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ABSTRACT 
The purpose of the research paper is to analyze the repressive and colonial policies of the 

Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes toward Albanians in Kosovo and other annexed 
Albanian territories after World War I, as articulated by contemporary Albanian intellectuals 
before the League of Nations. 

The scientific novelty. The paper therefore offers, for the first time, a detailed analysis of 
the position of Albanians as presented before the League of Nations and through its 
institutional mechanisms. 

Conclusions. The reoccupation of Kosovo and other Albanian territories after World War I 
was accompanied by widespread violence and repression, placing the region under a military 
and police regime that severely restricted the fundamental rights of the Albanian population. 
The policies of the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes were aimed at the assimilation and 
suppression of Albanian identity through the prohibition of education in the Albanian 
language, the denial of civil and political rights, and the expropriation of land through agrarian 
reform and state-directed colonization. 

Despite the measures implemented by the royal authorities, Albanians resisted in various 
forms, including armed uprisings and other efforts to preserve their national identity. These 
discriminatory policies had profound and long-lasting consequences for the social and 
economic life of the Albanian population and significantly influenced subsequent historical 
developments in the region. As a result, the period of rule of the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and 
Slovenes over Albanian-inhabited territories constitutes a deeply traumatic historical 
experience that continued to shape Albanian-Serbian relations for decades. 

The repressive and colonial policy pursued by the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes 
toward Albanians in Kosovo and other Albanian territories represented a coordinated attempt 
to alter the ethnic composition of the region and to suppress any Albanian aspirations for 
autonomy or unification with other Albanian-inhabited lands. 

Keywords: Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes, reoccupation, Albanian minority, 
League of Nations, Albanian intellectuals 
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АНОТАЦІЯ 
Мета роботи – проаналізувати репресивну та колоніальну політику Королівства 

сербів, хорватів і словенців щодо албанців у Косові й інших анексованих албанських 
територіях після Першої світової війни, як вона була сформульована сучасними 
албанськими інтелектуалами перед Лігою націй. 

Наукова новизна. У роботі вперше пропонується докладний аналіз становища 
албанців представленого Лізі Націй і через її інституційні механізми. 

Висновки. Повторна окупація Косова й інших албанських територій після Першої 
світової війни супроводжувалася широкомасштабним насильством і репресіями, 
внаслідок чого регіон опинився під військовим і поліцейським режимом, який серйозно 
обмежував основні права албанського населення. Політика Королівства сербів, хорватів 
і словенців була спрямована на асиміляцію та придушення албанської ідентичності за 
допомогою заборони освіти албанською мовою, відмови у цивільних і політичних 
правах та експропріації земель у рамках аграрної реформи та державної колонізації. 

Незважаючи на заходи, вжиті королівською владою, албанці чинили опір у різних 
формах, включаючи збройні повстання й інші спроби зберегти свою національну 
ідентичність. Ця дискримінаційна політика мала глибокі та довгострокові наслідки для 
соціально-економічного життя албанського населення і значно вплинула на подальші 
історичні події у регіоні. В результаті період правління Королівства сербів, хорватів і 
словенців на територіях, населених албанцями, є глибоко травмуючим історичним 
досвідом, який продовжував формувати албансько-сербські відносини протягом 
десятиліть. 

Репресивна та колоніальна політика, що проводилася Королівством сербів, хорватів 
і словенців щодо албанців у Косово й інших албанських територіях, була 
скоординованою спробою змінити етнічний склад регіону та придушити будь-які 
прагнення албанців до автономії або об’єднання з іншими населеними албанцями. 

Ключові слова: Королівство сербів, хорватів і словенців, повторна окупація, 
албанська меншість, Ліга Націй, албанська інтелігенція 

 
 

INTRODUCTION 
Even before World War I had officially ended, the Serbian and Montenegrin armies, 

with the assistance of French forces from the Salonika Front (who had also issued 
proclamations urging the local Albanian population not to resist the Serbian and 
Montenegrin armies), began the reoccupation of Albanian territories, which had been 
unjustly awarded to Serbia and Montenegro at the London Conference of 1913. 
Although the Albanians of Kosovo had hoped that the Entente would respect their 
aspirations for national unification, the opposite occurred. French troops entered these 
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territories and assisted in establishing the Serbian occupation administration in these 
Albanian lands1. 

Since the reoccupation of these territories, the Serbian and Montenegrin Kingdoms2 
reinstated and resumed their old chauvinistic policy. Although they had ‘promised’ to 
respect the rights of minorities living in the kingdom and had even signed international 
agreements of the time that defined the rights of national minorities – such as the 
Treaty of Saint-Germain3 (also known as the Treaty on the Rights of Minorities), unified 
by the League of Nations and signed by the four Great Powers in Saint-Germain, Paris, 
the government of the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes (hereinafter: SCS 
Kingdom) initially refused to sign this treaty. However, under international pressure, it 
signed it on December 5, 19214. However, at the insistence of its delegation, the treaty 
included a provision stating that the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes would 
assume the obligations arising from it only for the territories annexed after World 
War I. Furthermore, it succeeded in having the date of January 1, 1913, included in the 
document, a formulation that left room for manipulation at the expense of the 
Albanians and other territories occupied before that date5. 

The purpose of the research paper is to analyze the repressive and colonial policies of 
the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes toward Albanians in Kosovo and other 
annexed Albanian territories after World War I, as articulated by contemporary 
Albanian intellectuals before the League of Nations. 

 
LITERATURE AND SOURCES REVIEW 

The study of the repressive and colonizing policies of the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats 
and Slovenes toward Albanians in Kosovo, Macedonia, and beyond is a topic that has 
been indirectly addressed by historians, scholars, and political analysts of diplomacy. 
This literature focuses on various aspects, including Serbian colonization, agrarian 
reform, political repression, and Albanian resistance to these policies. Historical 
sources such as archival documents and academic studies shed light on how the 
Serbo-Croatian-Slovenian authorities (specifically the Serbian and Montenegrin ones) 
implemented policies aimed at altering the demographic structure of Kosovo. The 
English author and academic Noel Malcolm, in his work ‘Kosovo: A Short History’, 
provides a detailed analysis of these processes and their long-term consequences6. 

