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ABSTRACT

The purpose of the research paper is to study the main stages of Azerbaijan
education system’s historical development from the 19th century to the period of
independence by analyzing key educational reforms and their impact in different
eras, including Tsarist Russia, the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic, and various Soviet
periods, emphasizing their contribution to the cultural and intellectual development
of the nation.

The scientific novelty is in the comprehensive analysis of the development of
Azerbaijan education system over several historical periods. Summarizing various
sources and exploring little-known reforms and regional specificities, the complex
relationship between political changes and educational policy is uncovered, bringing
a new perspective on the evolution of the educational landscape of Azerbaijan.

Conclusions. The historical development of the education system in Azerbaijan
has been marked by significant transformations under the influence of various
political, social, and economic changes. Each stage has contributed much to the
evolution of educational policy and infrastructure from the tsarist era to the period of
independence. The tsarist period laid the foundation for secular education, combining
traditional and up-to-date subjects. That era was marked by introducing the Russian
language and culture into the local education system.

The period of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic led to important reforms aimed at
creating a national education system. Establishing Baku State University and supporting
students studying abroad enhanced the nation’s intellectual and cultural growth.

Under Soviet rule, significant progress was made in expanding access to education
and increasing literacy rates. The Soviet emphasis on education led to the
establishment of numerous schools and higher education institutions, although it also
imposed ideological restrictions that affected the content and trends of study programs.

The collapse of the USSR necessitated the creation of a national education system
free from Soviet influence, which laid the foundation for future achievements.

In general, the evolution of the education system in Azerbaijan reflects a complex
interaction of external influences and internal reforms. Each historical period has
contributed to forming a solid educational base, laying the foundation for further
progress after gaining independence. Understanding the history is crucial for assessing
the current state of education in Azerbaijan and planning its future development.

Keywords: Azerbaijani education, historical development, educational reforms,
tsarist era, Soviet period, independence era, Heydar Aliyev
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AHOTALIA

Memoro Hayko80i po60mu € BUBYEHHS] OCHOBHUX €TalliB iCTOPUYHOI'0 PO3BUTKY CUCTEMH
ocBiTH B A3epb6aiipkani 3 19 cT. 0 nepioZly He3aJIEKHOCTI LLJISIXOM aHaJIi3y KJI04Y0Bi OCBiTHI
pedopMu Ta ixHii BIJIMB y Di3Hi emnoxy, BKJYAYU IApcbKy Pocilo, A3epbalipKaHCbKYy
JemokpaTtuyHy Pecny6uiky Ta pi3Hi pajsHCcbki mepiofu, miKpecso4u iXHIidH BHECOK y
KyJIbTYPHUH Ta iIHTeJIeKTyaJIbHUM PO3BUTOK Hallil.

Hoeu3Ha Haykoeoi po6omu 1oJisirae y Bce6iYHOMY aHaJli3i pO3BUTKY a3epOai[KaHCbKOI
CUCTEMHU OCBITH NPOTATOM KiJIbKOX iCTOPUYHUX MepioAiB. Y3arajbHIOIYM pi3HOMaHIiTHI
JoKepesa Ta JOCJiDKYIO4YM MasoBifioMi pedopMu Ta perioHasbHy cnenudiky, po3KpUTO
CKJIaJHUH B3a€MO3B’I30K MiXK MOJITUYHHMH 3MiHAaMM U OCBiTHBOIO IOJIITUKOIO, BHOCSYH
HOBUH IOIJISI/ HA €BOJIOLiI0 OCBITHBOTO JlaHAA(TY A3epbalipKaHy.

BucHogKku. IcTopyudHMI PO3BUTOK CHUCTEMH OCBIiTH B A3sepbaikaHi OyB Big3HaueHUH
3HAaYHUMHU TpaHCPopMalliIMU IiJ] BIVIMBOM Pi3HUX MOJIITHYHHUX i COIia/IbHO-eKOHOMIYHUX
3MiH. Bif napcekoi emoxu o mnepiofy He3aseXKHOCTI KOXXeH eTal BHIC CBid BHECOK B
€BOJIIOLII0 OCBITHBOI MOJITHUKM U iHOpacTpyKTypu. Y napcbkuil nepion 6yJio 3aKJaJeHO
OCHOBY CBITCBKOI OCBIiTH, fIKa NO€JHYBaJa TpaAuLiWHI Ta cy4acHi npeametu. lla emnoxa
03HaMeHyBaJlacd yIpoBaKEHHAM POCiHCbKOI MOBM Ta KyJIbTYPU B CUCTEMY MiCL|€BOI OCBITH.

[lepion icHyBaHHs1 A3ep6aiipkaHcbkoi JleMokpaTuuHol Pecny6utiky Mpu3BiB /10 BaXKJIMBUX
pedopmM, cripssMOBaHMX Ha CTBOPEHHS HallioHaIbHOI cucTeMHU OcBiTH. CTBOpeHHs1 bBakMHCbKOTO
Jlep>KaBHOI'0 YHiBepCUTETY Ta MiATPUMKA CTYJEHTIB, AKi HABYAlOTbCA 32 KOPZOHOM, Bifirpaau
KJIIOYOBY POJIb Y IOCUJIEHH] IHTe/IeKTyaJIbHOI'0 Ta KyJIbTYPHOI'0 3pOCTaHHA Hauil.

3a paJsgHCBKOI Bjau 6yJI0 JOCATHYTO 3HAYHUX YCHiXiB ¥ PO3LIMPEHHI JOCTYITY 10 OCBITH
Ta NiJBUIIEHHI PiBHA TIPaMOTHOCTi. AKLEHT paJsHCbKOI BJIaJJd Ha OCBITI MpPHU3BIB [0
CTBOPEHHA 4YMCJEHHMX WIKIJ | BUIIMX HaBYaJbHUX 3aKJaJiB, XO04a BiH TaKOX HaKJaB
ifeonoriyHi o6MexeHHs, IKi BIUIMHYJIM Ha 3MICT i HAampsIMOK OCBIiTHiX MpOrpaM.

Posnazg CPCP 3yMOBUB HeOOXiZHICTb CTBOPEHHS HAl[iOHAJIBHOI CUCTEMH OCBiTH, BibHOI
BiJ pa/iTHCHKOTO BILJIMBY, sIKa CTBOPHJIA OCHOBY /151 MAWOYTHIX JOCATHEHD.

