. The number of school-age pupils was 60-70 children, in
the center alone®.

40 [bid. P. 45.
41]bid. P. 43.
42 bid. P. 42.
43 |bid. P. 41.
44 ]bid. P. 39.
45 [bid. P. 44.
46 [bid. P. 56.
47 Ibid. P. 57.
48 [bid. P. 68.
49 [bid. P. 59.
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On June 22, 1931, the municipality of Cermenika informed that there were no
schools in the villages: Kostejé, Nesté, Prevalé and Lunik. In the village of Neshte there
was no possibility of building a school, while in other villages the situation was
hopeless for the opening of schools, despite the efforts and contributions made by the
population itself. They were unique in the decision to grant a loan of 2,000 gold francs
from the Ministry of Education, in addition to the contribution of the inhabitants of
the Prevalle and Lunik villages for the establishment of a school between the two
villages “...to save people from illiteracy...”s0.

The municipality of Zdrajshé on June 29, 1931 requested the appointment of two
teachers in Shémil and Gurakuq villages, as the number of children left without
education in them was 405 males and females, but also to meet the needs of the
schools. In Floq village, there were not a sufficient number of children of school-age
to enable the opening of the school.

An important support for the normal functioning of education and facing its
problems in the prefecture was also given by the inhabitants in its various areas. With
the donations of the residents of Gramsh, the construction of the boarding school
started in 1928-1929 and in 1931 the construction of the building was completed.
1,400 gold francs were needed to complete the works5l. On January 1931 in the
village of Shtérmen, the efforts of the residents to build a school began, as a
prerequisite for the education of children, accumulating 1,400-1,500 gold francs52.
The teachers of some of the municipal schools, in the prefecture in 1931 were:
Godolesh (teacher Seid Musa), Labinot (Xhemil Tela), Polis i Madh (Ibrahim Zabzuni),
Gjinar (Pjeter Doshi), Shtermen (Pjeter Xhufka), Belsh (Arif Guranjaku and Mustafa
Shqgera), Zdrajshé (Mehmet Gjergjani), Martanesh (Ibrahim Daraci), Qukes (Kostaq
Xhuvani), Rajce (Ramadan Kurti), Godolesh (Rexhep Kurti), Prrenjas (Ali Beqiri),
Rrogozhina (Abdurrahim Beluli), Urucaj (Mehmet Bedalli)>53.

The educational situation in the prefecture during 1930-1932 appeared to be
more stable compared to previous periods, but the problems in this sector were
numerous, especially in lack of: school buildings, academic staff, furniture and funds
as primary in the progress of education. Collecting donations from individuals and
families, for paying rent or building schools and boarding schools, in most cases did
not solve the financial difficulties, which were further deepened by the impact of the
global economic crisis. The requests submitted by the municipalities, based on their
educational needs, remained only on paper.

The educational situation in the prefecture during the year 1932-1933 did not
yield the expected results compared to the previous academic year. On December
1932, the Education Inspectorate reported that the condition of school buildings
presented a delicate and difficult problem to solve, despite the fact that in the
country, education was considered a vital issue for Albanians, especially primary
education as the basis on which the improvement of the social and economic life of
the people depended. The more schools were opened in the prefecture, of course, the
more and faster the light of education would spread in the heart of these people, -

50 Ibid.
51 Ibid.
52 |bid.
53 Ibid.
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said the Elbasan Inspectorate of Education, which “...is more in the hands and will of
the administrative offices than in the hands of the teachers”54.

