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ABSTRACT 
The purpose of the research paper is to identify, describe, and characterize the cultural 

and chronological horizons of the Choma archaeological complex, located in the Berehove 
District of the Transcarpathian Region, in the northern part of the Szipa Hát tract (in 
Hungarian, ‘Sipa Hill’). Given the key status of the monument, this study is important for 
historical reconstructions of settlement processes in the northeastern part of the Verkhnyotis 
historical and geographical region in antiquity and the Middle Ages. 

The scientific novelty. The attention of researchers of the Choma archaeological complex 
since the beginning of its excavations in 1986 has been focused on the burials of the second 
half of the 10th century AD as the key horizon of the monument, which were defined as Old 
Hungarian without proper argumentation. Information on materials from other cultural and 
chronological horizons, to the extended analysis of which this publication is devoted, was 
introduced into scientific circulation in a fragmentary and cursory manner, and was 
sometimes completely absent. As a result of the comprehensive examination, it was possible 
not only to question the Hungarian attribution of the burial ground, but also to identify the 
preceding antiquities of the Thracians and Germans, as well as the multicultural horizon of the 
second half of the 11th–12th centuries AD, i.e., the time range after the period of the burials. 

Conclusions. During the archaeological research of the expedition of Kemerovo State 
University (headed by V. Bobkov) (1986-1987) and Uzhhorod State University (1993-1994, 
1996-1999), objects (dwellings 1-2, building, pottery kiln, cremation (I-II) and inhumation (1-
68) burials) of five time periods were discovered: 1) Late Bronze Age (dwelling 1); 2) end of 
the 2nd century AD (Germanic cremation burials I-II); 3) 3rd–4th centuries AD (pottery kiln); 
4) second half of the 10th–11th centuries AD (68 burials of nomads); 5) second half of the 11th–
12th centuries AD (dwelling 2, building 1). 

The early horizon of the site’s occupation is represented by a dwelling of the 1st classical 
phase of the Gava culture (10th–8th centuries BC). The second Choma layer is represented by 
two cremation burials located on the outskirts of the tract in the immediate vicinity of the Sip 
stream. The third chronological horizon of the site in the Szipa Hát tract is distinguished on 
the basis of a two-tiered pottery kiln. The fourth, most representative horizon of Choma, 
represents the burials of nomads of the second half of the 10th–11th centuries AD. All graves 
are oriented in the same way – northwest-southeast. Based on the topography of the burials, it 
was established that the cemetery was mainly laid out in a regular pattern. The fifth 
chronological horizon of Choma is represented by two objects of semi-dugout construction: a 
dwelling and a building of the second half of the 11th–12th centuries AD. 

Keywords: Upper Potyssia, Choma archaeological complex, Thracians, Gava culture, 
Germans, necropolis, nomads, Middle Ages, ceramics 
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АНОТАЦІЯ 
Метою дослідження є виділення, опис і характеристика культурно-хронологічних 

горизонтів Чомського археологічного комплексу, розміщеного у Берегівському районі 
Закарпатської області, у північній частині урочища Сіпа Хат (з угорської мови – «Пагорб 
Сіпа»). Зважаючи на ключовий статус пам’ятки для історичних реконструкцій процесів 
заселення північно-східної частини Верхньотиського історико-географічного регіону в 
давнину та добу середньовіччя поставлені завдання конкретизації особливостей 
матеріальної культури кожного зі стратиграфічно виділених горизонтів для уточнення 
етнічної та племінної атрибуцій колективів, які сформували цілісність культурного 
шару на даній локації. 

Наукова новизна. Увага дослідників Чомського археологічного комплексу з 1986 р. 
зводилася до вивчення захоронень другої половини 10 ст. н.е., які без належної 
аргументації визначалися як давньоугорські. Фрагментарно та бігло до наукового обігу 
вводилась, а іноді взагалі відсутня, інформація про матеріали інших культурно-
хронологічних горизонтів, розширеному аналізу яких і присвячена дана публікація. У 
результаті комплексного розгляду вдалося не тільки поставити під сумнів питання 
угорської атрибуції могильника, а й виділити передуючі йому старожитності фракійців 
і германців, а також мультикультурний горизонт другої половини 11-12 ст. н.е., тобто 
часового діапазону після періоду закладення поховань. 

Висновки. У ході археологічних досліджень експедиції Кемеровського державного 
університету (керівник В. Бобков) (1986-1987 рр.) та Ужгородського державного 
університету (1993-1994, 1996-1999 рр.) виявлені об’єкти (житла 1-2, будівля, гончарна 
піч, кремаційні (І-ІІ) та інгумаційні (1-68) поховання) п’яти часових зрізів: 1) епохи 
пізньої бронзи (житло 1); 2) кінець 2 ст. н.е. (германські кремаційні поховання І-ІІ); 3) 3-
4 ст. н.е. (гончарна піч); 4) друга половина 10-11 ст. н.е. (68 поховань номадів); 5) друга 
половина 11-12 ст. н.е. (житло 2, будівля 1). 