Ha 3aBepuieHHs, eBOJIIOLi CUCTEMU OCBITH B A3epbaii/pkaHi BifoOpakae CKJIAAHY
B3aEMO/IiI0 30BHIIIHIX BIUIMBIB i BHyTpimHix pedopm. KoxkeHn ictopuuHuil nepios cupusis
¢dopMyBaHHI0O MinHOI OCBiTHBOI 6a3H, 3aKJIaJAI0UYM OCHOBY /Jis NMOJAJBIIOrO MpOrpecy B
eroxy IicJisl 3100y TTA He3aexXHOCTi. Po3yMiHHA wi€l icTopii Mae BupiulaibHe 3HAYEHHS AJ151
OILIiHKM Cy4acHOI'0 CTaHy OCBiTH B A3epbaiipkaHi Ta maHyBaHHs il MallGyTHbOT'O PO3BUTKY.

Kawuoei caoea: azepbaiipkaHcbKa OCBiTa, iCTOpUYHUM PO3BUTOK, OCBITHI pedopmy,
1apcbKa f06a, paggHCbKUH nepio, 1o6a He3anexxHOCTi, ['efigap AstieB

INTRODUCTION

The main focus of this article is to examine the historical development’ stages of
the education system in Azerbaijan, spanning from the 19t century to the period of
independence. This comprehensive analysis will shed light on the significant
transformations and reforms that have shaped the educational landscape of
Azerbaijan over different historical periods.
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The purpose of this research paper is to analyze the educational policies and
reforms implemented during different historical periods in Azerbaijan and to discuss
the impact of these reforms on the educational infrastructure and the quality of
education. The author provides a detailed account of the various educational reforms
and developments that occurred during key periods such as the Tsarist Russia era,
the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic, the early Soviet period, the post-World War Il
era, the leadership of Heydar Aliyev, and the late Soviet authority. By examining these
stages, the paper aims to highlight the evolution of the education system in
Azerbaijan and its impact on the nation’s cultural and intellectual growth.

The study is based on a thorough examination of historical documents, archival
records, government reports, and previous research studies. These sources provide
detailed accounts of the educational reforms and policies implemented during
various historical periods. This study will provide valuable insights into the historical
development of Azerbaijan’s education system, contributing to a better
understanding of its current state and future prospects.

LITERATURE REVIEW

This literature review examines key works that contribute to understanding the
historical development of the education system in Azerbaijan. Misir Mardanov’s
multi-volume ‘History of Azerbaijan Education’ is a crucial resource, documenting
educational evolution through Tsarist, Soviet, and post-independence periods with
extensive use of archival records and primary sources?.

The two-volume encyclopaedia on the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic (ADR)
provides an in-depth look at the ADR period (1918-1920), highlighting significant
educational reforms and the establishment of Baku State University2.

The ‘History of Azerbaijan’ edited by Mahmud Ismailov and Nigar Maxwell’s offers
a broad historical overview, emphasizing the interplay between political changes and
educational policies across different eras, including the Tsarist and Soviet periods3.

Konul Vagifgizi’s ‘Educational History of Karabakh’ explores the unique
educational challenges and developments in the Karabakh region4, while Adalat
Mammadov’s ‘Educational History of Shamakhi’ traces the evolution of education in
Shamakhi, from traditional madrasas to modern schools>.

These foundational studies provide a comprehensive framework for
understanding Azerbaijani education, highlighting the interplay of political, cultural,
and social factors. They emphasize the importance of considering both national
trends and regional specificities in the historiography of Azerbaijani education.

THE PERIOD OF TSARIST RUSSIA (1828-1918)

Following the Treaty of Turkmenchay in 1828, which concluded hostilities
between Persia and Russia, Azerbaijan was incorporated into the Russian Empire.
This significant geopolitical realignment precipitated profound changes in the
region’s educational framework. The Russian authorities undertook a systematic

1 Mardanov M. Azarbaycan tahsil tarixi. Baki: Tahsil, 2022.

2 Mahmudov Y. (Ed.) Azarbaycan Xalq Climhuriyyati ensiklopediyasi. Baki: Sarq-Qarb, 2014.
3 [smayilov M., Maksvell N. (Eds.). Azerbaycan tarixi. Baki: ElIm, 2008.

4 Vaqifqizi K. Qarabagin tohsil tarixi. Baki: Orxan NPM, 2021.

5 Mammadov 9. Samaxi - tahsil tarixi. Baki: Zerdabi LTD, 2009.
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integration of Azerbaijan into their imperial educational system, fundamentally
transforming local educational institutions. Traditional centers of learning, such as
madrassahs and maktabs, began to coexist with newly established secular schools
instituted by the Russian administrationé. These secular institutions were designed to
propagate the Russian language and culture, while simultaneously introducing
modern subjects such as science and mathematics’. This period marked the inception
of a complex and often contentious transformation of Azerbaijan’s educational
system, establishing the foundational groundwork for subsequent developments in
the ensuing decades.

Following the occupation of Azerbaijan by Tsarist Russia in 1828, educational
reforms became imperative. General A.P. Yermolov’s proposal initiated this process,
which aimed to familiarize the local population with the Russian language and
cultures. On August 2, 1829, the first charter for schools in the South Caucasus was
approved. This charter facilitated the establishment of emergency schools, which laid
the foundation for secular education in Azerbaijan®. Admiral Mordvinov’s appeal to
the central government on June 19, 1816, is particularly illustrative of this approach.
He asserted: “It is impossible to subjugate such peoples indefinitely through military
force alone. In comparison to an educated populace, to govern an illiterate and
ignorant people, it is essential to provide them with what they perceive as necessary.
We must create new aspirations, needs, and customs among these people, and align
them with our own perspectives, tastes, and requirements. Primarily, we must
establish our schools in the cities of the South Caucasus. By doing so, we will not only
secure their friendship but also access vast wealth that our bayonets and cannons
could never reach. Spending a thousand manats on education will save millions
otherwise spent on border protection and maintaining a large military presence”19.