In 1932 the schools of the Elbasan Center were divided into: schools of the city of
Elbasan: where, in addition to the Sports School, part of the Normalja school, there
were 5 primary schools (two for females and three mixed) and 1 elementary school.
Plotore female school No. 1 had 6 classrooms together with a parallel class, 7 teachers
and 180 pupils. The school building was in urgent need of repairs, but lack of funds
prevented it. Female School No.2 had 4 classrooms, 4 teachers and 120 regular
pupils. The school building was private, rented and 80 gold francs were paid per
month. In the city of Elbasan, there were about 300 girls who continued their studies
in primary school; also in the city there were 400 other girls who were of school-age
and could not attend primary education. The mixed Male School Plotore in Elbasan
had: 14 classrooms, 16 teachers and 506 pupils. The mixed male school ‘Agimi’ in
1932 had 6 classrooms with a parallel, 6 teachers and 200 pupils. The school building
was private, with a rent of 40 gold francs per month. The “Zgjimi’ school consisted of:
5 classrooms, 5 teachers and 160 pupils5s. The school building was private and 100
gold francs were paid per month. The elementary School started its work in 1931
with the initiative of the Catholic nuns in the house of Abdulla bey Tirana, and later in
the house of Baholli5. In the center of the prefecture there were 5 primary schools
and 1 elementary school, with a number of pupils of 1,156 for the academic year
1932-1933 and 38 teachers. The Inspectorate of Education Elbasan reported in 1932,
that 1,000 children of school-age were unschooled in the center of the prefecture, as
many pupils attended school5?. Of the 5 elementary school buildings that the city of
Elbasan had, 3 buildings were private houses, for which the municipality paid 3,500
gold francs per year rent, from 5% of the budget for education.

The following schools functional in the Elbasan Center District in the 1932-1933
academic year. Godolesh village school with 20 male pupils who regularly attended
school. The village had 90 houses and 50 pupils of school-age. The school teacher
constantly expressed concern about the non-attendance of school from girls. The
school building was small based on the number of school-age children. The school of
Labinot village with 100 houses had 60 children of school-age, but only 29 boys
regularly attended classes. The Mollagjesh village school opened in 1932 had 30 male
pupils. The Bishgem village school, was newly opened, but classes had not started yet.
The school of Polis village with 130 houses had 85 children of school-age with only 26
boys continuing their studies regularly. The school of Shtérmen village: the village
had 100 houses and the number of children of school-age was 60, 38 boys and 6 girls
continued their studies regularly. The school building was compared to a cattle stable.
The school of Shtepaj village with 140 houses and the number of children at school-
age 70 boys and girls, 23 boys and four 4 girls attended classes regularly, giving the
best example of improving the educational level of girls through schooling. The Belsh
village school with 150 houses and 100 school-age children, 97 boys continued their
studies regularly, 2 teachers. School of Zdrajshe village with 120 houses and 60
children of school-age, 42 boys attended classes. Martanesh village school with 130

54 AQSH. (Tirana: 1932). Fund 271. Dossier 231. P. 51-53.

55 Trandafili G. Elbasani-Encyclopedia. Elbasan: Elbasan municipality, 2009. P. 538-539.
56 Ibid. P. 26.

57 AQSH. (Tirana: 1932). Fund 271. Dossier 231. P. 51-53.
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houses and 70 children of school-age, 25 boys attended school regularly. The school
of Martanesh, due to its unfavorable physical-geographical position and difficult
climatic conditions during winter, suggested that from December 1st to March 1st to
remain closed. Leten-Zgozhd village school with 200 houses and 80 children of
school-age, 42 boys attended school regularly. The village Perrenja school with about
90 houses, had 60 children of school age. 50 boys and 5 girls attended the school
regularly. The school of Rrajcé village with 110 houses, had 65 children of school-age,
55 boys continued their studies regularly. Godolesh village school: the village had 85
houses and 50 children at compulsory school-age. During the 1932-1933 academic
years, 45 boys attended school. The school of the village Qukes with 180 houses, 80
children of school-age, 42 continued school regularly: 36 boys and 6 girls. Bérzeshte
village school with 180 houses, 65 children were of school-age, 44 boys attended
school regularlyss.

The schools of the sub-prefecture of Peqin center were: Peqin Male Plotore with 5
classrooms, 5 teachers and 122 pupils. The city of Peqin in relation to the number of the
population had 350 children of school age, but the lack of school buildings did not favor
the continuation of primary education by all children, along with other influencing
factors. The building was small and the considerable number of children dictated the
crowding in the classrooms, contradicting the principles of school pedagogy. Peqin’s
female school had 4 classrooms and 3 teachers. The city had 150 girls of school-age
who did not continue school due to the lack of female classes in the school.

The schools of the Municipality of the Center of the Peqin sub-prefecture consisted
of 5 school. The school of the Rrogozhin village, with 150 houses and 70 children of
compulsory school-age, in which 45 boys regularly continued their school. Urucaj
village school with 80 homes and 40 school-age children, 24 boys continued their
education. School of Vrap village: the village had 120 houses and 60 pupils of school-
age, only 30 boys attended school regularly. The school of Mlik village had 80 houses
and estimated 50 children of school-age, but 30 boys attended regularly. Gjuzaj village
school with 45 houses and 50 school-age children, 35 boys continued their studies>°.