                                                
1 Rushiti L. Rrethanat politiko-shqiptare në Kosovë 1912-1918. Prishtinë: “Rilindja”, 1986. P. 202. 
2 Serbia and Montenegro became part of the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes, which was 
established in 1918 and continued as such until 1929, when it was transformed into the Kingdom of 
Yugoslavia. 
3 Saint-Germain Agreement on Minorities (September 10, 1920), Article 9: “The principles of this Article 
(9) shall apply only to the territories ceded to Serbia or the Serbo-Croatian-Slovene State after January 1, 
1913”. For more detalis, see: MacMillan M. Paris 1919: Six Months That Changed The World. New York: 
Random House Trade, 2003. With this international provision, Serbia created the opportunity to act as it 
wished, since it had occupied Kosovo before January 1, 1913. 
4 For more details on this Agreement regarding other Minorities, see: Meta B. Minoritetet dhe ndërtimi 
Kombëtar në Shqipëri (1912-1924). Tiranë: Qendra e Studimeve Albanologjike, Instituti i Historisë, 2013. 
5 Arifi-Bakalli E. Përpjekjet e Komitetit “Mbrojta Kombëtare e Kosovës” për denoncimin e dhunës dhe 
mbrojtjen e të drejtave kombëtare e demokratike të shqiptarëve në jugosllavi. In Komiteti “Mbrojtja 
Kombëtare e Kosovës” (përmbledhje kumtesash). Tiranë: Akademia e Shkencave e Shqipërisë, Instituti i 
Historisë – Tiranë, Instituti i Historisë – Prishtinë, 2004. P. 38. 
6 Malcolm N. Kosova një histori e shkurtër / translated into albanian by Dr. Abdullah Karjadiu. Prishtinë: 
Koha dhe Tiranë: Shtëpia e Librit, 2001. 
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Studies by Albanian academics and researchers of Albanian history such as Beqir 
Meta, Marenglen Verli, Emine Arifi-Bakall, Jusuf Osmani, Liman Rushiti, Ali Hadri, 
Muhamet Piraku, Paskal Milo, Hakif Bajrami, Lush Culaj, etc.7, have contributed to 
documenting the violent policies of that period and their impact on the Albanian 
national identity.  

In various studies on the period 1918-1929, one of the main focuses is the 
formation of the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes in 1918, which directly 
influenced the political and social structure of Kosovo and the Albanians in this 
kingdom. After the formation of this kingdom, Serbia included Kosovo, Macedonia, 
and other Albanian territories as occupied lands, having deep impacts on the 
Albanian minorities and developing a colonizing policy that extended until 1995, as 
demonstrated in the studies of Hakif Bajrami and Jusuf Osmani8. 

During this period, organizations such as the ‘National Defense Committee of 
Kosovo’ played an important role in denouncing the violence and violations of the 
rights of Albanians, while efforts to protect their identity and national rights were 
ongoing. According to Emine Arifi-Bakalli9 these efforts were crucial in highlighting 
the struggles of the Albanian people under foreign occupation and the repression 
they faced in trying to preserve their cultural and political autonomy. According to 
Noel Malcolm10, this period marks an important period of commitment by Albanians 
to preserve their sovereignty and national identity in the face of the chauvinistic 
policies of the Serbian state, as evidenced in real time by the memorandums, 
petitions, and letters sent to the League of Nations by Hasan Prishtina, Bedri Pejani, 
Bajram Curri, Kadri Prishtina, the Albanian government, the three religious clerics11, 
and many other important personalities of the time. 

In addition, the literature of Dr. Milovan Obradoviq12 and Hakif Bajrami13 speaks of 
the consequences of the colonizing policies and agrarian reforms that severely 
impacted the population structure and the ethnic identity of Kosovo and other 
Albanians in the SKS Kingdom during the period 1918-1941. In particular, these 
agrarian reforms aimed at altering the demographic composition of Kosovo, favoring 
Serbian, Montenegrin, and other settlers, and encouraging an unjust system of land 
distribution. These policies led to significant changes in the region, further 
marginalizing the local Albanian population and undermining their social and 
economic structures. 

                                                
7 The term refers to a group of authors who have addressed these issues in one form or another 
indirectly in their scientific studies. 
8 Osmani J. Kolonizimi Serb i Kosovës. Prishtinë: ERA, 2000. 
9 Arifi-Bakalli E. Çështje nga historia moderne dhe bashkëkohore shqiptare. Prishtinë: Instituti 
Albanologjik, 2013; Arifi-Bakalli E. Përballje historiografike. Prishtinë: Instituti Albanologjik i Prishtinës, 
2015; Arifi-Bakalli E. Përpjekjet e Komitetit “Mbrojta Kombëtare e Kosovës”… 
10 Malcolm N. Kosova një histori e shkurtër… 
11 Agjencia Shtetërore e Arkivave të Kosovës [Kosovo State Archives Agency], Fondi: Ministria e Punëve 
të Jashtme, Njësia Organ: Shoqata e Kombeve në Gjenevë, viti: 1927-1937. It refers to the Memorandum 
sent by three priests (Dom Gjon Bizaku, Dom Shtjefën Kurti, and Dom Luigj Gashi) to the League of 
Nations in Geneva regarding the position of Albanians in Yugoslavia between 1918-1930. 
12 Obradoviq M. Reforma Agrare dhe Kolonizimi në Kosovë (1918-1941). Prishtinë: Instituti i Historisë-
Prishtinë, 2005. 
13 Bajrami H. Politika e Shfarosjes së Shqiptarëve dhe Kolonizimi Serb i Kosovës (1844-1995). Prishtinë: 
QIK, 1995. 
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In summary, the existing literature shows that the policies of the SKS Kingdom 
toward the Albanians in this kingdom were systematic and aimed at the assimilation 
of the Albanians, while their resistance demonstrates the preservation of national 
identity and efforts for survival. For a review of the literature in this paper, a 
summary and synthesis of some of the sources mentioned can be provided, linking 
them to the historical and political developments of the period covered in the work. 
This will help the reader better understand the context and impact of the events 
mentioned on the further development of Kosovo and other Albanians, as well as the 
policies of the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes toward Albanians during this 
period. 

In conclusion, the review of the literature highlights a long period of struggle for 
the protection of the national rights of the Albanians and the diplomatic efforts of the 
‘National Defense Committee of Kosovo’ and figures such as Hasan Prishtina, along 
with his collaborators, to denounce the repressive practices of the Serbian and 
Montenegrin regime against the Albanians of this kingdom. This ongoing resistance 
played a crucial role in preserving the Albanian identity and their quest for 
autonomy, despite the challenges posed by external forces. 