In 1829, under the initiative of General Paskevich, the first project for
Transcaucasian schools was developed. Count Paskevich expressed his commitment
to advancing public education in the region in a letter to the Russian Minister of
Finance, Prince Lieven: “Since 1 am eager to support public education in the
Transcaucasian country under my administration, I gladly undertake the role of
guardian for the educational institutions here and will strive to achieve the objectives
set forth by the government”11.

The establishment of schools in Azerbaijan during the 19t century was primarily
focused on education and the dissemination of the Russian language. In the early
1830s, gazal? schools began operating in various cities, including Baku, Ganja,
Nakhchivan, Lankaran, and Shamakhi. The curriculum in these schools included
subjects such as Sharia, recitation, husn-i khat (calligraphy), arithmetic, the Russian

6 Salamzada K. Rusya ve Azerbaycan egitim sistemlerinin karsilastirmali analizi. Canakkale: Onsekiz Mart
Universitesi, 2023. P. 9.

7 Mammadov J. Bagimsizhk sonrasi Azerbaycan egitim sistemindeki degisim ve gelismeler. istanbul:
istanbul Universitesi, 2008. P. 12.

8 Mahmud I. Istoriya Azerbaydjana. Baku: Azerneshr, 1995.P. 77.

9 Ibid. P. 78.

10 [smayilov R. Azarbaycan tarixi. Baki: Azarbaycan Xalq Maarif Komissarhgi, 1923. P. 127.

11 Mardanov M. Azarbaycanin tahsil tarixi. I cild. Baki: “Tahsil’ nagriyyati, 2011.

12 Gaza is an administrative territorial unit of the 2nd degree applied in the administrative territory
division in the Russian Empire since 1775.
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language, and the local Azerbaijani language!3. In 1833, the Ganja Gaza School was
established, holding special significance as the first public school in Azerbaijan. This
school, housed in a dedicated building funded by the state, accommodated children of
various nationalities alongside Azerbaijani students, marking a pivotal development
in the region’s educational history4.

During the 1850s, additional elementary schools were founded in regions such as
Guba, Ordubad, and Lankaran?®. In 1860, an elementary school was also established
in Zagatala. The formation of these schools and the inclusion of Azerbaijani children
represented a significant progressive movement. Prominent Azerbaijani intellectuals
and educators, including M.F. Akhundov and H.Zardabi, received their initial
education in these institutions?e.

Alongside the early village schools, which offered one or two classes and provided
three to five years of education, literacy schools began to emerge in rural areas,
contrasting with traditional religious schools. These literacy schools, which focused
solely on basic literacy, were the nascent form of national educational institutions,
despite their initially superficial curricula. The first literacy schools in Azerbaijan
were predominantly established in villages within the Yelizavetpol (Ganja)
governorate. The curriculum in these schools comprised Sharia, the mother tongue,
Russian, arithmetic, and calligraphy, with arithmetic and calligraphy being taught in
Russian. The teaching staff typically consisted of two individuals: one science teacher
responsible for secular subjects and another for Sharia instruction. Science teachers
were often graduates of teacher’s seminaries, while Sharia and occasionally mother
tongue teachers were local intellectuals with spiritual education??.

General Sipyagin recognized the local population’s enthusiasm for education and
underscored the significance of schools in transforming people’s lives. Sipyagin, who
visited several cities in Azerbaijan, observed the local population’s inclination
towards attending secular schools. He wrote: “They are fond of reading, and when I
was in Shusha, [ was fascinated to see so many children of the Mohammedan religion
engaged in learning the German language under the direction of the Basle
missionaries, residing there with the Government’s permission”8. The local
communities actively supported the establishment of these schools. For instance, in
1828, the residents of Shamakhi raised funds for constructing a school building, a
movement that subsequently gained traction in other cities. Each school was staffed
with two teachers: one appointed by the director of Transcaucasian schools, and the
other responsible for teaching Sharia and the Azerbaijani language?°.

Analyzing it, it is possible to note that the Gaza schools marked the onset of a new
era in Azerbaijan’s education system. In 1835, following the approval of a new charter
for Transcaucasian schools, the Ganja Gaza school expanded to include three classes
and introduced new subjects into its curriculum. By 1869, among the 18 graduates
from 13 emergency schools in Transcaucasia, a significant number were from the

13 Mardanov M. Azarbaycanin tahsil tarixi...

14 Veysalova V. XIX-XX asrin avvallorinde Gancabasar boélgasinda maarif va elm. ‘Geostrategiya’ jurnali.
2019. Ne 3 (51). URL: https://www.geostrategiva.az/news.php?id=27

15 9hmadov H.M. XIX asr Azarbaycan maktabi. Baki: Maarif, 2000.

16 Ibidem.

17 Mardanov M. Azarbaycanin tahsil tarixi...

18 Ibid. P. 54.

19 Ibid. P. 55.
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Ganja Gaza School. Over time, these schools evolved into urban schools, continuing to
expand in the late 19t and early 20t centuries. The initiation of educational reforms
in Azerbaijan and the establishment of emergency schools were pivotal in the
development of the country’s education system. These schools not only elevated the
educational level of the local population but also played a crucial role in promoting
the Russian language and culture.

Another significant progress in Azerbaijan’s education system emerged towards
the end of the 19th century with the establishment of the Empress Alexandra Russo-
Muslim Girls’ School. This landmark event took place in Baku in 1901, initiated and
supported by Haji Zeynalabdin Taghiyev20. As the first secular girls’ school in the
Muslim East, it heralded a new era for women’s education. The primary goal of the
school was to elevate the educational level of Azerbaijani women, empowering them
to become more active members of society. The process of establishing the school,
which began in 1896, encountered numerous challenges. Taghiyev commissioned
architect Goslavsky to design the school building, which was constructed between
1898 and 190021,

The school’s opening in 1901 was a momentous social event, with the entire city
population gathering to witness it. The ‘Kaspi’ newspaper vividly described the event:
“The beautiful building on Nikolaevski Street was adorned with flags. At noon, the large
hall on the second floor was filled with guests and prominent nobles of the city. Following
speeches about the school’s construction, various performances were held. The choir of
girls who would study at the school performed several Azerbaijani songs. Subsequently,
congratulatory telegrams sent to the school were read aloud. One such message, read by
Alimardan bey and signed by Hasan bey, proclaimed: ‘Long live Zeynalabdin!""22.