In the sub-prefecture of Peqin, in addition to the existence of the Female school, in
which the girls of this sub-prefecture had the opportunity to be educated, in the
village schools there was no possibility of their education during these years, which
was an indicator of illiteracy and pronounced religious fanaticism and patriarchal
family-social mentality existing in this sub-prefecture. Despite government efforts for
inclusion and the opening of mixed schools, which could be seen as acceptable for the
areas closer to the center of the prefectures, there was no question that social
awareness would be absorbed and reflected at the same rate and way in different
areas of the country; in centers or localities; in cities or villages®o.

The schools of the Gramsh sub-prefecture consisted of the primary schools in the
center with 160 houses and 50 children of school-age and 40 boys continued their
education regularly when the weather was stable, while in the conditions of an
unstable weather 25-30 of them, which depended on the distance of the
neighborhoods from center. The village Mollas school opened in 1932, with 70 houses

58 Ibid. P. 53-54.

59 Ibid. P. 57.

60 Kryeziu V., Dugolli B. The Armed Resistance Movement in Kosovo 1918-1928 according to the Albanian
press. Historia i Swiat. 2022. Vol. 11. P. 237-250. DOI: https://doi.org/10.34739 /his.2022.11.14
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and 40 children of school-age, 30 boys continued their school regularly. The village
Grabové e Krishtére school had 2 teachers and counted 110 houses and 80 children of
school-age, of which only 41 boys attended the school compared to the number of 85
in 1931, where 20 were girls. The Shinapremte village school had not been opened
since 1932 due to the delay in the renovation works of the school. The school of
Grabova Muhamedane village with 85 houses and 60 pupils of school-age, 44 boys
and 14 girls continued their studies regularly.

In Elbasan prefecture there were difficulties in opening schools in: Rrasé village,
school of Doras, school in Bixélle and opening of the school in Kukér (Gramsh sub-
prefecture).

Table 1. List of prefecture schools in the municipalities of the center and the
number of pupils in 1932 with 938 pupilsé!

Nr. Village Municipality | Pref/sub-prefecture Male Female
1 | Godolesh Qendér Elbasan 30 -
2 | Shtérmen Shpat II Elbasan 40 -
3 | Belshi Dumre Elbasan 88 -
4 | Quksi Qukeés Elbasan 42 -
5 | Kotodesh Qukeés Elbasan 35 -
6 | Bicaj Qukés Elbasan 51 -
7 | Prenjasi Qukés Elbasan 35 -
8 | Bérzeshta Qukeés Elbasan 60 -
9 | Martaneshi Qukeés Elbasan 47 22
Cermeniké |
10 | Zdrajshi Qukés Elbasan 47 20
Cermenikeé I
11 | Gramshi Gramsh Sub-prefecture Gramsh 50 -
12 | Grabové Gramsh Sub-prefecture Gramsh 106 -
13 | Peqin Qendér Sub-prefecture of Peqin 130 60
14 | Mahmut-Agaj Qendér Sub-prefecture of Peqin 35 -
15 | Rogozhiné Qendér Sub-prefecture of Peqin 40 -
Total 836 102

The state of education during 1933-1934, in the prefecture was at the same level
as in 1932-1933. During the first months of 1933, an attempt was made to open a
school in the villages of Sojnik, Kisht, Soséms? Difficulties in the field of education
were presented by sub-prefectures of Gramsh, Peqin, District of center Elbasan, city
of Elbasan and their municipalities. On January 11, 1933, the Elbasan Education
Inspectorate asked the state institutions to take measures for the needs that
appeared in the administration of education in the prefecture regarding the
renovation of buildings and the construction of new school buildings in Godolesh,
Labinot, Bishgem, Shtérmen, Letém-Zgozhdé, Qukés, Godolesh, Peqin, Rrogozhing,
Mlikes.