Ранній горизонт заселення пам’ятки представлений житлом 1 класичної фази 
культури Гава (10-8 ст. до н.е.). Другий шар Чоми представлений двома тілопальними 
похованнями, розміщеними на окраїні урочища у безпосередній близькості від потічка 
Сіпа. Третій хронологічний горизонт пам’ятки в урочищі Сіпа Хат виділений на основі 
гончарної печі двоярусної конструкції. Четвертий, найбільш репрезентований горизонт 
Чоми, представляють поховання кочівників другої половини 10-11 ст. н.е. Усі могили 
орієнтовані однаково – північний захід – південний схід. На основі топографії 
розміщення поховань встановлено, що забудова могильника була переважно рядова. 
П’ятий хронологічний горизонт Чоми представлений двома об’єктами 
напівземлянкової конструкції: житлом і будівлею другої половини 11-12 ст. н.е. 

Ключові слова: Верхнє Потисся, Чомський археологічний комплекс, фракійці, 
культура Ґава, германці, некрополь, кочівники, середньовіччя, кераміка 
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INTRODUCTION 
Research on antiquities in the northeastern part of the Verkhnyotis historical and 

geographical region (the Transcarpathian Region of Ukraine) has today allowed us to 
outline the basic development of the region’s population in antiquity and the Middle 
Ages. One of the reference monuments for historical reconstructions was the Choma 
archaeological complex (Berehove District), located on the western outskirts of the 
village in the northern part of the Szipa Hát tract (from Hungarian – ‘Sipa Hill’) (Fig. 1). 

The purpose of the study is to identify, describe, and characterize the cultural and 
chronological horizons of the Choma archaeological complex. Given the key status of 
the monument, this study is important for historical reconstructions of settlement 
processes in the northeastern part of the Verkhnyotis historical and geographical 
region in antiquity and the Middle Ages. Accordingly, the tasks included specifying 
the features of the material culture of each of the stratigraphically identified horizons 
in order to clarify the ethnic and tribal attributions of the collectives that formed the 
integrity of the cultural layer at this location. 

 
LITERATURE REVIEW 

The materials discovered during the excavations of the Choma archaeological 
complex have not yet been properly reflected in the scientific literature, despite the 
considerable time (40 years) that has passed since the beginning of large-scale 
scientific research. The primary sources are the reports on field archaeological work 
carried out by the expeditions of Kemerovo State University and Uzhhorod State 
University. It should be noted that the report on the 1987 excavations of the 
monument is missing. 

The vast majority of publications focus exclusively on materials from the ‘Old 
Hungarian’ horizon (V.A. Bobkov1, E.A. Balaguri2, Ya.A. Aleshkevych3, 
V.G. Kotygoroshko4, B. Keish5, Y.V. Kobal6, and others), but due to insufficient 
documentation, there are significant gaps and inaccuracies in these articles. First and 
foremost, this concerns the horizontal and vertical stratigraphy of the entire complex, 
as well as the in-depth analysis of specific features. As a rule, only individual burial 
complexes of nomads and their associated material assemblages are presented, without 
a thorough examination of the distinctive characteristics of funerary practices. 

                                                
1 Бобков В.А. О времени заселения венграми Верхнего Потисья. Acta Hungarica (Ужгород). 1992. 
№ 1. С. 117-119. 
2 Балагури Э.А. Актуальные вопросы древней истории венгров в свете новейших исследований. 
Acta Hungarica (Ужгород). 1992. № 1. С. 94-97. Балагури Э.А. Население Верхнего Потисья в эпоху 
бронзы. Ужгород, 2001.  
3 Алешкевич Я.А. Обряд поховання угорців із конем (за матеріалом Чомського могильника). 
Carpatica – Карпатика. Старожитності Верхнього Потисся та суміжних регіонів. Ужгород, 1998. 
Вип. 5. С. 201-204. 
4 Котигорошко В.Г. Вопросы происхождения и этнокультурной принадлежности населения 
Верхнего Потисья римского времени. Доисторическое и раннеисторическое заселение Восточной 
Словакии в отношении к смежным областям: материалы междунар. конф. (Нитра, 26-30 сент. 
1983 г.). Нитра: Ин-т археологии Словацкой АН в Нитре, 1986. С. 227-238; Котигорошко В.Г. 
Гончарное производство в Верхнем Потисье ІІІ в. до н.э. – IV в. н.э. Východoslovenský pravek (Košice). 
1993. № IV. C. 143-156. 
5 Kész B. A honfoglalás kori magyarok emlékei kárpátalján. Kárpátaljai szemle. 1993. № 1. Old. 14-15. 
6 Kobály J. Néhány adat Kárpáyalja honfoglalás és Árpad-kori leleteiről. A Nyiregyházi Jósa András 
múzeum Évkönyve (Nyiregyháza). 2001. № XLIII. Old. 197-224. 
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Representatives of the Research Institute of Carpathian Studies of the State Higher 
Educational Institution ‘Uzhhorod National University’ have attempted in recent 
decades to restore information on all cultural and chronological horizons using 
archival materials. Still, here too, we note a specific fragmentation and a lack of a 
comprehensive approach. Only individual elements of the material culture of the 
inhabitants of the Choma archaeological complex have been analyzed, including 
Thracian, Germanic, and ‘Hungarian’ objects and layers of the settlement that covered 
the horizon of burials in the second half of the 11th–12th centuries AD. Furthermore, 
having specified the principal burial horizon, I. Prokhnenko7 raised the question of 
revising its ethnic attribution from Hungarian to Pecheneg. However, a final 
resolution of this issue requires a more precise chronological clarification of all 
complexes, as well as a detailed analysis of the cultural origin of the closest and most 
reliable parallels. One of the most recent articles by I. Prokhnenko, co-authored with 
S. Al Halabi and A. Türk, is devoted to the dating of the dirham from Choma8. 