This event marked a significant milestone in the development of education in
Azerbaijan, particularly in advancing women’s educational opportunities. Among the
subjects taught at the Empress Alexandra Russo-Muslim Girls’ School were Russian
language, Azerbaijani language, religion, arithmetic, handicrafts, and home
economics. The curriculum thoughtfully integrated traditional values with European
modernism, accommodating the expectations of Muslim families. Girls commenced
their education at the age of seven and studied for four years. Although the initial
plan was to admit 50 students, the number of enrolees increased over time. The
establishment of the school faced significant opposition from the local clergy, who
deemed it religiously inappropriate for girls to receive formal education. Despite this
resistance, Taghiyev and his supporters successfully ensured the school’s operation23.

The school’s activities resulted in a substantial number of Azerbaijani girls
receiving education and actively participating in various societal fields. Among its
graduates were women who played pivotal roles in the progress of Azerbaijan. The
school later evolved into a girls’ seminary, extending the education system to six
years. During the period of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic, this tradition was

20 Haji Zeynalabdin Taghiyev is an Azerbaijani philanthropist. His charity activities in the fields of
education, art and health played a major role in the social progress of Baku at the beginning of the
20th century.

21 Stileymanov M. Azarbaycan milyongulari: Haci Zeynalabdin Tagiyev. Baki: Ganclik, 1996.

22 Cavadov C. Azarbaycanda xeyriyyacilik harakati: (XIX asrin sonu va XX asrda). Baki: Elm, 1999. P. 97.

23 Narimanoglu M. Miisalman Sarqinda ilk diinysvi qizlar maktabi Bakida acilib. ‘Azarbaycan’ qazeti.
2019. 22 sentyabr. P. 6.
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upheld, with special emphasis on women’s education24. The Empress Alexandra
Russo-Muslim Girls’ School holds a distinguished place in Azerbaijan’s educational
history, empowering women through education and enabling them to play more
active roles in society. This institution was a crucial step in the development of
secular education in the country and had a profound impact on Azerbaijan's
educational system.

THE PERIOD OF AZERBAIJAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC (1918-1920)

The Azerbaijan Democratic Republic (ADR) was established in Thbilisi on May 28, 1918,
becoming the first parliamentary republic in the Muslim East. During its brief existence, the
ADR implemented significant reforms in national state-building and education.

On June 30, 1918, the ADR government established the Ministry of Public
Education, focusing on opening new schools and restoring existing ones. Emphasis
was placed on creating a national education system, with various measures taken to
achieve this goal. On June 27, 1918, the ADR government declared Azerbaijani the
state language, mandating that all primary schools conduct instruction in the mother
tongue. The Turkish language was also made a compulsory and reinforced subject. In
primary classes, one teacher often taught multiple subjects, and physical education,
singing, labor lessons, sewing, and other handicrafts were deemed essential
components of the curriculum. To support this initiative, the Ministry of Public
Education allocated 150,000 rubles from a 20 million roubles fund for the
preparation of textbooks?25,

In 1919, the ADR government founded Baku State University (BSU), establishing
faculties of history-philology, physics-mathematics, law, and medicine. This was a
crucial step in training national personnel and advancing scientific development. The
establishment of these educational institutions and reforms marked a significant
advancement in the national education system, contributing to the intellectual and
cultural growth of the newly independent Azerbaijan2e.

The ADR government prioritized the social protection of teachers and students.
Teachers’ salaries were increased multiple times, and they received both monetary
and food assistance. Additionally, students from impoverished families were
supported, with the state covering their educational expenses?’.

The educational reforms implemented by the ADR had a significant impact in a
short period. The establishment of a national education system, the training of highly
educated personnel, and the social protection policies represented a pivotal stage in
Azerbaijan’s educational history. These reforms significantly contributed to the
country’s cultural and intellectual advancement. The ADR’s education policies laid the
foundation for the development of national consciousness and the future progress of
Azerbaijan2s,

The ADR government took significant strides in the field of education within a

24 Mustafayeva S. Miisalman sarqinda ilk qizlar maktabi, yaxud maarif ugrunda miicadile (Arxiv
materiallan asasinda). dlyazmalar yanmir/AMEA, M. Fiizuli adina 9lyazmalar Institutu. 2019. Ne 2 (9).
P. 247.

25 Valiyev N. AXC-nin ordu quruculugu ve tahsil siyasati. Olaylar. 2018. 5-7 may. P. 11-12.

26 9hmoadova F. Azarbaycan Dariilfiinunun tagkili: parlament iclaslarindan tarixi reportaj: Baki Dovlat
Universiteti-95. Azarbaycan. 2014. 18 sentyabr. P. 5.

27 Aliyev S. Azerbaycan Halk Cumhuriyeti'nin kurulusu. Artvin: Goruh Universitesi, 2024.

28 Nasibzada N. Azarbaycan Demokratik Respublikasi. Baki, 1990. P. 65.
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short period, notably by providing financial support for 100 Azerbaijani students to
study abroad. These students were to receive higher education in various countries
and return to serve their homeland. Initially, a monthly scholarship of 300 francs was
allocated for each student, which was later increased to 400 francs?°.

In 1919, the ADR government made a landmark decision to send 100 students to
European universities at the state’s expense. In July 1919, the ADR parliament
approved the allocation of 7 million roubles from the state budget for this purpose.
Upon completing their studies, these students were required to work in Azerbaijan’s
civil service for four years. The selection process prioritized talented young
individuals from impoverished families. The first group of students departed from
Baku in January 1920, travelling via the Baku-Tbilisi-Batumi route to Istanbul, then to
Rome, and finally to Paris. Despite encountering various challenges during their
studies, many of these students successfully completed their education and returned
home3o.

Following the fall of the ADR, students abroad faced severe financial hardships.
Some had to undertake hard labour to continue their education, while others were
imprisoned. Nevertheless, some students managed to return to Azerbaijan and
occupied significant positions in various fields. In the 1930s, many of the returning
students faced persecution. Some were arrested and repressed on charges of
‘espionage’. Despite these adversities, these students played a crucial role in
Azerbaijan’s educational and cultural history. Their contributions set a precedent for
future generations. The initiative of sending students abroad during the ADR era
significantly elevated Azerbaijan’s intellectual level. Their dedication and efforts were
instrumental in the country’s scientific and cultural development31.