During 1933, 37 schools and 131 classes were operating in Elbasan prefecture in

61 AQSH. (Tirana: 1932). Fund 271. Dossier 231. P. 31.
62 [bid. Dossier 329. P. 2.
63 [bid. Dossier 330. P. 3.
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primary educationé4, where were studying 2,189 males and 679 females, in total
2,868. The academic staff of the prefecture consisted of 67 male teachers and 16
female teachers, a total of 83 teachers. In the fight against illiteracy, importance was
given to the opening and attendance of night schools, which in Elbasan were opened
on November 3, 193365, A living proof of the support given to the education and
school in the region of Elbasan was the participation and contribution of the residents
through the provision of financial aid and during 1933 for the construction of schools
in Godolesh®6, Shtérmen, Belshié?, Peqin6s.

ASPECTS OF EDUCATION DEVELOPMENT IN ELBASAN PREFECTURE IN 1934-1939

In 1934, the Elbasan Education Inspectorate informed about the number of pupils’
classes in the primary schools of Elbasan: “Zgjimi’ school had 2 parallel first grades
with 59 pupils, 2 teachers. The second grade had 2 parallels with 24 pupils each and 2
teachers. In total, there were 83 pupils and 4 teachers in both classes. ‘Agimi’ school
had 3 parallel first grades with 90 pupils and 3 teachers, 2 parallel second grades
with about 60 pupils and 2 teachers, so a total of 150 pupils and 5 teachers®®.

Regarding the level of education development in the prefecture, it should be noted
that in 1934 the situation was not good, and there were many difficulties related to:
the lack of the number of teachers in schools, but also in the non-coordination of
work, for a fair distribution of the teaching staff in them; the lack of schools, in some
villages, despite the considerable number of the population in them. State financial
difficulties also appeared in the field of education; even the governmental concept of
economization implied and justified such difficulties in this aspect as well. Problems
were also observed in the male-female ratio attending school, which in these years
was 6:1, as in the case of the Shtepanji school “...according to the data of the month
February, 1934, there were 5 girls and 32 boys in the first two grades...”70.

In the prefecture during the academic year 1934-193574, there existed in primary
education only 2-class schools for Elbasan (there were no 1-class schools),
respectively: male, female and mixed, there were 3 mixed 2-classes schools. In
Gramsh, 2-classes schools, 3 male, 1 mixed; in Peqin there were 2 male 2-classes
schools; there was no school of this order in Qukés. In total, there were 5 male
schools, there were no 2-classes female schools, and 4 were mixed schools. The 3-
classes schools for Elbasan were: 4 male schools; for Gramsh 2 mixed; for Peqin, 2
male schools, so a total of 6 male and 2 mixed schools. The 4-classesschools in
Elbasan had 2 schools; Gramshi: 1 male and 1 mixed; Peqini: 2 male and 1 mixed;
Qukesi: 1 male and 4 mixed, so in total at the prefecture level there were 4 male and 8
mixed schools of this order. There were only 1 female and 3 mixed schools in Elbasan
of the order of 5 classes; in Gramsh there were 2 mixed, while for Peqin and Qukes
there are no data, so a total of 1 female and 5 mixed schools. Elbasan had 4 male
schools, 1 female school and 8 mixed schools (13 in total) of the order of 5 classes;

64 AQSH. (Tirané: 1933). Fund 188 ‘Fondi Zyra Qendrore e Statistikave’. Dossier 2. P. 1.

65 Ibid. Fund 271. Dossier 329.P. 2.

66 Katundi Godolesh vendosi ngrefjen e njé godine shkollore. Besa (Tirané). 1933. 18 Gusht, N2 631. P. 4.
67 Katundi Shtermen caktoj vendin pér ngrefjen e shkollés. Besa (Tirané). 1933. 12 shtator, N2 651. P. 4.
68 Njé inisiativé e lanun né harresé. Besa (Tirané). 1934. 6 prill, Ne 816. P. 4.

69 AQSH. (Tirané: 1934). Fund 287 ‘Fondi Zyra e Inspektorisé Elbasan’. Dossier 10. P. 2-5.

70 Ibid. P. 13-14.

71 AQSH. (Tirané: 1934). Fund 188. Dossier 5. P. 7.
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Gramshi had a total of 10 schools: 4 male and 6 mixed. Peqin had a total of 7 schools:
6 male and 1 mixed. Qukesi had 5 schools: 1 male and 4 mixed. In the prefecture,
during the 1934-1935 academic year, there were about 15 male schools, 1 female
school and 19 mixed schools, so a total of 35 schools according to the order.