 
GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE NECROPOLIS 

The burials of the necropolis, from which the study of the location began, are 
located 600-700 m east of Houses №№ 27 and 29 on Sándor Petőfi Street in this 
settlement and 800 m northeast of the secondary school, on an arable field. In 1985, 
during reconnaissance in the Berehove District of the Transcarpathian Region of 
Ukraine, the archaeological expedition of Kemerovo State University (headed by 
V.A. Bobkov) received information from local residents that, during the construction 
of a collective farm wine cellar in 1959, diggers had discovered the burial of a nomad. 
The found iron stirrups, bit, ‘sword’, arrowheads, and a whole horse skeleton were 
transferred to the local school museum, where they were eventually lost9. 

This information became the basis for conducting fieldwork by the expedition of 
Kemerovo State University in 1986-1987, during which 28 underground burials10, a 
dwelling, and a pottery kiln were discovered. The documentation and excavation 
materials were taken to Kemerovo, and only in the 1990s was a small part of the 

                                                
7 Прохненко И.А. Дирхемы в контексте племенной атрибуции кочевнических древностей 
Карпатского ареала Х в. н.э. Identităţi culturale locale şi regionale în context European. Studii de 
arheologie şi antropologie istorică. In memoriam Alexandri V. Matei. Cluj-Napoca, 2010. С. 635-640; 
Прохненко І.А. «Устремишася чересъ горы великия и почаша воевати на живущая ту словѣни…»: 
легенда про переселення угорців вождя Алмоша за Карпати через Верецький перевал. Українська 
гунгаристика (Ужгород). 2019. Вип. 1. С. 6-26; Прохненко І.А. Населення Закарпаття VI-Х ст.: 
конфлікт інформації письмових джерел з даними археології. Фортеця: збірник заповідника 
Тустань. Львів: ПРОСТІР-М, 2022. Кн. V. С. 10-51; Прохненко І.А. Міграційні процеси на території 
Закарпаття в добу середньовіччя. Ідентичності в умовах пограниччя. Матеріали ІІ-ї міжнародної 
наукової конференції (Ужгород, 9-10 лютого 2023 р.). Ужгород, 2024. С. 30-47; Прохненко И.А., 
Калиниченко В.А. Завоевание венграми вождя Алмоша славянского княжества дуки Лаборца – 
реальная история населения Верхнего Потисья конца IX – начала X вв. н.э. или очередной 
региональный миф? Едициjа Jухорска чтениjа. Звезде над Jухором. Тематски зборник. Своjново-
Крушевац, 2020. С. 193-204. 
8 Al Halabi S., Türk A., Prohnenko I. Adatok a honfoglalás… Old. 293-300. 
9 Бобков В.А. Отчёт о разведках в Береговском и Мукачевском районах Закарпатской области УССР 
в 1985 году. Кемерово, 1986; Бобков В.А. Отчёт о раскопках безкурганного могильника у села 
Чома Береговского района и разведках на территории Закарпатской области УССР в 1986 году по 
открытому листу № 197/125. Кемерово, 1987. 
10 Бобков В.А. О времени заселения венграми Верхнего Потисья… С. 117-119. 
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burial inventory (without documentation) returned to Transcarpathia through the 
efforts of O.V. Dzembas11. 

In 1993-1994 and 1996-1999, excavations at the site were carried out by an 
archaeological expedition of Uzhhorod State University. During the work, two 
cremations and 40 inhumation burials, dwelling 2, and a building were discovered12. 
It was established that in the Szipa Hát tract in the second half of the 10th century AD, 
a soil burial ground functioned, consisting of at least 68 burials. The researchers’ 
attention was focused on these burials as a key horizon of the site, which they 
identified as ‘Old Hungarian’, without proper argumentation13. Much less information 
was introduced into scientific circulation about materials from other cultural and 
chronological horizons, the general analysis of which is the subject of this publication. 

The objects discovered during the excavations of the Choma complex (dwellings 1-
2, building, pottery kiln, cremation (I-II) and inhumation (1-68) burials) belong to 
five time periods. 