THE PERIOD OF THE EARLY SOVIET AUTHORITY (1920-1940)

The establishment of the Soviet state in Azerbaijan in 1920 completely changed
the education system. Following the overthrow of the Azerbaijan Democratic
Republic in 1920 and the subsequent rise to power of the Bolsheviks, Azerbaijan
witnessed significant changes in its education system. The new Soviet regime
prioritized education, implementing large-scale reforms aimed at transforming the
sector.

The Soviet authorities viewed educational development as a top priority. A decree
issued on May 10, 1920, outlined the intention to replace the “old, ugly bourgeois
schools” with polytechnic schools that offered comprehensive professional
education32. According to the ‘Regulation on Unified Labor Schools in the Azerbaijan
SSR’ dated May 26, 1920, the new Soviet schools were organized into two levels: a
five-year course for children aged 8-13 and a four-year course for those aged 13-1733.

One of the critical challenges faced was the shortage of teaching staff. In response,
short-term pedagogical courses were initiated in October 1920 in various districts,

29 Ibid. P. 66.

30 Sadiqova S., Hasanli-Qaribova S. Azarbaycan Xalq Ciimhuriyyati ve milli adabidilin inkisaf tarixi (1918-
2018). Baki: ‘Avropa’ nasriyyati, 2018.

31 Hacibayramli N. Bolsevik isgali va miibarizemiz. Baki: Qanun, 2020. P. 35-36.

32 Azarbaycan SSR Nazirloer Sovetinin islar idarasi. Azerbaycan Sovet Sosialist Respublikasi Hékumati
Qorarlari kiilliyyati. Baki, 1937.

33 AzSSR Xalq Maarif Komissarhgl. AzZSSR-nin ibtidai, natamam orta va orta maktablarindas daxili intizam
qaydalar1. Baki: Azarnasr, 1937.
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including Baku, Sabunchu, Shusha, Gazakh, Nukha, and Ganja. By 1921, the number of
these courses had increased to 40, and one-year higher pedagogical courses were also
established. By 1923, eight teachers’ seminaries with 2,064 students were operating
in Azerbaijan3+.

The expansion of the school system was rapid. In 1924, Azerbaijan had 990 first-
class schools with 90,587 students and 2,987 teachers, and 37 second-class schools
with 4,736 students and 307 teachers35. By 1925, there were 1,303 schools serving
129,000 students. The growth continued, and by 1928, there were 1,378 first-class
schools with 139,294 students and 4,161 teachers, and 35 second-class schools with
10,222 students and 557 teachers3s.

During the 1920s and 1930s, the Azerbaijan SSR experienced significant
transformations in the field of education. One of the foremost initiatives was the
abolition of illiteracy. The first literacy courses, known as ‘likbez’, were established in
1923. By 1926, 25% of the population had achieved literacy, and this figure rose to
51% by 1933. In the mid-1930s, a nationwide campaign to eradicate illiteracy was
launched, marked by the issuance of the ‘Five Years of Literacy Bond’3”.

Higher education also saw considerable advancements. Baku University, known as
Azerbaijan State University from 1922 to 1989, introduced faculties in medicine,
history, physics, mathematics, oriental studies, pedagogy, and law. Additionally,
several specialized institutions were founded: the Azerbaijan State Pedagogical
Institute in 1921, the Women’s Preschool Education Institute in 1924, the Azerbaijan
Polytechnic Institute, and the Baku Music Academy. In 1929, the Azerbaijan
Agricultural Institute commenced operations in Ganja.

Labor faculties, or ‘rabfacs’, were another significant development. These were
established in Baku in 1920 and in Ganja and Nukha in 1924. By the 1932-33
academic year, approximately 8,000 workers were receiving education in eight
different factories3s.

In the realm of science and education, the Azerbaijan branch of the Transcaucasia
Branch of the Academy of Sciences of the USSR was established in 1932, based on the
Azerbaijan State Scientific Research Institute. Under the leadership of R. Akhundov,
this department nurtured talented scientists, including B. Sobanzade, A. Taghizade,
and Salman Mumtaz3°. The Communist Party played a pivotal role in these
educational reforms, actively promoting literacy, involving women in public life, and
challenging ignorance and fanaticism. Educational and cultural institutions were
instrumental in these efforts.

The allocation of funds to education from the state budget during the 1920s also
reflected the government’s emphasis on education policy. In 1924-1925, the per
capita expenditure on education was 5roubles 46 kopecks, which increased to

34 Xalq Tesarriifat Ucotu Azarbaycan Idarasi. ASSC sosialist qurulusu statistika kiilliyyati. Baki: AzXTU]
Soyuzorqugot, 1935. P. 6.

35 Ibid. P. 11.

36 Ibid. P. 12.

37 Azarbaycan SSR XMK-nin Yaghlar Tahsili idaresi. Savadsizigin lagvi iizre maktsb va qruppalarin
komplektlagdirilmasini neca aparmali. Baki: Azarb. XMK nasri, 1939. P. 8-9.

38 Jbid. P. 9-10.

39 Azadliq. 30-cu illar repressiyasinin qurbani olan daha bir ziyali: Boyiik adabiyyatsiinas alim Salman
Miimtaz. Azadlig. 2011. 5-6 iyun. P. 14.
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11 roubles 39 kopecks by 1928-192940. The educational reforms implemented during
Soviet rule in the Azerbaijan SSR, particularly those aimed at eradicating illiteracy
and developing higher education, significantly enhanced the country’s intellectual
and cultural landscape. These advancements laid a robust foundation for the future
development of Azerbaijan, contributing invaluable progress to its educational and
cultural heritage.

In May 1928, a decision was made to introduce a primary general education
system in Azerbaijan, which was implemented across all regions by 1932-1933.
However, this transition encountered significant challenges, particularly due to a
shortage of school buildings and teaching staff. To mitigate the lack of school
buildings, mosques and churches were repurposed for educational use, a move that
caused considerable dissatisfaction. Nevertheless, measures to address the shortage
of teaching staff resulted in a significant increase in their numbers, from 5,617 in the
1928-1929 academic year to 10,432 by 1932-193341,

In the 1930s, the introduction of a general primary compulsory education system
was achieved. By the 1930-1931 academic year, 8-, 9-, and 10-year-old children were
enrolled in compulsory primary education in all urban areas of Azerbaijan, extending
to all regions by 1931-193242,

Throughout the 1920s and 1930s, the Soviet government in Azerbaijan
implemented extensive educational reforms. The establishment of a new education
system, the training of pedagogical personnel, and the development of school
infrastructure brought significant changes to Azerbaijan’s education system. During
this period, the widespread accessibility of education and improvements in its quality
were made possible through the invaluable efforts of Azerbaijani intellectuals.