The educational staff in the Elbasan Center District in primary schools was: 37
teachers, 27 male and 10 female teachers, in Gramsh 11 male and 1 female teacher, in
Peqin 9 male and 2 female teachers, in Qukés 5 teachers. In the prefecture, all the
teaching staff in schools consisted of 52 male and 13 female teachers, so a total of 65,
the ratio between female and male teachers was 1:472.

The number of pupils enrolled in primary education in Elbasan in the 5 classes
order was 1,099 pupils, 465 female pupils, in total 1,554, of which 1,455 pupils
attended classes regularly: 1,002 males and 453 females.

In Gramsh, the number of pupils enrolled in primary schools was 508 children, of
which 430 male and 78 female pupils, 478 pupils attended primary school regularly:
410 male and 68 female pupils.

In Peqin, the number of pupils enrolled in primary schools was 450: 359 male and
91 female pupils. 376 pupils attended classes regularly: 288 male and 88 female
pupils.

In Qukeés, the number of pupils enrolled in schools was 251 children: 219 male and
32 female pupils, 228 pupils attended school: 201 males and 27 females.

In the prefecture, the number of children enrolled in primary schools was 2,773
pupils: 2,107 male and 666 female pupils. The primary school was attended regularly
by 2,537 pupils: 1,901 males and 636 females.

Regarding the lack of data in elementary schools, it should be noted that there was
no information for the academic year 1934-1935 on a prefectural level?s.

Table 2. Pupils distributed in schools during the years 1934-193574

School for_ Elemen- Pl_o tore Boarding Present Pupils of primary
the academic ta primary school rima school

year ‘34/35 Yy school P Yy
Elbasan
Pupils in 1934 - 36 2 56 14 70 | 2,599 63 3,282
Pupils in 1935 - 36 59 14 73 | 2116 | 669 | 2,785

There were 64 primary teachers in the prefecture during 1935-193675. A total of
35 primary schools operated, 28 male and 7 female, and 2 male boarding schools, in
which 70 teachers, 56 male and 14 female, taught. The number of pupils enrolled in
these schools was: 2,412 males, 896 females, and a total of 3,308 pupils. Separated
according to the structure, the schools were: 8 - 5 classes, 20 - 4 classes, 6 - 3 classes;
1 - 2 classes, 1 class - no school.

Even during 1934, in the fight against illiteracy in the village of Belshi, on

72 Ibidem.

73 Ibidem.

74 Ibid. P. 1-3.

75 AQSH. (Tirané: 1935). Fund 188. Dossier 7. P. 14, 21.
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February 11, 1934, the night school was opened and the number of pupils in 1934
was 20. The opening of this school in this village was quite important because, as its
principal said, the country was completely illiterate’6. Labinot school opened the
night course with 15 pupils?7.

For the academic year 1935/36, there were 2 male, 1 female and 8 mixed schools
in Elbasan, a total of 11 primary schools. Compared to that of a year ago a decrease in
the number of primary schools. The reduction from 13 primary schools to 11 proved
the financial difficulties of the country and the shrinking of the education budget in
Elbasan. In Gramsh sub-prefecture there were 11 schools: 4 male and 7 mixed, 1
more mixed school compared to the 10 schools that existed in 1934-1935. For Peqin,
the data shows 3 male and 3 mixed schools, so 6 schools and 1 school less in relation
to the previous academic year. In Qukés even during the 1935-1936 academic years,
compared to the previous school year, there were no changes in the number of
schools, there were 5 mixed schools.

In the prefecture of Elbasan for the year 1935/36, 33 schools were operating: 9
male, 1 female and 23 mixed. The teaching staff in Elbasan (Center District) had 35
teachers: 24 males and 11 females, Gramshi 15 teachers: 14 males and 1 female,
Peqini 12 teachers: 10 males and 2 females, Qukési 5 males and 5 females, a total of
10 teachers. The decrease in the number of teachers in the Elbasan Center District
from 37 to 35 was the result of the closure of 2 schools, but this was not an indicator
on a prefectural level, in which the educational staff consisted of 72 teachers, 53
males and 19 females. Compared to the previous academic year 1934/35, during the
years 1935-1936 at the prefecture level there was an increase in the number of
teachers, especially in female teachers.