The early (first) horizon of the site’s settlement is represented by dwelling 1 
(Fig. 2). It is subrectangular in plan, measuring 4×1.8-2.3 m. The walls are slightly 
inclined to the floor and are 0.25-0.35 m deep into the mainland. The major axis of the 
structure is oriented according to the cardinal points (west-east line). The bottom is 
sloping, and the depth increases toward the hearth located near the northern wall. 
The dimensions of the hearth are 1.6×1.2 m, and it is 0.35 m deep into the floor. The 
dwelling was filled with fragments of 15 vessels (Fig. 2, 1-15), the shapes of which are 
characteristic of the classical phase of the Gava culture (10-8 centuries BC)14. 

 
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE BURIALS 

The second chronological horizon of Choma is represented by two cremation 
burials located on the edge of the tract in the immediate vicinity of the Sip stream. 
Burial I was discovered at a depth of 0.5 m below the modern surface. In a burial pit 
with a diameter of 0.35 m and a depth of 0.2 m, 0.2 kg of bone remains were 
recorded. The burial inventory consisted of a fibula, part of a buckle, crutches, knife 
fragments, rings, a number of non-diagnostic items, a hand-molded bowl, and a 
spindle whorl (Fig. 3, 1-14). The main chronological indicator of the burial is a bronze 
fibula (Fig. 3, 3). It has a semi-cylindrical protrusion on the back and a fan-shaped 
decoration in the area of the bow and catch-length: 2.6 cm (Fig. 3, 3). According to the 
classification of O. Almgren, this clasp belongs to type 43. Similar fibulas were 
widespread in the second half of the 2nd – early 3rd centuries AD in the environment of 
various cultures of the Carpathian–Danubian area and regions north of it. They are 

                                                
11 Kész B. A honfoglalás kori magyarok emlékei kárpátalján… Old. 15; Kobály J. Néhány adat Kárpáyalja 
honfoglalás és Árpad-kori leleteiről… Old. 197-224. 
12 Балагури Э.А., Котигорошко В.Г., Прохненко И.А. Отчёт о проведении археологических 
исследований древневенгерского могильника на окраине с. Чома Береговского района 
Закарпатской области Украины в 1999 году. Ужгород, 2000. The Scientific Archive of the Institute of 
Archaeology, NAS of Ukraine. Fund 64 ‘Ф.е.’, File 1999/123. 29 с.  
13 Балагури Э.А., Фодор И. Раскопки могильника периода приобретения венграми новой отчизны в 
с. Чома, Береговского района Закарпатской области. Carpatica – Карпатика. Старожитності 
Верхнього Потисся та суміжних регіонів. Ужгород, 1998. Вип. 5. С. 175-178. 
14 Балагури Э.А. Население Верхнего Потисья в эпоху бронзы. Ужгород, 2001. С. 303, 305-311, 315, 
рис. 97-102. 
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known in the burials of Ochkov15, Čačov (Slovakia)16, and other necropolises in 
Slovakia and Hungary17. 

T. Kolník attributes the fibulae from Ochkov to the earliest chronological horizon 
of the burial ground, dating them to the end of the 2nd – beginning of the 
3rd century AD18. The clasp from Čačov is distinguished by additional decoration with 
silver foil and comes from a complex that included a coin of Hadrian (117-138 AD)19. 
The find belongs to the B2/C1 phase. T. Kolník associates the appearance of fibulae of 
type A 43 in Slovakia with the movements of Germanic tribes during the 
Marcomannic Wars. The researcher dated fibulae of this type to the third quarter of 
the 2nd century AD20. Materials from the territory of Poland confirm this21. According 
to K. Godlowski, type A 43 fasteners were typical of women’s clothing22. Burial I, near 
the village of Choma, can also be classified as female based on the presence of a 
spindle wheel in its complex23. 

The bowl is hand-molded, black-polished, with clearly pronounced traces of 
secondary firing. The rim is slightly bent, and the bottom is concave. The vessel is 
ornamented with three vertical depressions. Product parameters: rim diameter – 
13 cm; bottom diameter – 3 cm; height – 3.7 cm (Fig. 3, 1). Similar in shape and 
ornamentation to black-polished molded bowls, but of a slimmer silhouette, are 
known from Germanic burials of the late 2nd century AD, in particular from the 
aforementioned Čačov complex24, as well as from sites in Poland25. 

The stratigraphic features of the cremation burials near the village of Choma allow 
us to attribute them to a single necropolis complex. Their relative poverty and 
significant distance from one another indicate that these burials are located on the 
periphery of the burial ground. The absence of other cremation burials in the Szipa 
Hát tract gives reason to assume that the main part of the necropolis was located on 
the left bank of the stream and has now been completely destroyed due to the 
                                                