THE PERIOD OF POST-WWII (1945-1969)

In 1941, with the Soviet Union’s entry into the Second World War, the field of
education was largely neglected. From that point until the 1950s, when the effects of
the war began to subside, no significant educational reforms were implemented, and
there were no notable advancements in the sector. The education system in the Soviet
Union underwent significant transformations in the 1950s, a period marked by both
consolidation and innovation following the disruptions of World War II. The decade
saw the implementation of reforms aimed at restructuring the educational landscape,
which were influenced by the broader socio-political objectives of the Soviet regime.

In the aftermath of World War II, the Soviet Union faced the formidable task of
rebuilding its educational infrastructure. The war had devastated many schools, with
over 82,000 schools destroyed, resulting in the loss of approximately 18 million
school places43. This severe disruption necessitated immediate efforts to restore basic
educational facilities and resume the normal functioning of schools. A pivotal
development in the 1950s was the introduction of the 1958 Law, commonly referred
to as the Khrushchev Reforms. These reforms sought to extend compulsory education
and integrate polytechnical education into the curriculum. The basic school structure

40 Teterev A. Maktab miivaffaqiyyatlarinin hesaba alinmasi haqqinda. Baki: Azarnasr, 1930. P. 3.

41 Mardanov M. Azarbaycanin tahsil tarixi... P. 192.

42 Ibid. P. 193.

43 flapuHckuii A.B. HekoTopble mpo6sieMbl HapoiHoro o6pa3oBanus B CCCP (o MaTepuasaM nepemnucu
HacesieHus 1970 r.). Cosemckas nedazoeuka. 1971. Ne 11. C. 62.
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was altered from a seven-year course to an eight-year course, with an extension to an
eleven-year school for those continuing to secondary education44. This change was
designed to address the growing demand for both general and vocational education,
reflecting the Soviet emphasis on linking education with practical and industrial
needs. Azerbaijan was also affected by these issues in the USSR.

The 1950s also witnessed significant growth in higher education in Azerbaijan.
The number of students enrolled in higher education institutions increased
dramatically, reflecting the state’s commitment to producing a highly educated
workforce capable of supporting its ambitious industrialization goals. This period
saw a substantial rise in the number of vocational-technical schools, secondary
specialized schools, and adult education programs. Despite these advancements, the
Azerbaijani education system faced several challenges during this period. One major
issue was the persistent shortage of qualified teachers, particularly in rural areas and
in subjects like science and technology. The system’s centralization, while ensuring
uniformity, also posed difficulties in effectively implementing policy decisions across
the vast and diverse regions of the USSR. Additionally, the quality of education varied
significantly, with urban schools often better equipped and staffed compared to their
rural counterparts. Nonetheless, the achievements of the 1950s were notable.
Literacy rates continued to improve, and the introduction of compulsory primary
education laid a solid foundation for future educational progress. The emphasis on
polytechnical education aimed to bridge the gap between theoretical knowledge and
practical skills, preparing students for the demands of an industrial society. The
integration of ideological education also ensured that the curriculum aligned with the
broader goals of fostering a committed and ideologically aligned citizenry.

Thus, the 1950s were a transformative decade for Azerbaijani education, marked
by significant reforms and expansion efforts. Despite facing numerous challenges, the
Soviet Union made substantial progress in rebuilding its educational system and
aligning it with the state’s socio-economic and ideological objectives. The reforms of
this period laid the groundwork for future developments and underscored the central
role of education in the Soviet project of societal transformation.

1960s saw a continuation and refinement of the policies initiated during the
Khrushchev era, with a focus on expanding access to education, improving the quality
of instruction, and integrating vocational and technical training with general
education. One of the most notable developments in the 1960s was the Soviet
government’s commitment to achieving universal secondary education. By the mid-
1960s, substantial progress had been made towards this goal, with significant
increases in enrollment at all levels of education. The emphasis on universal
education was formalized in a 1966 resolution by the Communist Party Central
Committee and the Council of Ministers, which set the target of completing the
introduction of universal secondary education by 197045,

The 1960s also saw significant changes in the curriculum in Azerbaijan, driven by
the ideological imperative to align education with the needs of a socialist industrial
society. The principle of polytechnical education, which aimed to combine general
education with practical training in industrial and agricultural production, was a

44 Ibid. C. 64.
45 Jefferies S.C. Sport and Education: Theory and Practice in the USSR. Quest. 1984. Vol. 36 (2). P. 164-176.
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central feature of these reforms. Students were expected to gain firsthand experience
of production processes through school workshops, experimental plots, and work
placements in factories and farms.

However, the implementation of polytechnical education faced practical
challenges. Many schools lacked the necessary facilities and resources to provide
meaningful practical training, leading to criticisms that much of the work experience
was ineffective and sometimes counterproductive. In response, the Soviet authorities
sought to rationalize and improve the content and delivery of vocational training,
while maintaining the broader goal of integrating education with life and work.

A persistent issue throughout the 1960s was the shortage of qualified teachers,
particularly in the sciences and technical subjects in Azerbaijan. To address this, the
Soviet government implemented extensive teacher training programs, including
short-term courses and in-service training, aimed at upgrading the qualifications of
existing teachers and attracting new entrants to the profession. Despite these efforts,
regional disparities in teacher availability and quality continued to pose challenges,
with some areas experiencing acute shortages of qualified personnel.

In addition to academic and vocational training, the Soviet education system
placed a strong emphasis on ideological education. The curriculum was designed to
inculcate socialist values and Soviet patriotism from an early age. Political theory,
though formally introduced in the later years of secondary education, was reinforced
throughout a child’s schooling through subjects like history and social studies, which
were taught from a Marxist-Leninist perspective. This ideological education aimed to
produce loyal and committed citizens, aligned with the broader goals of the
Communist Party.