Regarding the number of pupils enrolled in the schools of the prefecture, there
were 2,845 children: 2,093 boys and 752 girls. In the Elbasan Center District, 1,470
pupils were enrolled in schools: 966 males and 504 females. In 1935-1936, Gramshi
registered 564 pupils in the primary schools of the sub-prefecture: 500 males and 64
females. In the sub-prefecture of Peqin, there were 493 pupils enrolled in primary
schools: 371 males and 122 females. Qukés had 318 pupils enrolled in primary
schools, 256 males and 62 females.

In the entire prefecture, the primary education was regularly attended by 2,599
pupils: 1,926 males and 673 females, while the number of pupils enrolled in primary
schools divided by classes was 3,566: 2,360 males and 1,206 females. In Elbasan the
number of pupils in schools who regularly attended primary education was a total of
1,402: 931 males and 471 females, there was an increase in the attendance of primary
schools by the female element, despite the fact that the ratio of male-female
participation in schools was 1:2 in favor of males.

In Gramsh during 1935-1936, the number of pupils enrolled in the primary
schools of the sub-prefecture was 512 pupils: 457 males and 55 females. In Peqin
there were 391 pupils enrolled in primary schools, in the sub-prefecture: 294 males
and 97 females. Qukési had 294 pupils enrolled in the primary schools of the area:
244 males and 50 females. The statistics of the time lack data for a school in Gramsh
and two summer schools in Peqin during the academic years 1935-193678. During

76 AQSH. (Tirané: 1934). Fund 271. Dossier 238. P. 1.
77 1bid. P. 2.
78 AQSH. (Tirané: 1935). Fund 188. Dossier 7. P. 3.
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1935-1936, Elbasan had no elementary school, but 36 primary schools, 56 male
teachers, 13 female teachers (69 in total). Pupils attending primary schools were
2,599 males, 683 females (3,282 in total) and 1 educational inspector??, who partially
covered also the schools of Dibra

The data for the year 1936, regarding the attendance of primary schools by the
children of the Martanesh province, shows non-attendance of schools by the female
element80, Zdrajsh municipality in the first 3 months of 1936 had 1 primary school
with 45 pupils, 4 classes and 1 teachers!. Efforts towards improving education and
increasing the number of schools in the area during 1936 were also made by the
residents of Belsh and Rasa e Sipérmes2,

The educational situation in Elbasan until January 1937 turned out to be
satisfactory, even at the district level, according to press data, it was noted that: “The
district of Elbasan, apart from the Center and Peqin, had only 28 schools that
functioned regularly. There are also two that unfortunately did not function because
they lacked a teacher”8s,

In 1937, in the framework of the 25t Anniversary of Albanian independence, at
the initiative of the Albanian government, the change of the naming of schools began
in the prefecture of Elbasan and in the country under the responsibility of the
Commission for the celebration of the 25th Anniversary of independence. On
September 29, 1937, the Municipality of Gramsh stated that in its region there were 9
schools in: Gramsh Center, Kukur Center, Grabové e Krishténa, Grabové
Muhamedane, Shinepremtes, Sojnik, Kishté, Tunjé, Mollas84. The sub-prefecture of
Peqin sent a list to the 25th Anniversary Celebration Commission for information, a
list of schools in the district of this sub-prefecture, which “...will be baptized with the
names of veterans”ss.

Table 3. The schools of Elbasan prefecture and the changes of their names by the

commissionse
L . The old name of the
Municipality/city school was The new name
City of Elbasan Naim Frashéri Naim Frashéri
Female Drita Aqif Pasha
Agimi Dhaskal Todhri
Zgjimi Emin Haxhiademi
Qemal Baholli Qemal Baholli
Ushtrimore Kostandin Kristoforidhi
Municipality of Center Godolesh BegirPlangarica
School of Shushica Mahmut Hastopalli
79 Ibid. P. 13.
80 AQSH. (Tirané: 1936). Fund 271. Dossier 112. P. 11.
81 Jbid. P. 16.
82 Ibid. P. 26.