In addition to academic and scholarly sources, archival documents are crucial in 
the treatment of this work. These documents are extracted from the Central State 
Archive of the Republic of Albania (General Directorate of Archives) and the Kosovo 
State Archives Agency, but of particular importance are the sources from the Library 
and Archives of the League of Nations in Geneva14 that are among the most important 
sources for this work, and the memorandums, letters, and petitions sent by 
representatives and intellectuals of the time to the League of Nations and its agencies 
help create a clearer picture of the reality of that period. 

 
THE SITUATION OF THE ALBANIAN MINORITY IN THE KINGDOM OF SERBS, CROATS AND SLOVENES  

The Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes promised to provide primary 
education in the native languages in all their regions where “a significant percentage 
of the population had a language other than the official language, which was Serbo-
Croatian”15. Furthermore, according to the Treaty of Saint-Germain, minorities had 
the right, at their own expense, to establish schools and other educational 
institutions, with the right to use their own language and to enjoy freedom of 
religious belief. According to this treaty, the Serbo-Croatian-Slovenian government 
undertook to fully ensure and protect the life and liberties of all inhabitants of the 
kingdom, without distinction of nationality, language, race, or religious belief16. 
However, this stance of the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenians (specifically the 
Serbian one) contained several ambiguities. On the one hand, it sought to evade the 
general obligations of the 1919 Treaty on the Protection of Minorities by claiming 
that no ‘Albanian national minority’ existed in the territory of Kosovo. On the other 
hand, according to the Yugoslav census of 1921, the number of Albanian speakers 
across Yugoslavia was 439,657, of whom 288,900 were in Kosovo17. 

                                                
14 United Nations Library & Archives Geneva. For more detalis, see: www.archives.ungeneva.org  
15 Malcolm N. Kosova një histori e shkurtër… P. 278. For more information on the Albanian population in 
Kosovo, see also: Islami H. Kosova dhe Shqiptarët çështje demografike. Prishtinë: Pena, 1990. 
16 Malcolm N. Kosova një histori e shkurtër… P. 278.  
17 Ibid. P. 263. 
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However, in reality, these figures were considered unreliable and inaccurate, not 
only by Albanian representatives but also by foreign observers. One such observer 
was the Italian expert on Albania, Antonio Baldacci, who estimated that in 1920, there 
were around 700,000 Albanians in the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes. 
Similarly, in 1931, the Romanian geographer Nicolae Pop stated that the number of 
Albanians in the SCS-Yugoslav Kingdom exceeded 800,000. Furthermore, the British 
academic and historian Noel Malcolm observed that “if Yugoslav population 
registrars had found just 67,000 more Albanian speakers, then Albanians would have 
ranked as the second-largest linguistic minority in the country, after the Slovenes, 
surpassing even the number of Germans (505,790) and Hungarians (467,658)”18. 

In a statement presented to the League of Nations by the government of the 
Kingdom of Yugoslavia in 1929, it was stated: “Albanians in the Kingdom of Serbs, 
Croats, and Slovenians mainly live in the southwestern territories of the state, within 
a line extending from Debar-Kičevo to Veles-Kumanovo, then following the former 
Serbo-Turkish border towards Mitrovica, and from there to the current border with 
Albania, passing through Peja. According to the 1921 census, there are approximately 
441,740 Albanians in this region, distributed across the following districts 
(provinces): Kosovo – 125,000; Skopje – 90,276; Zeta (Montenegro) – 88,008; Vranje 
– 59,845; Raška – 44,005; and Bitola – 30,97”19.  

This was most effectively exposed by the ‘National Defense of Kosovo’ Committee 
through its members during the years 1919-1924 and in the period 1925-1933, 
under the leadership of Hasan Prishtina. He was the key figure of the Kosovo 
Committee (which, after 1925, changed its name from the ‘National Defense of 
Kosovo’ Committee to the Kosovo Committee) and the author of a series of petitions 
and memoranda addressed to the League of Nations and various European 
organizations20. Hasan Prishtina, together with his associates, demanded the 
realization of the rights of the Albanian population in Serbia, emphasizing in a 
statement to the Austrian press: “…I will remain an enemy of Yugoslavia until this 
state grants minority rights to the millions of Albanians living in Kosovo and 
Macedonia, rights that have not been recognized to this day”21. In the Kingdom of 
Serbs, Croats and Slovenes, the Albanian minority was in an extremely difficult 
position. Not only were their basic democratic and national rights not recognized, but 
Serbian policy constantly attempted to assimilate and denationalize the Albanians, 
and even attempted to physically exterminate them22. 

 
                                                
18 Malcolm N. Kosova një histori e shkurtër… P. 279. 
19 Elise R., Destani B. (eds.). Kosova një histori dokumentare, nga luftërat ballkanike deri te Lufta e Dytë 
Botërore. Prishtinë: Botimet Koha, maj 2019. P. 387. Memorandum of the permanent delegate of 
Yugoslavia sent to the League of Nations on the treatment of the Albanian population in the Kingdom of 
Yugoslavia, August 21, 1929.  
20 Memorandum dated 26.09.1924; Protest dated 15.03.1927; Petition dated 05.04.1929; Memorandum 
dated 18.03.1930; Protest dated 10.01.1931. Documents from the AMPJ of the Republic of Albania, End 251. 
21 Hasan Prishtina, Dokumente. Drejtoria e Përgjithshme e Arkivave të Shtetit, Pjesë nga deklarata e 
Hasan Prishtinës dhënë gazetës “Neues Vienes Tagblatt” mbi mbrojtjen e të drejtave të shqiptarëve që 
jetojnë në Kosovë e Maqedoni, Tiranë: 1978. P. 167; Pirraku M. Hasan Prishtina Vlerë Sublime e Kombit. 
Prishtinë: Shoqata e të Burgosurve Politikë e kosovës, 2013. P. 268. 
22 Hadri A. Marrëdhëniet Shqiptare-Jugosllave. Prishtinë: Akademia e Shkencave dhe e Arteve e Kosovës, 
Seksioni i Shkencave Shoqërore, 2003. P. 134. (Botime të veçanta XLVII / Seksioni i Shkencave 
Shoqërore. Libri 13) 
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THE POLICIES PURSUED BY THE KINGDOM OF SERBS, CROATS, AND SLOVENIANS TOWARDS 
ALBANIANS  

During the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes (and later, after 1929, during 
the Yugoslav Kingdom), its anti-Albanian strategy aimed internally at the ethnic 
cleansing, denationalization and Slavization of Kosovo, Macedonia and Montenegro 
and, in general, of the annexed Albanian regions. While externally, this kingdom 
aimed at the annihilation of the Albanian state and the annexation of other Albanian 
territories or, at least, placing them under its influence23.  