15 Kolnik T. Popolnicové pohrebisko z mladšej doby rimskej a počiatcu doby st’ahovania národov v 
Očkove pri Piešt’anoch. Slovenská archeológia (Bratislava). 1956. Vol. IV (2). S. 283, 287; obr. 9, 4; 185, 
obr. 1, 1,4; Kolnik T. K typologii a chronologii niektorých spon z mladšej doby rimskej na juhozapadnom 
Slovensku. Slovenská archeológia (Bratislava). 1965. Vol. XIII (1). S. 183-236. 
16 Kolnik T. K typologii a chronologii niektorých spon… S. 185, obr. 1, 2; Ondrouch V. Bohaté hroby z doby 
rimskej na Slovensku. Novšie nálezy. Bratislava, 1957. S. 55, 216-217; Tab. 13, 12a-12b; Godlowski K. The 
chronology of the late roman and early migration periods in Central Europe. Krakow, 1970. Р. 10; 
Tejral J. Mahren und die markomannenkriege. Slovenská archeológia (Bratislava). 1983. Vol. XXXI (1). 
Abb. 21, 5. 
17 Kolnik T. K typologii a chronologii niektorých spon… S. 185, obr. 1, 5-6; Прохненко І.А. Кремаційні 
поховання біля села Чома Берегівського району Закарпатської області. Археологічні дослідження 
Львівського університету. Львів, 2004. Вип. 7. С. 315-316. 
18 Kolnik T. Popolnicové pohrebisko z mladšej doby… S. 260, 283. 
19 Ondrouch V. Bohaté hroby z doby rimskej na Slovensku… S. 62. 
20 Kolnik T. K typologii a chronologii niektorých spon… S. 185. 
21 Godlowski K. The chronology… Рl. I, 52; II, 41; 10; Godlowski K. Materialy do poznania kultury 
przeworskiej na Gornym Slasku (czesc II). Materialy starozytne I wczesnosredniowieczne. Warszawa, 
1977. T. IV. S. 212-213, Taf. XLII, 5-6; Godlowski K. «Superiores barbari» und die markomannenkriege im 
lichte archaologischer quellen. Slovenská archeológia (Bratislava). 1984. Vol. XXXII (2). S. 337, Abb. 5, 6.  
22 Godlowski K. Materialy do poznania kultury… S. 234-235. 
23 Рикман Э.А. Этническая история населения Поднестровья и прилегающего Подунавья в первых 
веках нашей эры. Москва, 1975; Прохненко І.А. Кремаційні поховання… С. 315-319. 
24 Ondrouch V. Bohaté hroby z doby rimskej na Slovensku… S. 60, Tab. 15. 
25 Tejral J. Mahren und die markomannenkriege… Abb. 17, 14; Godlowski K. The chronology… Рl. I, 8, 13; 
II, 41. 
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construction of an asphalt road and a reservoir. The only source for dating and 
determining the ethnicity of the inhabitants of the second horizon is the material 
complex of burial I.  

The analysis of this complex allows us to link the cremation burials near the village 
of Choma with the Germanic ethnic group, in particular the Vandals, and to date them 
to the last quarter of the 2nd century AD. The proposed interpretation is consistent 
with historical events in the Upper Potyssia, primarily the movements of tribes, 
including Germanic military units, during the Marcomannic Wars, and is also 
supported by materials from archaeological sites in Transcarpathia, particularly the 
military burials of the late 2nd century AD. As of today, except for burials, the presence 
of the carriers of the Przeworsk culture in this territory is evidenced only by ceramic 
materials from several settlements, in particular, isolated fragments of pottery from 
the sites of Korytniany I, Matievo, Osii, and Vuzlove26. 

The exceptions are two buildings in the settlement near the village of Bucha, 
where Germanic ceramics (about 95%) significantly prevail over Thracian ceramics. 
It should also be noted that the relatively short distance between the settlement in 
Bucha (now a microdistrict of the city of Berehove) and the burials near the village of 
Choma is about 3 km. The mentioned sites testify to the penetration and settlement of 
the Germanic population in the Thracian autochthonous environment. During the 
period of Germanic migrations, significant economic shifts in the development of the 
local Thracian substratum took place, in particular, the restoration of trade relations 
in the 3rd century AD, which is confirmed by the establishment of a large pottery 
production center in Beregshuran–Luzhanka (Astei), located approximately 5 km 
from Choma and Bucha27. 

It is with this production that the pottery kiln of the Choma complex is associated, 
which characterizes the monument’s third chronological horizon in the Szipa Hát 
tract. The kiln has a two-tiered structure (Fig. 4). The mouth opened into the kiln pit. 
The furnace is divided by a supporting wall (thickness 0.2 m) cut into the mainland 
into two chambers. The diameter of the furnace hearth is 1.05 m, the height is 0.35 m, 
and the walls of the firing chamber are destroyed, but according to analogies, their 
height was not less than 0.4 m28. According to the peculiarities of the furnace design, 
the Choma object belongs to variant B of two-tiered kilns according to the 
classification of I. Gening29. More than 40 similar structures are known in the Upper 
Potyssia. Their appearance here dates back to the 3rd–2nd centuries BC and is 
associated with the Celts, and the bulk dates to the 3rd–4th centuries AD, with which 
the gray-clay ceramics of the Choma kiln (Fig. 4, 1-3) are synchronous. 