83 Arbénia n’Elbasan. Arbénia (Tirané). 1937. 20 Janar, N2 467. P. 4.

84 AQSH. (Tirané: 1937). Fund 271. Dossier 223. P. 5

85 [bid. P. 7.
86 [bid. P. 2-3.
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Municipality of | Martanesh Sheh Hysen Sulova
Cermenikeé |
Municipality of | Zdrajsh Ali Ciftja
Cermeniké I1
Municipality of Dumre Belsh Mahmut Pasha
Rrasé Emin Matraxhiu
Municipality of Krrabé Bishgem Mug Shqiptari
Pajové Tush Pina
Municipality of Librazhd | Letém Hasan Xhani
Dorés Tushi Xhanit
Municipality of Quksi Qukés Ibrahim Pashé Muca
Bérzeshté Halit Bej Caka
Kotodesh Tajar Malziu
Raicés Hoxhé Moglica
Prrenjas Shaban Blloshmi
Pishkash Hajdar Blloshmi

Shpati I municipality: Valshi school - ‘Kostandin Panxhi’; Shpati Il municipality:
Shtepajt school - ‘Loshi Bardhé’; Shtérmeni school - ‘Papa Jorgji’; Municipality of
Zaranika: Labinot school - ‘Hysen Ceka’; Mollagjeshi school - ‘Kamer Sejdini’; District
of Gramsh Klasil Municipality: Gramshi school - ‘Kamo Dyrmyshi’; Mollasi
Municipality: Mollasi school - ‘Xhem Bicoku’; Kukuri Municipality: Kukuri school-
‘Asllan Shahini’; Kishta school - ‘Dervish Sulejmani’; Grabova e Krishten school (A) -
‘Bim Cungu’; Grabova Muslim school (B) - Petér Dodbiba; Shinpremte school - ‘Qazim
Kajanaku’; Sojniku school ‘Bim Rama’; Tunje Municipality: Tunje school - ‘Qamil
Gélgerexhiu’. District of Peqin sub-prefecture: Peqin City School - ‘Demir Pasha’;
Darsis municipality: Hysgjokaj school - ‘Hasan Gjevori’; Gjuzaj school - ‘Kamer Zyma’;
Gjocaj school - ‘Dhimitér Paparistja’; Rrogozhina municipality: Rrogozhina school -
‘Hysen Ballhysa’.

During 1937, there were 2 high schools in Elbasan: Normalja and Qytetsja. With the
initiative of the Inspector of Education of the Elbasan District, with the support of the
people, efforts were started for the establishment of new schools in Gjinar, Valésh, Rraség,
Mollas and Tunjé and the plan for constructing schools in Shmil and Fikas villages.

In the 1937-1938 academic year, Normalja had 20 male and 8 female teachers, while
263 female and 353 male pupils were registered, a total of 616 pupils, of which 350
males and 261 females continued school regularly?’. Efforts were made, not only for the
construction of new school buildings but also for the improvement of their condition.
To turn them into suitable premises that conveyed culture and safety for the learning
children in the case of building the walls of the Peqin Primary School88, new primary
schools were opened in the villages of Gjuzé, Tunjé, Rrasé and Valésh in Elbasans®.

In 1938, under the care and influence of the Albanian Government, steps were
taken in the country in terms of inclusion of the female element in education. The

87 AQSH. (Tirané:1937-1938). Fund 188.Dossier 14. P. 1.

88 Pér ndértimin e mureve té shkollés Fillore té Peqinit. Fletorja Zyrtare (Tirané). 1937. 19 Qershor,
Ne 46. P. 7-8.

89 Informata té ndryshme: 27 shkolla té reja né qarqet. Drita (Tirané). 1938. 5 Janar, Ne 337. P. 4.
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educational situation and the schools in Elbasan in 1938 were presented this way: the
sub-prefecture of Elbasan as primary schools had - Male school no. 1, Male schools
‘Agimi’ and ‘Zgjimi’, Femnore, Female school ‘Qemal Baholli’9°. The following schools
existed in the villages of the Elbasan Center District: Kotodesh, Labinot, Mollagjesh,
Bishgem, Belesh, Shtepan, Shtérmen, Zdrash, Martanesh, Letan, Dorés, Qukés,
Prrenjas, Bérzesht, Godolesh, Rrajcé. In 1938, the prefecture started changing the
foreign names of some villages by government order but also with a team of local
researchers, who named them with Albanian toponyms: Shushicé, Pishkash, Pajovédl.