Thus, in the second half of the 20t century, the education system in the Azerbaijan
SSR evolved within the framework of Soviet ideology. The Soviet government
undertook significant measures in the field of education to bolster its political and
economic power. Educational programs were revised to promote communist
ideology, resulting in the Russification of schools and the reduction of hours allocated
to Azerbaijani history lessons. Azerbaijani history textbooks were heavily falsified,
presenting the ‘history of the USSR’ as the overarching narrative, thereby
marginalizing the distinct history of Azerbaijan. Despite these ideological distortions,
Azerbaijan developed a comprehensive and multifaceted educational network,
achieving significant progress4s. In 1966, the transition to a general education system
was initiated, and industrial training in the upper grades was discontinued. Instead,
technical-vocational schools were expanded, offering both vocational and secondary
education. This shift aimed to align educational outcomes with the needs of an
industrial society. Further reforms came with the adoption of a new education law in
1984, which sought to integrate vocational education with general education#’. This
legislation aimed to provide students with a well-rounded education that included
both academic and practical skills, preparing them for the workforce while
maintaining a broad educational foundation. These developments reflected the

46 [brahim E. Rusiya Federasiyasimin Azsayh Tiirk Xalglarina Qarsi Dil Siyasati. Uluslararas! Tiirk Lehce
Arastirmalari Dergisi (Ttrklad). 2020. Vol. 4 (2). P. 206-228.

47 SSRI Dévlat Texniki Pesa Tahsili Sistemi Kadrlarin Marksizm-Leninizm Tahsili Uzra Sura. Umumtahsil
va pesa maktabi islahati- inkisaf etmis sosializmin takmillasdirilmasinin tarkib hissasidir. Baki: Maarif,
1984.
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ongoing efforts to adapt the education system to the evolving socio-economic context
of the Soviet Union.

THE PERIOD OF HEYDAR ALIYEV AS A FIRST SECRETARY (1969-1982)

The period from 1969 to 1982 is considered a renaissance in the educational and
cultural life of Azerbaijan, coinciding with the leadership of Heydar Aliyev. During
these years, substantial progress was made in preserving and developing national
and moral values, as well as advancing all areas of education. Under Heydar Aliyev’s
leadership, numerous reforms were implemented in the Azerbaijani education
system, significantly improving the quality of education and modernizing its
infrastructure.

During this period, the number and quality of higher education institutions
increased markedly. New faculties and specializations were introduced, and existing
universities were expanded. Baku State University saw the establishment of new
faculties and the operation of scientific research institutes, enhancing the academic
and research landscape. The network of technical-vocational schools was also
expanded, contributing significantly to the training of qualified personnel across
various fields. By integrating training with production, these institutions ensured that
students acquired both theoretical knowledge and practical skills. In secondary
education, numerous innovations were implemented. The application of modern
teaching methods and the preparation of new textbooks led to improved teaching
quality. Special attention was given to constructing schools in rural areas and
equipping them with modern facilities, thereby increasing educational opportunities
for the rural population.

Heydar Aliyev’'s education policy placed great emphasis on the protection and
development of national and moral values. Measures were taken to strengthen the
Azerbaijani language within the educational system. The volume of instruction in
Azerbaijani was increased in both schools and higher education institutions. The
1978 Constitution of the Azerbaijan SSR included a special article declaring
Azerbaijani as the state language, playing a crucial role in preserving and developing
the national language. Special attention was also given to teaching national values,
history, and culture in schools. This initiative aimed to instill a sense of national
consciousness and patriotism in the younger generation. Azerbaijani history and
culture were incorporated into textbooks and school programs, allowing students to
explore their national identity more deeply.

During Heydar Aliyev’s leadership, the material and technical base of the education
sector saw significant improvements. New schools were built in cities and villages across
Azerbaijan, equipped with modern teaching tools and laboratories. The construction of
schools in rural areas received particular focus, greatly enhancing the educational
opportunities available to the rural population. The number of public libraries was
increased, and these libraries were stocked with modern books and textbooks.
Additionally, new textbooks and teaching materials were prepared for educational
institutions, further supporting the advancement of education in Azerbaijan.

Between 1969 and 1982, the number of preschool educational institutions
increased from 1,600 to 1,875, with the number of children enrolled rising from
110,000 to 147,000. The coverage level for preschool education grew from 12% to
19%. During this period, the material and technical base of preschool institutions was
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significantly strengthened, with new nursery-kindergarten buildings providing
35,200 additional seats*s.

In 1972, decisions were adopted to transition young people to general secondary
education and further develop general education schools. By 1973, additional
measures were taken to improve the working conditions of rural general education
schools. The number of general education schools increased more than threefold,
reaching 2,117 in 1979 and 4,267 in 1982. The student population in general schools
grew from 368,000 in 1970 to 710,000 in 1980. Throughout the 1970s and 1980s,
1,191 new school buildings were constructed, accommodating 683,100 students,
which significantly improved school attendance rates#.

In 1970, Azerbaijan had 76 vocational schools educating 40,900 students. By 1980,
the number of vocational schools had increased to 173, with 99,800 students
enrolled. In 1982, the number of vocational schools reached 184, offering 230
professions to 110,000 students>0.

From 1970 to 1982, five new higher education institutions were established in
Azerbaijan, with hundreds of new specialties introduced. Departments and problem
laboratories began operating, enhancing the academic environment. By 1982, there
were 21 higher education institutions with 136 faculties and 530 departments in
Azerbaijan. The student population in higher education institutions rose from 70,000
to 100,000 during this periods!.

THE PERIOD OF THE LATE SOVIET AUTHORITY (1982-1991)

In this period, Gorbachev’s policies aimed at modernizing the Soviet economy and
society, which extended to the education sector. These reforms sought to increase
efficiency, reduce bureaucracy, and introduce more practical and modern curricula.
There was a shift towards more practical education, with an increased emphasis on
science, technology, and vocational training. The curriculum began to incorporate
more contemporary global knowledge and technological advancements, aiming to
make Soviet education more competitive on an international scale.

From 1982 to 1987, under Heydar Aliyev’s leadership, education policy and
reforms in the former USSR saw significant development, impacting education quality
throughout the Soviet Union, including Azerbaijan. In 1984, Aliyev played a pivotal
role in developing mechanisms to determine and implement the main directions of
general and vocational education reforms, as well as improving the operations of
boarding-type institutions. During this period, he proposed that general education
should begin at age six and extend for 11 years>52.