The fourth, most representative horizon of Choma is represented by 68 burials of 
nomads of the second half of the 10th century AD. All graves are oriented in the same 
way – northwest–southeast. Based on the topography of the burials (Fig. 5-7), it was 
established that the construction of the burial ground was mainly regular. According 

                                                
26 Котигорошко В.Г. Вопросы происхождения и этнокультурной принадлежности населения 
Верхнего Потисья римского времени… С. 234. 
27 Прохненко І.А. Кремаційні поховання… С. 317-318. 
28 Котигорошко В.Г. Гончарное производство в Верхнем Потисье ІІІ в. до н.э. – IV в. н.э. 
Východoslovenský pravek (Košice). 1993. Vol. IV. C. 149. 
29 Henning J. Entwicklungstendenzen der Keramikproduktion an der mittleren und unteren Donau im 1. 
Jahrtausend u.Z. Zeitschrift für Archäologie. 1977. Bd. 11. S. 181-206. 
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to the inventory, a number of graves without grave goods, a number of women’s 
graves with a small number of accompanying items, and separate rows of wealthy 
individuals stand out. In combination with data from burial monuments from other 
sites of the Upper Potyssia30, this indicates the social stratification of Hungarian 
society. Against the background of burials with a relatively poor inventory, the graves 
of horsemen, who represented the military aristocracy, stand out noticeably (Fig. 8). 
They were the ones who could afford to take into the afterlife not only a bow and 
quiver with arrows (the main weapon of a nomad), but also a saber, broadsword, or 
sword. 

When analyzing the burial ritual of the Choma burial ground, attention is drawn to 
the unusual position of the hands of the buried (crossed on the chest) in individual 
graves (65, 67, 68, and others). Also, a small amount of accompanying inventory is 
attested here. It is not excluded that in this case there is a manifestation of the 
influence of Christianity. At the turn of the 10th and 11th centuries AD, the adoption of 
a monotheistic religion is recorded, which led to a gradual change in the burial ritual. 
The graves ceased to contain the accompanying personal inventory of the deceased, 
manifestations of the funeral meal, and the ritual of placing horse remains in burials 
disappeared, that is, everything that was characteristic of pagan nomads. It should 
also be noted here that the hands of the deceased laid on the chest are a phenomenon 
characteristic of Byzantine (Eastern) Christians31. 

Mapping the locations of burials of the 10th century AD with crossed arms of the 
dead in the Carpathian–Danubian area (concentration in the south and partly in the 
northeast) allows us to assume the possibility of the influence of the canons of the 
eastern branch of Christianity on the pagan population of Transcarpathia at that time, 
but the degree of intensity of this influence remains unclear. 

The Choma necropolis of nomads, unlike single burials or their groups in the 
region (Solomonovo, Mala Hora in Berehove, Svaliava, and Zemplín), characterizes 
not only the process of penetration, but also the settlement of nomads during their 
advance to the Carpathian–Danubian basin. The mass material of the burials obtained 
during the excavations is represented mainly by jewelry and weapons, which are well 
known in the burial complexes of Southeastern Europe of the 10th century AD32. 
Analogies to the bulk of finds from the western part of the Upper Potyssia and the 
middle reaches of the river allow us to characterize the Choma burial ground as a 
monument of the 10th – early 11th centuries AD33. 

The fifth chronological horizon of Choma is represented by two objects of semi-
dugout construction: a dwelling and a building. 

Dwelling 2. In plan, it is amorphous in shape, oriented along the major axis from 
northeast to southwest. Its dimensions are 6×2.8-3.6 m. The main part (4×1.8-2.6 m) 
is sunk into the mainland by 0.45 m. A series of remains adjoin the northern and 
northwestern walls. The southern part of the floor is cut by a pit 0.35 m deep. 

Dwelling 2. In plan, it is amorphous in shape, oriented along the major axis from 
northeast to southwest. Its dimensions are 6×2.8-3.6 m. The main part (4×1.8-2.6 m) 

                                                
30 Kobály J. Néhány adat Kárpáyalja honfoglalás és Árpad-kori leleteiről…Old. 197-224. 
31 Selmeczi L. A Négyszállási jász temető (Előzetes közlés az 1980. évi feltárásról). Communicationes 
archeologicae Hungariae (Budapest). 1981. Old. 178. 
32 Балагури Э.А., Фодор И. Раскопки могильника… С. 175-178. 
33 Istvánovits E. A rétköz honfoglalás és Árpad-kori emlékanyaga. Nyíregyháza, 2003.  
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is sunk into the mainland by 0.45 m. A series of remains adjoin the northern and 
northwestern walls. The southern part of the floor is cut by a pit 0.35 m deep. 

A single-tiered adobe stove was located near the northeastern wall. In plan, it is 
sub-trapezoidal in shape, measuring 1.6×1 m, with a mouth 0.7 m wide. The floor and 
walls are coated with a layer of clay 0.05-0.07 m thick and burned to a red color. The 
walls were preserved to a height of 0.1-0.15 m. The remains of the second furnace in 
the form of a burnt hearth were registered 1.2 m west of the first. In plan, it has the 
same shape; the dimensions are smaller (0.8×0.7 m). Two pillar pits, with diameters 
of 0.2 and 0.4 m and a depth of 0.2-0.3 m, adjoined the corners of the northeastern 
part of the main residential pit (Fig. 9). The filling of the dwelling contained highly 
humus-rich soil with a significant content of fragments of wheel-thrown pottery and 
animal bones (Fig. 10-11). 