Within the framework of this complex policy, which had a tendency toward 
Serbian and Montenegrin chauvinism, a special role in worsening the position of 
Albanians under this kingdom was played by the measures for their expropriation 
and forced displacement. These measures, combined with Slavic colonization, were 
used as primary tools for changing the ethnic composition in these regions. The large 
number of settlers arriving in Kosovo and Macedonia, as well as their settlement in 
strategic regions near state borders, major crossroads, or within predominantly 
Albanian settlements, testify to the clear intentions of the Belgrade Serbian regime in 
these territories24.  

The Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenians, during its rule, as mentioned earlier, 
attempted to change the ethnic structure of the Albanian territories it had occupied. To 
achieve these goals and to have formal legal support against international opinion, it 
enacted agrarian-colonization legislation. This process began with the law of 
September 25, 191925, which established the Serbo-Montenegrin government and 
activated a special administrative-political apparatus. This apparatus included the state 
and military administration, while punitive operations such as violence, terror, murder, 
heavy punishments and many other measures were organized.  

At the same time, political pressure began to denationalize the Albanian 
population through various methods, such as colonization, agrarian reform and the 
displacement of Albanians from their land. Agrarian reform and colonization in 
Kosovo were mainly aimed at national-political change and changing the structure of 
the population26.  

In fact, the main goal of colonization was to break the national compactness of the 
Albanian population and change the ethnic structure to the detriment of the 
Albanians. In particular, the aim was to colonize and strengthen the colonial element 
in the areas around the border with Albania, because it was considered that in this 
way the border would be made more secure and the connection of the autochthonous 
                                                
23 Milo P. Shqipëria dhe Jugosllavia 1918-1927. Tiranë: 1992. P. 308. 
24 For further details, see: Osmani J. Kolonizimi Serb i Kosovës. Prishtinë: ERA, 2000. 
25 All the laws related to colonization and agrarian reform as part of Serbia’s anti-Albanian policy 
towards Kosovo include: “The Law on Settling Foreigners” – February 2, 1865; “The Law on Populated 
Areas” – January 3, 1880; “Decree on the Colonization of Recently Liberated and Newly Attached Areas” – 
February 20, 1914; “Decree on Colonizing the New Southern Regions” – August 27, 1920; “The Law on 
Colonization of Southern Areas” – June 11, 1931 (amended in 1932); “Directives of the Politburo of the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party of Yugoslavia on the Return of All Colonists” – April 1, 1945; 
“Yu Program” – February 9, 1990; “Law on Conditions, Methods, and Procedures for the Division of 
Arable Land for Citizens Who Wish to Live and Work in the Territory of the Autonomous Province of 
Kosovo and Metohija” (Official Gazette of the Republic of Serbia, No. 43/95, July 20, 1991); “Law on the 
Division of Apartments for Serbs” – March 17, 1995; “Decree on Methods and Conditions of Colonization 
of Kosovo” – January 12, 1995, etc. For further details, see: Bajrami H. Politika… P. 11. 
26 Osmani J. Kolonizimi… P. 29. 
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Albanian population between the territories of Albania, Kosovo, Macedonia and 
Montenegro would be interrupted, as was emphasized in documents aimed at 
securing and complying with their strategic and national plan27. According to 
Dr. Milovan Obradović, “The colonization of Kosovo and the Agrarian Reform 
continued throughout the existence of bourgeois Yugoslavia, from 1918 to 1941. The 
intensity of colonization varied and depended on the economic and political 
circumstances, both in Kosovo and throughout the country”28.  

In terms of implementation, this period of colonization can be divided into two 
phases:  

 The first phase included colonization until 1920, or until the issuance of the 
‘Decree on the Colonization of New Southern Territories’, which in 1922 became law. 

 The second phase covered the period from 1920 to 1941 (when Yugoslavia was 
occupied by Nazi Germany) or until the issuance of the ‘Decree-Law and the Law on 
the Colonization of the Southern Regions’ in 194129. 

The second period of the colonization of Kosovo encompasses the time when these 
measures were implemented based on legal provisions specifically drafted for these 
regions, such as the provisions of the Decree-Law on the Colonization of the New 
Southern Regions of September 24, 1920, and the provisions of the Law on 
Colonization of June 11, 1931, with amendments and additions in 193330. 

The colonization program was a complex phenomenon with multiple objectives, 
but its main and long-term goal was to change the national structure of the 
population in Kosovo. As mentioned, the colonization policy aimed at reducing and 
dispersing the Albanian population, particularly in homogeneous territories and 
entirely Albanian settlements. Slavic colonists were primarily settled in regions 
where Albanians lived in large numbers, with the aim of breaking the national 
homogeneity of these areas. Ethnically pure Albanian regions such as Drenica, 
Llapusha, Llapi, parts of the Dukagjin Plain, the Kosovo Plain, etc., were the direct 
target of this policy31. The state organs, under the pretext of agrarian reform and 
colonization, aimed at the brutal suppression of the Albanian population, the 
confiscation of Albanian peasants’ lands, and the encouragement of their 
displacement towards Turkey and Albania. This was an organized attempt to achieve 
the Serbization of Kosovo and other Albanian regions32.  