In the Peqin sub-prefecture there were mixed schools in Peqin and in the villages:
Rrogozhiné, Gjocaj, Hysgjokaj. In the Gramsh sub-prefecture, the schools:
Mashkullore Primary%2 and the schools in the villages: Grabové A, Grabové B,
Shénepremte, Kukér, Kishté, Senasém, Mollas.

During the 1938-1939 academic years, 2 new primary schools were opened in the
Elbasan Center District, in Urugaj and Librazhd. The state of schools compared to
1937-1938, in the prefecture did not appear problematic, while the attendance of
primary schools by pupils remained at the previous levels. Primary education for
1938-1939 in the prefecture was presented as such: Elbasan - 1 elementary school
mixed with 2 sections, with 185 pupils: 102 males and 83 females and 2 teachers,
regularly attended by 127 pupils®3. It was the first of this kind for the city of Elbasan,
opened in 1938 under the name ‘Emin Haxhiademi Shijaku’, with Principal Agnia
Todri. There were 42 primary schools (35 male and 7 female)?94, with a total of pupils
3,932 (males 2,616 and females 1,316) and teaching staff 85 teachers. Courses for
adults were created in 17 sections with 326 pupils. Primary schools were divided into
town’s and village’s, while according to gender into male, female and mixed9.
Together with the teaching staff of elementary school, the teaching staff was 87
teachers, 64 males and 23 females. Elbasan Normalja School in 1938-1939: had 610
registered male pupils and 589 continuing school; registered females were 16,
continued school 15, the total number of pupils was 628 and 604 pupils continued
school. In 1939, there were 677 pupils - 656 males and 21 females9.

In the secondary education during the 1938-1939 academic year, there were only
male pupils in the Elbasan Normalja School: 128 first grades, 44 second grades. The
Labor School in Elbasan functioned for the branches of craftsmen and farmers. The
1st grade had 27 female craftsmen and 33 male farmers, the 2nd grade - 20 female
artisans and 53 male farmers, the 3rd grade - 39 males and 24 females, the 4th grade -
31 males and 12 females, there were no data for the 5th and 6t grade. In all grades of
this school there were 239 pupils - 156 males and 83 females. The teaching staff
consisted of 8 teachers: 7 males and 1 female teacher?? in 1939, the labor school had
197 pupils9s.

90 AQSH. (Tirané: 1937-1938). Fund 188. Dossier 17.P. 7.
91 Ibid.P. 7.

92 Ibid. P. 9.

93 Selanica T. Shqipéria mé 1927. Tirané, 1928. P. 252.

94 AQSH. (Tirané: 1938), Fund 188. Dossier 18. P. 3.

95 Ibid. P. 1.

96 AQSH. (Tirané:1939). Fund 188. Dossier 33. P. 11.

97 Ibid. Dossier 19. P. 6.

98 |bid. Dossier 33.P. 9.
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CONCLUSIONS

Education in Elbasan prefecture (1928-1939) marked achievements in terms of
improving school infrastructure in the establishment of new schools in: Cermenika
municipality II (2)99; Cacabez municipality (2); Shpat Il municipality; in the Peqin
sub-prefecture and Belsh municipality!0. In Gramshi sub-prefecture, several existing
school buildings were renovated in: Qender, Grabové e Krishtené, Mollas, in the
villages: Shtérmen, Shtepaj, Qukés, Bérzesht, Pishkash, Rrajce, Kotodesh, Shelcan,
Godolesh, Shushice, Rrase, Belsh, Valesh, Librazhd, Qarrishte, Bishkem, Pajove,
Martanesh, Labinot, Mollagjesh, Zdrajsh, Kostrenj and the government was asked
tobuild the school in Shénepremte village10t.

Regarding the improvement of the school infrastructure and the promotion of the
attendance of children in schools, the press of the time, among other things,
emphasized with high tones that Elbasan and the villages became an example of
progress in the field of education during these years, it was also appreciated the fact
that the development encouraged by the Elbasan intellectualism “...it follows
naturally from the fact that the people of Elbasan, with few exceptions, continue their
studies until the last grade of the Normalja school, which is also attended by many
girls”102, Education was developed with both the Normalja School and the existing
primary schools. Elbasan philanthropy (for example Ali Agjah Bicakgiut) influenced
the collection of funds for education or donations for buildings schools.
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