Building 1. In plan, it is rectangular (1.7-2×0.6-0.9 m), oriented along the major 
axis from north to south. The depth is 0.4 m. The filling consisted of highly humus-
rich soil with fragments of wheel-thrown pottery (Fig. 12). 

The ceramics of the objects of the fifth horizon of Choma are made of well-worn 
clay paste with a large admixture of fine-grained sand; the firing is good, and the 
surface is gray and brown in color34. It represents vessels; with the exception of a 
fragment of a lid (Fig. 11, 23), the only form is a pot. The finds are characterized by a 
profiled rim (diameter 11-23 cm), highly raised, well-defined shoulders, and a 
rounded or oval body. In a number of cases, the body is decorated with wavy and 
horizontal lines, less often with comb-shaped motifs. In some cases, stamps in the 
form of a star, a rectangle with a dot inscribed in it, and swastikas are applied to the 
bottoms of the vessels (Fig. 10-12). 

Ceramics similar in shape and profiling to the Choma rimmed pottery in regions 
adjacent to the Upper Potyssia date to the 10th–11th centuries AD35. This allows us to 
attribute dwelling 2, located in the nomad burial ground, to this same period. The 
overlap between burial 68 and dwelling 2 also indicates the arrival of a new 
population in the region at this time and the departure or death of people who buried 
their relatives in the Choma necropolis at the end of the 10th century AD. Only in this 
way can we explain the placement of a dwelling with material that is almost 
synchronous in date within the burial ground. Such stratigraphy, taking into account 
the obligatory existence of a time hiatus between the laying of these objects, allows us 
to limit the date of the functioning of the dwelling to the end of the 11th century AD. 

Given a relatively strict date for the object’s existence, let us turn to the analysis of 
its heating structure. Similar to those found in the dwelling, two stoves are widely 
known at sites of the 10th–12th centuries AD. For the first time, such stoves were 
investigated at the settlement of Tysalok-Razom and attributed to non-residential 

                                                
34 Прохненко І.А, Костак І.В. Кераміка Чомського археологічного комплексу як індикатор 
хронології міграційних процесів на території Закарпаття в добу середньовіччя. Фортеця: збірник 
заповідника Тустань. Львів: PROSTIR-M, 2024. Кн. 6. С. 48-69. 
35 Охріменко Г.В., Кучінко М.М, Кубицька Н.В. Розвиток керамічного виробництва на Волині: 
(Археологічний, етнографічний, мистецький аспекти). Луцьк: Волинська обласна друкарня, 2003. 
Рис. 4.5; Кучінко М.М. Нариси стародавньої і середньовічної історії Волині (від палеоліту до 
середини XIV ст.). Луцьк, 1994. Рис. 31; Кучінко М.М. Волинська земля Х – середини XIV ст.: 
археологія та історія. Луцьк: Редакційно-видавничий відділ «Вежа» Волинського держ. ун-ту 
ім. Лесі Українки, 2002. Рис. 26. 
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objects36. The author of the excavations, I. Meri, noted that these structures are 
characterized by larger sizes than the stoves of dwellings. They are always 
accompanied by semi-dugouts but are built separately from them, and for the 
construction of such stoves, a pit from destroyed buildings buried in the ground was 
used37. I. Fodor, after analyzing eastern analogies to stoves of this type, came to the 
conclusion that it was from the Slavic world that the traditions of residential 
construction of settled nomads were adopted38. This is confirmed by the presence of 
similar structures with ovens, which are identified as farm buildings in settlements of 
Volyn near the city of Lutsk, where they date to the 9th–10th centuries AD39. A 
characteristic feature of these ovens is a blind area made of fragments of pottery 
under the hearth, which is absent in Choma. 

For the ethnic definition of the population that left the objects of the fifth horizon, 
there is not enough data yet. In general, and with regard to the attribution of the 
population of the 10th–11th centuries AD in the Carpathian–Danubian area, the 
monoethnic approach does not always work. Therefore, it is necessary to take into 
account the Slavic component in the territory of the Alföld, which later, together with 
the Hungarians, became the socio-economic base of the Hungarian Kingdom, and the 
presence of Hungarians and Pechenegs in predominantly Slavic territories. Nomads 
easily came into contact with the substrate Slavic population of the Carpathian 
Basin40. 

Regarding the territory of the Upper Potyssia, E.A. Balaguri41 noted that in general 
terms the ethnic situation here may be similar to the ethnic situation of the Middle 
Ages in southwestern Slovakia, where Slavic and nomadic antiquities are recorded 
side by side and very often placed intermingled. 

 
CONCLUSIONS 

During field research by the expeditions of Kemerovo State University (headed by 
V. Bobkov) (1986-1987) and Uzhhorod State University (1993-1994, 1996-1999) on 
the territory of the Choma archaeological complex, objects were discovered 
(dwellings 1-2, building, pottery kiln, cremation (I-II) and inhumation (1-68) burials) 
of five time periods: 1) the Late Bronze Age (dwelling 1); 2) the end of the 
2nd century AD (Germanic cremation burials I-II); 3) the 3rd–4th centuries AD (pottery 
kiln); 4) the second half of the 10th–11th centuries AD (68 nomad burials); 5) the 
second half of the 11th–12th centuries AD (dwelling 2, building 1). 