In the implementation of colonization and agrarian reform, almost all state 
authorities were involved, from the lowest local levels to the highest state levels. In 
this process, the position of Albanian peasants was not taken into account; on the 
contrary, various repressive methods were used in the expropriation actions. For this 
reason, in the early 1920s and 1930s, the Serbian scientific and cultural elite became 
actively involved at the ‘Serbian Cultural Club’ in Belgrade to support the regime and 
                                                
27 Osmani J. Lënda arkivore për kolonizimin dhe reformën agrare në Kosovë 1918-1941. Prishtinë, 1996. 
28 For more detalis, see: Obradoviq M. Reforma Agrare dhe Kolonizimi në Kosovë (1918-1941). Prishtinë: 
Instituti i Historisë, 2005. 
29 Ibid. P. 138. 
30 For more detalis, see: Obradoviq M. Reforma Agrare…; Osmani J. Lënda arkivore për kolonizimin…; 
Verli M. Reforma agrare Kolonizuese në Kosovë (1918-1941). Tiranë: Akademia e Shkencave të 
Republikës së Shqipërisë, Iliria, 1992. 
31 Osmani J. Kolonizimi Serb i Kosovës… P. 180. 
32 Shatri M. Marrëdhëniet ekonomike-Shoqërore në Prizren dhe Rrethinë (1918-1941). Prishtinë: Revista 
Kosova, nr. 15, Instituti i Historisë Prishtinë, 1986. P. 257. 
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develop more effective strategies for the de-nationalization of Albanian territories33. 
The mass expropriation of the Albanian peasantry led to their extreme 
impoverishment34.  

As a result of the ethnic cleansings and the colonization of Albanian lands, the 
ethnic structure of the population was changed35. The local population, faced with the 
numerous pressures exerted by the royal police and military authorities, as well as 
the lack of legal protection for their property and lives, was forced to emigrate. A 
portion of the Albanian population migrated to Turkey36, while another part in 
Albania, often assisted by the authorities themselves in securing travel 
documentation37. 

 
PRESENTATION OF THE PROBLEM OF THE ALBANIAN MINORITY OF THE KINGDOM OF SERBS, 
CROATS, AND SLOVENIANS TO THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS 

The Albanian people in the Kingdom of SCS, due to the difficult situation created 
after the Serbian-Montenegrin reoccupation in 1918-1919, developed a powerful 
liberation movement and important resistance in Kosovo and its surroundings, with 
the aim of liberation and national unification. In organizing and leading this 
movement, a key role was played by the Committee for the ‘National Defense of 
Kosovo’ (after 1925, known as the Kosovo Committee), the Muslim Political Party 
‘Xhemijeti’ or Bashkimi (which extended its activity to Kosovo, Macedonia and 
Sandzak), and the Kaçak (units) Movement. Despite the blows it received, the 
movement for liberation and national unification continued to remain active until the 
beginning of World War II38.  

Until 1928, the insurgent units organized actions in almost all Albanian territories 
within the Kingdom of SCS. After this year, a characteristic of this movement became 
the coordination of activities between former members of the Committee ‘National 
Defense of Kosovo’, now organized into the Committee of Kosovo, and members of 
the ‘Xhemijeti’, who continued to operate both within the country and abroad in 
cooperation with the political emigration. It was the members of the Committee 
‘National Defense of Kosovo’ (later members of the Committee of Kosovo) who 
illegally propagated among the people and legally protested in international 

                                                
33 Shovinist projects such as those of: B. Pajevic, Gj. Perinas, O. Kërstiç, A. Urošević, etc., and especially 
that of Vasa Čubrilović to alter ethnic relations by intensifying the displacement of Albanians, were 
entrusted for implementation to every segment of the Yugoslav military and civilian administration. For 
more detalis, see: Sinani A., Kryeziu V. Yugoslav Totalitarian Society, Discrimination Against Albanian and 
Bulgarian Minorities in Macedonia. Balkanistichen Forum. 2023. Vol. 32, Issue 3, P. 167-185. DOI: 
https://doi.org/10.37708/bf.swu.v32i3.9 
34 Abdyli R. Gjendja dhe Pozita e Klasës Punëtore në Kosovë (1918-1941). Prishtinë, 1986. P. 184; 
Osmani J. Lënda arkivore për kolonizimin dhe reformën agrare në Kosovë…  
35 Islami H. Kosova dhe Shqiptarë (çështje demografike). Prishtinë: Pena, 1990. P. 81. 
36 There were also interstate agreements on this issue, such as the one in 1938 where the government of 
the Yugoslav kingdom signed a convention with the government of the Republic of Turkey for the 
emigration of the Turkish population (in fact, it was about the relocation of the Albanian population of 
the Muslim confession), from the southern part of Serbia, namely from Kosovo and other Albanian 
territories that extended into 3 banovinas: in the banovina of Zeta, Morava and Vardar. 
37 For further details, see: Sejdiu F. Politika agrare si instrument i shtypjes nacionale në Kosovë. 
Prishtinë: UP-FJ, 2011. 
38 Bajrami H. Rrethanat shoqërore dhe politike në Kosovë (1918-1941). Prishtinë, 1981. P. 215. 
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organizations, such as the League of Nations39, against the arbitrariness and violence 
of the Serbian authorities towards Albanians in Kosovo and beyond. Meanwhile, 
members of the ‘Xhemijeti’ took advantage of their parliamentary mandate within the 
Serbo-Croatian-Slovenian parties to raise the Albanian issue in state institutions.  

Additionally, other patriots, through various groupings or individual efforts, 
appealed to the international arena to raise awareness about the violence exercised 
against Albanians in the Kingdom of SCS and later Yugoslavia. The protests of 
prominent Albanian patriots in Albania and abroad in the democratic world, against 
the anti-Albanian policies of the Serbian governments, were a great encouragement 
for the Albanians of Kosovo and other regions in the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and 
Slovenians40. These individuals did not hesitate to raise their voices in defense of 
their compatriots across the artificial border, despite the constant threats and 
pressures from Belgrade and beyond.  

In this context, the numerous and powerful protests from personalities operating both 
inside and outside the Kingdom of SCS, such as Hasan Prishtina, Bedri Pejani, Bajram 
Curri, Sali Nivica, Hysni Curri, Beqir Vokshi, Kadri Prishtina, as well as clergymen Dom 
Gjon Bisku, Dom Shtjefën Kurti, Dom Luigj Gashi, and many others, were of particular 
importance. These individuals addressed the League of Nations and the Great Powers 
with direct demands41. In these protests, among other things, the policy of expropriation 
and the forced displacement of Albanian peasants, as well as the colonization of their 
lands, was denounced. “…By installing Serbs and Montenegrins in Albanian lands…”42, it 
was said in one of the protests of the ‘Kosovo National Defense’ Committee, which also 
exposed the inhuman massacres in the Pristina region and other regions and emphasized 
that “…the Serbian government is colonizing Kosovo…”43, was further emphasized.  