The economic decline of the Soviet Union during the late 1980s led to severe
resource constraints. Budget cuts and economic instability resulted in reduced
funding for educational institutions. This affected the maintenance of school
infrastructure, the availability of teaching materials, and the provision of adequate

48 Heydar 9liyev: Tahsil, Bilik, Manaviyyat, ictimai Tadqiqatlar Markezi. Heydar liyev: manaviyyat,
moanavi dayarlar, manavi tarbiya. Baki: Miiallim, 2011. P. 449.

49 Ibid. P. 451-452.

50 Ibid. P. 453.

51 Azarbaycan tahsilinin inkisafinda ulu dndar Heydar 9liyevin tarixi xidmatlari. AZORTAC. 20.10.2022.
URL: https://bit.ly/40fk2fd

52 Xudiyev N. Heydar 9liyev va Azarbaycan dili. Tehran: 2001.
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salaries for educators. Many schools and universities struggled to operate under
these challenging conditions, leading to a decline in the quality of education.

By 1990, Azerbaijan had 4,534 general education schools and 182 technical-
vocational schools. A specialized republican boarding school named after
Nakhchivanski was established for military personnel training. There were 1.409
million students enrolled in general education schools and 96,000 students in
technical-vocational schools. The higher education system also advanced, with 17
higher education institutions operating in the country by 199053.

The last years of the USSR, particularly the late 1980s and early 1990s, were a
period of significant change and turbulence that deeply affected education in
Azerbaijan. As the Soviet Union faced economic difficulties, political upheaval, and
eventually dissolution, these factors influenced the educational landscape in
Azerbaijan in several ways.

During this period, there were also moves towards decentralizing the education
system, granting more autonomy to local educational authorities in Azerbaijan. This
allowed for greater flexibility in addressing local needs and preferences. Reforms were
introduced to modernize the curriculum, teaching methods, and assessment systems,
aligning them more closely with the evolving socio-economic context of the region.

In the context of Azerbaijan during the late Soviet period (1985-1991), the
incorporation of Western educational materials and methodologies played a crucial
role in modernizing the curriculum and aligning it more closely with global standards,
particularly in scientific and technological fields. This shift was part of the broader
educational reforms initiated under Mikhail Gorbachev’s policies of Glasnost and
Perestroika, which aimed to enhance efficiency and openness across the USSR. For
Azerbaijani students, these changes meant access to more contemporary and relevant
knowledge, allowing them to keep pace with rapid advancements worldwide.
Subjects such as computer science, engineering, and modern physics saw significant
updates, providing students with skills that were increasingly in demand on the
global stage. However, the introduction of Western ideas also created significant
ideological tensions. The Soviet education system had long been rooted in Marxist-
Leninist principles, and the sudden influx of Western concepts often clashed with
these established ideological foundations. This clash was particularly pronounced in
subjects like social sciences and humanities, where Western perspectives on
democracy, individualism, and economic theory diverged sharply from Soviet
teachings. For educators and students in Azerbaijan, this period was marked by a
complex balancing act. Teachers had to navigate between the old and new paradigms,
often without clear guidance or sufficient resources, leading to confusion and
inconsistency in educational delivery. Additionally, the broader socio-political
landscape of Azerbaijan, with its rising national consciousness and desire for greater
autonomy, added another layer of complexity. The tension between embracing
modern, globally relevant education and maintaining ideological loyalty to Soviet
principles mirrored the broader struggles of Azerbaijani society during this
transformative period. Despite these challenges, the integration of Western
methodologies ultimately laid the groundwork for a more dynamic and flexible

53 Azarbaycan Respublikasi Toahsil Nazirliyi. Tohsil Xabarlori: malumat-informasiya macmuasi. Baki:
1991.



40 EMIHAK

education system, which would continue to evolve following Azerbaijan’s
independence in 1991.

The dissolution of the USSR in 1991 brought about a dramatic shift in the political
and economic landscape. For Azerbaijan, this meant the transition to independence
and the need to establish a national education system free from Soviet influence. The
immediate post-Soviet period was marked by significant challenges, including the
need to develop new educational policies, curricula, and governance structures to
support the newly independent state.

CONCLUSION

The historical development of the education system in Azerbaijan has been
marked by significant transformations, influenced by various political and socio-
economic changes. From the Tsarist era to the period of independence, each stage has
contributed to the evolution of educational policies and infrastructure. During the
Tsarist period, the foundation of secular education was established, blending
traditional and modern subjects. This era saw the introduction of Russian language
and culture into the local education system, setting the stage for future developments.

The brief yet impactful period of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic brought
about crucial reforms aimed at creating a national education system. The
establishment of Baku State University and the support for students studying abroad
were pivotal in enhancing the intellectual and cultural growth of the nation.

Under Soviet rule, particularly during the early Soviet period, significant strides
were made in expanding access to education and improving literacy rates. The Soviet
government’s emphasis on education led to the establishment of numerous schools
and higher education institutions, although it also imposed ideological constraints
that affected the content and direction of educational programs.

The post-World War Il period focused on rebuilding and modernizing the
education system, with an emphasis on integrating polytechnical education. Despite
the challenges of resource constraints and ideological rigidity, the education system
continued to expand and improve.

The era of Heydar Aliyev’s leadership as a First Secretary saw a renaissance in
education, with substantial investments in infrastructure, the establishment of new
institutions, and an emphasis on preserving national values. His policies significantly
improved the quality and accessibility of education across Azerbaijan.

The late Soviet period and the transition to independence presented both
challenges and opportunities. The incorporation of Western educational materials
and methodologies during the Glasnost and Perestroika reforms helped modernize the
curriculum, despite ideological tensions. The dissolution of the USSR necessitated the
creation of a national education system, free from Soviet influence, setting the stage
for future advancements.

In conclusion, the evolution of the education system in Azerbaijan reflects a
complex interplay of external influences and internal reforms. Each historical period
contributed to shaping a robust educational framework, laying the foundation for
continued progress in the post-independence era. Understanding this history is
crucial for appreciating the current state of education in Azerbaijan and planning for
its future development.
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