The early horizon of the site’s settlement is represented by dwelling 1 of the 
classical phase of the Gava culture (10th–8th centuries BC). The second layer of Choma is 
represented by two cremation burials located on the edge of the tract in the immediate 

                                                
36 Méri I. Árpád-kori szabadban levő kemencék. Archaeologiai Értesitő (Budapest). 1963. Vol. 90 (2). 
Old. 273-281; Méri I. Egy Árpád-kori magyar falu leletmentő ásatása Tiszalök-Rázom, 1950-1953. 
Opuscula Hungarica (Budapest). 2000. Old. 20-85, 93-95, 97-146. 
37 Méri I. Árpád-kori szabadban levő kemencék… Old. 280. 
38 Фодор И. Восточные параллели печей вне жилищ на древневенгерских поселениях. Acta 
archaeologica Academiae scientiarum Hungaricae (Budapest). 1986. Vol. XXXVIII (1-2). С. 192. 
39 Кучера М.П. Поселення волинян на околиці м. Луцька. Археологія (Київ). 1975. № 15. С. 98-104. 
40 Халикова Е.А. Ранневенгерские памятники Нижнего Прикамья и Приуралья. Советская 
археология. 1976. № 3. С. 146. 
41 Балагури Э.А. Актуальные вопросы древней истории венгров в свете новейших исследований. 
Acta Hungarica (Ужгород). 1992. № 1. С. 96. 
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vicinity of the Sip stream. Inventory: fibula, part of a buckle, crutch, knife fragments, 
rings, a number of non-diagnostic items, a hand-molded bowl, and a spindle whorl. The 
third chronological horizon of the site in the Sip Hát tract is distinguished based on a 
two-tiered pottery kiln. The fourth, most representative horizon of Choma is 
represented by the burials of nomads of the second half of the 10th–11th centuries AD. 
All graves are oriented the same way – northwest-southeast. Based on the topography 
of the burials, it was established that the construction of the burial ground was mainly 
regular. According to the inventory, a number of graves without grave goods, a number 
of women’s graves with a small number of accompanying items, and separate rows of 
wealthy individuals are distinguished. The fifth chronological horizon of Choma is 
represented by two objects of semi-dugout construction: a dwelling and a building of 
the second half of the 11th–12th centuries AD. 

The main attention of the researchers was directed to the study of the antiquities 
of nomads, whose history is connected with important issues of the formation of the 
early state in the Carpathian–Danubian area – the Hungarian Kingdom and the 
organization of its northeastern counties. Much less attention was paid to other 
cultural horizons, which demonstrate the periodicity of the settlement of the lands of 
modern Transcarpathia in different historical periods. In a broader sense, they 
demonstrate the main outline of the ‘pulsating migration’ to the region of the Upper 
Potyssia of ethnic groups of Thracians, Germans, Pechenegs, and multicultural 
populations, who founded a settlement on the site of the nomadic burial ground. The 
gaps between different waves of new settlers characterize the peculiarity of the 
process of settling the territory of the ‘fertile triangle’ (Beregove, Mukachevo, 
Vynohradiv), which reveals weak contacts between different peoples due to the low 
density of the local population. As a result, we can speak of the reference character of 
the vertical stratigraphy of the monument near the Sip stream in the Berehove 
district as a catalyst for general processes in the microregion. At present, given the 
materials from adjacent sites, we can speak of an inevitable intensification of the 
influx of new population groups into this place in the Late Bronze Age, Roman times, 
and the Middle Ages. 
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Fig. 1. Choma. Situational plan of the excavations 
(author I. Prokhnenko) 
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Fig. 2. Choma. Plan, sections and inventory of dwelling 1 
(author I. Prokhnenko) 
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Fig. 3. Choma. Inventory of burial I 
(author I. Prokhnenko) 
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Fig. 4. Choma. Plan, sections and inventory of the furnace 1 
(author I. Prokhnenko) 
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Fig. 5. Choma. Research plan of the Kemerovo State University expedition 
(author I. Prokhnenko) 
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Fig. 6. Choma. Plan of excavation 1 of the Kemerovo State University expedition. 
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Fig. 7. Choma. Plan of excavation 1 of the Uzhhorod State University expedition 
(author I. Prokhnenko) 
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Fig. 8. Choma. Plan and inventory of burial 3 
(materials of the Kemerovo State University expedition) 
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Fig. 9. Choma. Plan and sections of dwelling 2 

(author I. Prokhnenko) 
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Fig. 10. Choma. Ceramic inventory of dwelling 2 
(author I. Prokhnenko) 
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Fig. 11. Choma. Ceramic inventory of dwelling 2 
(author I. Prokhnenko) 



MEDIEVAL HISTORY 325 

 

 
Fig. 12. Choma. Plan, section and inventory of building 1 

(author I. Prokhnenko) 