Meanwhile, in a letter from the Committee ‘National Defense of Kosovo’, addressed 
to the British Foreign Office, the aggravated situation in Kosovo since the restoration 
of Serbian rule was described. It stated, among other things: “…Our Committee has 
drawn the attention of the Great Allied Powers of the Entente to what is happening 
and has revealed the murderous plans of the Belgrade Government. Consequently, we 
emphasize again that this Government is solely responsible for all that has happened, 
for all that is happening and for all that will happen in the territories of Kosovo…”44. 
                                                
39 The League of Nations was an intergovernmental organization founded on 10 January 1920 as a result 
of the Paris Peace Conference that ended World War I. It was the first international organization whose 
purpose was to maintain world peace. Its main goals, as stated in its charter, include the prevention of 
war through collective security and disarmament, and the settlement of international disputes through 
negotiation and arbitration. 
40 For more detalis, see: Rama F. Probleme të Pavarësisë dhe të Konsolidimit të Shtetit Shqiptar në 
Debatin Politik në Emigracionin Shqiptar (1925-1939). Botim në: Pavarësia e Shqipërisë dhe Sfida e 
Shtetit Shqiptar gjatë shek. XX (Përmbledhje studimesh), me rastin e 95-vjetorit të Shpalljes së Pavarësisë së 
Shqipërisë. Tiranë: Universiteti i Tiranës, Instituti i Historisë, Fakulteti i Historisë dhe i Filologjisë, 
Departamenti i Historisë së Shqipërisë, 2007. 
41 Verli M. Vështrimi për Raportet e Shqiptarëve me Fqinjët e tyre dhe me Evropën në Periudhën midis 
Dy Luftërave Botërore. Studime Historike. 1999. Nr. 3-4. P. 110. 
42 Central State Archives of the Republic of Albania (CSAPRA), General Directorate of Archives (GDA). 
Fund 846, D. 28/3, p. 59. 
43 CSARA, GDA. Fund 846, D. 33/1, nr. 708 578. 
44 Elise R., Destani B. (eds). Kosova një histori… P. 344. A letter from the “National Defense Committee of 
Kosovo” addressed to the British Foreign Ministry on May 24, 1919, describing the situation in Kosovo 
since the restoration of Serbian rule. On behalf of the committee “MKK”, the secretary Professor Bedri 
Beg Peja and the chairman Hoxha Kadriu.  
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After these, the reactions of three Albanian intellectuals and patriots of the time 
follow: Hasan Prishtina, Bedri Pejani, and Bajram Curri, as representatives of the 
‘United Committees of Albanian Irredentists’. They submitted a ‘memorandum of 
complaint’ to the head of the Council of the League of Nations in Geneva on 
September 26, 1924, in which they protested with arguments and facts about the 
situation of Albanians in Kosovo and the Serbian violence against them45. Among 
other things, it stated that “Our Committees have addressed the Peace Conference, 
the Conference of Ambassadors, the League of Nations, and the public opinion of the 
civilized world since the very first days of the re-establishment of Serbian rule in 
Kosovo, Macedonia, and Montenegro (October 15-30, 1918) to protest against the 
regime and the fact that the Serbo-Croatian-Slovenian state does not respect the 
rights of minorities, but also denies Albanians their right to life”46. This memorandum 
also included five documents as annexes, which were very important in proving the 
reality that Albanians in the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenians were 
experiencing47. 

These actions, as well as many others of the Serbo-Croatian-Slovenian Kingdom, 
specifically the Serbian and Montenegrin one, as we emphasized above, were in 
complete contradiction with the Treaty of Saint-Germain and the decisions under it 
on September 10, 191948, between the Allied Powers and the Kingdom of Serbs, 
Croats and Slovenian49. More concerning was the fact that the Council of the League of 
Nations took no action during its December 1924 session. Instead, it merely informed 
its members about the memorandum addressed to the Council by the ‘United 
Committees of Albanian Irredentists’, represented by Hasan Prishtina, Bajram Curri, 
and Bedri Pejani. The Council of the League of Nations also notified the Royal Serbo-
Croatian-Slovenian government, which immediately responded with a series of harsh 
and contradictory complaints50, attempting to deny the reality created after the 
                                                
45 United Nations Library & Archives Geneva (https://archives.ungeneva.org) (UNLAG). Fund (F.): 
Société des Nations (SdN), Les minorités albanaises en Yougoslavie [Royaume des Serbes, Croates, et 
Slovènes] – Représentants des Comités unis des Albanais irrédimés – Soumettent au Président du 
Conseil de la Société des Nations un mémorandum au sujet des Albanais de Cossovo [Kosovo], de la 
Macédoine et du Monténégro - Council document C.764.1924.I, (Registry: Classement no: 41, Document 
no: 39302, Dossier no: 11379), Date(s): 1924.09.26 (Création/Production), Reference Code: 
R1657/41/39302/11379 
46 Ibid. P. 1; For further detail see: Ahmetaj L., Sinani A. Wilson and European Policy in Albania (1918-
1920). SEEU Review. 2014. Vol. 10 (1). P. 119-133. DOI: https://doi.org/10.2478/seeur-2014-0011 
47 This memorandum also includes an appendix that outlines and elaborates, with evidence, seven points 
demonstrating the policy of Belgrade toward the Albanians, as follows: 1. The organization of armed 
bands under the name of national organizations; 2. The organization of periodic massacres under the 
pretext of suppressing the “kačaks” (deserters); 3. The colonization of destroyed villages and abandoned 
homes; 4. Legalized looting; 5. The mass emigration of Albanians; 6. Constitutional freedom; 7. Serbian 
justice. 
48 For more detalis, see: MacMillan M. Paris 1919… 
49 Verli M. Nga Kosova për Kosovën. Vëll. I. Tiranë, 2006. P. 244.  
50 These important documents can be found at the United Nations Library & Archives in Geneva, under 
the Fonds: Société des Nations. They include the response from the Yugoslav government regarding 
complaints from minorities submitted to the League of Nations, presented in the form of a memorandum 
by the so-called “United Committees of Albanian Irredentists”. These documents were submitted on 
September 26, 1924, and November 29, 1924, with three appendices attached: Appendix No. 1 about the 
death of the Albanian rebel from Kosovo, Azem Bejta, also known as Azem Galiza, on July 25, 1924; 
Appendix No. 2 about the exchange of gunfire with the bands of Mehmed Konjuh and the Bajçinovci 
brothers; Appendix No. 3 regarding the influx of Albanians. 
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Serbian-Montenegrin reoccupation and the actual situation of the Albanian minority 
in the SCS Kingdom.  

These official responses stated, among other things, that “…the royal government 
does not find it necessary to respond to the accusations of a disgrace such as the 
‘Union of Albanian Irredentist Committees’” and that “…these committees are neither 
qualified nor authorized to speak on behalf of the Albanian minorities in the 
Kingdom”51. They also reminded the League of Nations and its mechanisms that such 
complaints lacked substance, as they came from individuals who were not competent 
and were not elected by the Albanian people of this kingdom52.  

However, the diplomatic efforts of Albanian patriots and intellectuals, especially 
those of Hasan Prishtina53, for the resolution of the Albanian issue in the Kingdom of 
Serbs, Croats, and Slovenians, undoubtedly driven by the extraordinary situation in 
which Albanians found themselves, did not cease. He continuously sought to highlight 
the reality of the Albanians’ condition in this kingdom. The focus of these efforts was 
to stop the measures with eliminatory and genocidal tendencies against the Albanian 
people, implemented by the Belgrade regime54.  

On March 15, 1927, he addressed a protest to the Secretary-General of the League 
of Nations, Sir Eric Drummond, informing him about the situation of Albanians in the 
SKS Kingdom. In this protest, he emphasized:“…the desperate situation of the 
Albanians living in Yugoslavia compels me to once again appeal to the League of 
Nations, urging it to take further measures to assist an oppressed and tortured 
people”55. In this protest, Hasan Prishtina summarized his demands to the League of 
Nations in three points, presenting factual arguments that confirmed the dire 
situation of Albanians in the SCS Kingdom. He emphasized that nearly one million 
Albanians living in this kingdom had no schools in their native language and that, in 
addition to the prohibition of national education, the Serbian government was using 
all possible means to annihilate them – killing, plundering, imposing heavy taxes, and 
even confiscating their property without any compensation, which was then given to 
Serbian and Montenegrin colonists forcibly settled in their lands. Furthermore, 
Albanians were being forced to leave their homeland in large numbers56. At the very 
end of this protest, Hasan Prishtina requested the League of Nations to “appoint an 
                                                
51 Elise R., Destani B. (eds). Kosova një histori… P. 370. Response of the Yugoslav Government to the 
complaints of minorities sent to the League of Nations, submitted in the form of a memorandum by the 
so-called “United Committees of Albanian Irredentists” on 26 September 1924, on 29 November 1924, 
with three documents in the appendix: Appendix No. 1 on the death of the Albanian rebel from Kosovo, 
Azem Bejta, also known as Azem Galiza, on 25 July 1924; Appendix No. 2. on the exchange of fire with the 
gangs of Mehmed Konjuh and the Bajçinovci brothers; and Appendix No. 3. on the influx of Albanians.  
52 Ibid. P. 370-371. 
53 For more on Hasan Prishtina’s role in relation to the League of Nations, see: Veselaj K., Muçaj S. Hasan 
Prishtina dhe Lidhja e Kombeve (1924-1931). Ballkan Journal of Interdisciplinary Research. 2015. Vol. 1, 
No. 1 (May). P. 246-253. 
54 Veselaj K. Kërkesat E intelektualëve Shqiptarë dërguar Lidhjes Së Kombeve për Realizimin E Të 
Drejtave Qytetare Dhe kombëtare Të shqiptarëve Në Mbretërinë Ish-Jugosllave (1924-1931). Kosova. 
2025. Vol. 49 (April). P. 77. 
55 Kosovo State Archives Agency (ASHAK). Fund: Ministry of Foreign Affairs, NO: League of Nations in 
Geneva, year 1927-1937. “Protest of Hasan Prishtina, Vienna, date 15 March 1927, sent to the Secretary 
General of the League of Nations, Sir Erik Drummond”. Folio 1. 
56 According to historian Robert C. Austin “The minimal goal was to secure the rights of minorities for the 
minorities…”. Austin R.C. Shtegu i pashkelur i Fan Nolit: Demokracia Shqiptare në vitet 1920-1924. 
Tiranë: Publisher “Albin”, 2000. P. 3. 
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impartial commission with the task of going to Yugoslavia and examining on-site the 
situation of the Albanian minority there”57.  

However, on April 15, 1927, Sir Eric Drummond himself informed Hasan Prishtina 
that his protest could not be considered, citing that the claims were too general in 
nature. As such, this response was not well received by the representatives of the 
Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenians in the League of Nations, who reacted to the 
director of the Minorities Sector, Kolbani, seeking assurance from him that the 
response from the Secretary-General was “…a usual formality and entirely without 
any value”58. Due to this diplomatic policy and dissatisfied with the League of Nations’ 
negligence in considering his protest of March 15, 1927, Hasan Prishtina was 
compelled to react again. In August of the same year, while living in Vienna, the 
capital of Austria (where he was acting as an émigré), he drafted a new 
memorandum, more detailed and supported by facts and arguments, as a supplement 
to his previous protest. He also made numerous contacts with various officials from 
European diplomacy and beyond, including the Under-Secretary of the League of 
Nations, Grandin, and other collaborators59. 

These efforts and diplomatic endeavors of Hasan Prishtina and others were aimed 
at internationalizing the Albanian issue in the SKS Kingdom and raising global public 
awareness about the dire situation of Albanians in this kingdom. However, due to the 
influence of the Great Powers and the diplomatic relations of the time, these efforts 
often encountered obstacles and did not achieve the desired results. Almost all of 
Hasan Prishtina’s diplomatic activity in Geneva was closely monitored by Serbian-
Croatian-Slovenian diplomacy, which made efforts and succeeded in sabotaging the 
discussion of the 1927 memorandum in the League of Nations. However, Hasan 
Prishtina’s persistence forced the Council of the League of Nations to consider the 
memorandum of March 15, 1927, which was supplemented and detailed in August of 
the same year. The inclusion of this memorandum in the League of Nations’ agenda 
sparked a ‘diplomatic battle’, and only in April 1929 – almost two years after the 
petition of March 15 – did Hasan Prishtina succeed in drawing the League of Nations’ 
attention once again, and it was included in the organization’s work program. 

Hasan Prishtina reacted again with a petition dated April 5, 1929, this time in even 
more detail, addressing the situation and the denial of rights that belonged to national 
minorities according to international conventions and in accordance with the 
principles of contemporary humanity. Likely, this petition, compared to the one from 
1927, was written with a more diplomatic and measured tone, particularly in relation 
to the League of Nations and its mechanisms60. In this petition, details were also 

                                                
57 ASHAK. Fund: Ministry of Foreign Affairs, NO: League of Nations in Geneva, year 1927-1937. “Protest 
of Hasan Prishtina, Vienna, date 15 March 1927, sent to the Secretary General of the League of Nations, 
Sir Erik Drummond”. Folio 2. 
58 Verli M. Rreth Veprimtarisë Diplomatike të Hasan Prishtinës për çështjen shqiptare, nga Parlamenti 
Osman deri në Lidhjen e Kombeve. Veprimtari Atdhetare e Hasan Prishtinës (konferencë shkencore – 13-
14 tetor 2012). Vëllimi 4. Shkup: Instituti i Trashëgimisë Shpirtërore, 2012. P. 360. 
59 Pirraku M. Hasan Prishtina, Vlerë sublime e Kombit. Prishtinë: Shoqata e të Burgosurve politikë e 
Kosovës, 2013. P. 276. 
60 The more measured tone of Hasan Prishtina in the last two petitions/memorandums, from August 
1927 (presented on April 5, 1929) and March 15, 1930, was related to the new international situation 
created after the adoption of the Paris Treaty of August 27, 1928, signed by the member states of the 
League of Nations. According to this Treaty, war as a means to achieve freedom was condemned, and 
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provided about the violence, terror, murders, tax administration, freedom of the 
press, and the consequences of the terror exercised during elections and beyond. The 
petition was also more measured and free of harsh insults against the SCS-Yugoslav 
Kingdom61, considering that in his response to the previous protest, the Secretary-
General of the League of Nations, Sir Eric Drummond, had stated that “…the general 
nature of my statements in the letter did not allow the League of Nations to 
determine whether the procedure prescribed by the Council for a minority complaint 
could be applied”. Hasan Prishtina’s new petition was therefore more carefully 
crafted to meet the necessary requirements for consideration by the League62. 

Although extraordinary diplomatic efforts were made by the Yugoslav royal 
government to oppose this petition, which even responded to the Council of the 
League of Nations that the petition was unacceptable, justifying this by claiming that 
Hasan Prishtina “…had been a revolutionary and an irredentist involved in subversive 
activities against Yugoslavia”63, the Yugoslav government also submitted a rebuttal 
memorandum to the Council of the League of Nations on August 21, 1929. This 
memorandum disputed Hasan Prishtina’s accusations of oppression of the Albanian 
minority in Yugoslavia and stated that in Yugoslavia “…there existed a large number 
of schools with separate classes for Albanian children”64, a claim which, as the 
Albanian protests sent to the League of Nations proved, does not hold. 

However, in September 1929, the Committee of Three examined Hasan Prishtina’s 
petition, and the League of Nations set up a commission composed of representatives 
of Great Britain, Persia, and Finland to closely examine the situation of the minorities 
of the Serbo-Croat-Slovenian (Yugoslav) Kingdom, as reported by the Albanians to the 
League of Nations and its agencies. However, from the report of this commission, 
dated December 29, 1929, there was no concrete and effective result, showing that 
the League of Nations, apparently, was under the influence of the Great Powers and 
followed the line of their political interests, ignoring the interests of small peoples65. 

 
CONCLUSIONS 

The period from 1920 to 1929 describes a challenging and eventful time for 
Albanians, especially those living in Kosovo, Macedonia, and Montenegro, which were 

                                                                                                                                  
state borders could only be reconsidered and changed through bilateral negotiations between the 
conflicting parties. Therefore, after this, Hasan Prishtina shifted his focus towards securing a political 
solution for the issue of Kosovo within the framework of the League of Nations’ activities. 
61 UNLAG, F: SdN, Petition De Hassan Bey Prishtina Concernant Là Situation De La Minorite Albanaise 
Dan Le Dit Royayne, Protection Des Minorites Dans Le Royaume Des Serbes, Croates Et Slovenes, Note 
du Secretaire general, (Document C. 334, 1909, I), (Voir également C. 370. 1929. I), Date(s): 1929-1930 
(Creation), Protection period to: 1970-12-31 Registry no: 4/13737/10528, Reference Code: R2166-4-
10528-13737. 
62 Ibid. P. 248. 
63 UNLAG. F: SdN, Minorités albanaises dans le Royaume des Serbes, Croates et Slovènes – Mémoire 
communiqué par M. Choumenkovitch, 21 août 1929, Date(s): 1929, Note: Protection period to: 1969-12-
31, Registry No: 4/13975/10528, Reference Code: R2166/4/13975/10528. This refers to the Letter 
from the Government of the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes (J. Sumenkovic, the permanent 
delegation of the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes to the League of Nations) sent to the League of 
Nations, Geneva, on July 11, 1929. 
64 Ibid; The memorandum from the permanent delegate of Yugoslavia sent to the League of Nations 
regarding the treatment of the Albanian population in the Kingdom of Yugoslavia, on August 21, 1929. 
65 Pirraku M. Hasan Prishtina… P. 308. 
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occupied by the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenians. Despite the insecurity and 
oppression imposed by the Serbo-Montenegrin regime, Albanians continued to fight 
for their national rights and the preservation of their identity. The engagement of 
prominent figures and national organizations, as well as the use of diplomatic and 
legal instruments, demonstrate the relentless efforts to be heard on the international 
stage, such as in the League of Nations and its organizations. 

During this period, the colonizing policies and agrarian reforms of the Serbian and 
Montenegrin kingdoms were aimed at eliminating the Albanian population and 
changing the ethnic structures in Kosovo and Macedonia, but also in Montenegro. 
However, Albanians did not stop in their search for justice and freedom, using 
international documents and protests to help their cause. Historical documents, 
memoranda and protests of this period, such as those of Hasan Prishtina, his 
associates and other organizations, have been a strong form of reaction to the 
injustices that Albanians were experiencing. 

Despite all the challenges and disadvantages, Albanians in this period 
demonstrated an extraordinary strength of resistance to assimilation and oppression. 
Their contributions to the defense of Albanians in the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and 
Slovenians and their rights were indelible and helped strengthen the national feeling 
for future generations. This work testifies to the continuous efforts of the Albanian 
people for freedom, justice and the recognition of their rights, giving a clear picture of 
the history of Albanians in the post-World War I period – and among its most 
important periods. 
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