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ABSTRACT

The purpose of the research paper is to identify, describe, and characterize the cultural
and chronological horizons of the Choma archaeological complex, located in the Berehove
District of the Transcarpathian Region, in the northern part of the Szipa Hat tract (in
Hungarian, ‘Sipa Hill’). Given the key status of the monument, this study is important for
historical reconstructions of settlement processes in the northeastern part of the Verkhnyotis
historical and geographical region in antiquity and the Middle Ages.

The scientific novelty. The attention of researchers of the Choma archaeological complex
since the beginning of its excavations in 1986 has been focused on the burials of the second
half of the 10t century AD as the key horizon of the monument, which were defined as Old
Hungarian without proper argumentation. Information on materials from other cultural and
chronological horizons, to the extended analysis of which this publication is devoted, was
introduced into scientific circulation in a fragmentary and cursory manner, and was
sometimes completely absent. As a result of the comprehensive examination, it was possible
not only to question the Hungarian attribution of the burial ground, but also to identify the
preceding antiquities of the Thracians and Germans, as well as the multicultural horizon of the
second half of the 11th-12th centuries AD, i.e., the time range after the period of the burials.

Conclusions. During the archaeological research of the expedition of Kemerovo State
University (headed by V. Bobkov) (1986-1987) and Uzhhorod State University (1993-1994,
1996-1999), objects (dwellings 1-2, building, pottery kiln, cremation (I-1I) and inhumation (1-
68) burials) of five time periods were discovered: 1) Late Bronze Age (dwelling 1); 2) end of
the 2nd century AD (Germanic cremation burials I-1I); 3) 3rd-4th centuries AD (pottery kiln);
4) second half of the 10th-11th centuries AD (68 burials of nomads); 5) second half of the 11th-
12th centuries AD (dwelling 2, building 1).

The early horizon of the site’s occupation is represented by a dwelling of the 1st classical
phase of the Gava culture (10%-8th centuries BC). The second Choma layer is represented by
two cremation burials located on the outskirts of the tract in the immediate vicinity of the Sip
stream. The third chronological horizon of the site in the Szipa Hat tract is distinguished on
the basis of a two-tiered pottery kiln. The fourth, most representative horizon of Choma,
represents the burials of nomads of the second half of the 10t-11t centuries AD. All graves
are oriented in the same way - northwest-southeast. Based on the topography of the burials, it
was established that the cemetery was mainly laid out in a regular pattern. The fifth
chronological horizon of Choma is represented by two objects of semi-dugout construction: a
dwelling and a building of the second half of the 11th-12th centuries AD.

Keywords: Upper Potyssia, Choma archaeological complex, Thracians, Gava culture,
Germans, necropolis, nomads, Middle Ages, ceramics
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AHOTALIA

Memorto docaiddiceHHs € BUAINEHHS, OIUC | XapaKTEPUCTHKA KYJIbTYPHO-XPOHOJIOTIYHUX
ropu3oHTIiB YOMCBKOro apxeoJIoriYyHOr0 KOMILJIEKCY, po3MilieHoro y beperiBcbkoMy paioHi
3akaprnaTcbKoi 06J1acTi, y niBHiUHIN yacTuHi ypouunia Cina Xat (3 yropcbkoi MoBH - «Ilarop6
Cima»). 3Bakalo4yu Ha KJIIOYOBUM CTATYC MaM’sTKHU [/ iCTOPUYHUX PEKOHCTPYKIiH MporieciB
3aceJieHHS MiBHIYHO-CXiJHOI YaCTUHU BepXHbOTHUCHKOI0 iCTOpUKO-reorpadiyHOro perioHy B
JlaBHUHY Ta JA00y cepelHbOBIUYSl TNOCTaBJeHI 3aBJaHHS KOHKpeTH3alil 0co6JMBOCTEH
MaTepiaJbHOI KYJbTYPH KOXKHOTO0 3i cTpaTUrpadivHO BUAIIEHUX TOPU3OHTIB /AJ1s1 YTOYHEHHS
eTHiYHOI Ta MJieMiHHOI aTpuUOyILili KOJEKTHBIB, ki cpopMyBau LiJMICHICTD KyJIbTYpPHOTO
ulapy Ha JaHii Jokauii.

Haykoea Hosu3Ha. YBara A0caiiHUKIB YOMCBKOro apxeoJoriyHoro komiiekcy 3 1986 p.
3BOJMJIacs [0 BHBYEHHS 3aXOpoHeHb Jpyroi mosoBuHH 10 cT.H.e, sIKi 6e3 HaIeXHOI
apryMeHTanil BU3HavyaJrcs sIK JaBHbOYTropchbki. @parmMeHTapHO Ta 6irJio 1o HAYKOBOI0 06iry
BBOAMJIACh, a iHoai B3araji BifAcyTHs1, iHdopMaLis mpo MaTepiasu IHIIUX KYyJbTypHO-
XPOHOJIOTIYHUX TOPU30HTIB, PO3LUIMPEHOMY aHaJIi3y SKHUX i MpUCBsYeHa AaHa my6Jiikaris. Y
pe3y/IbTaTi KOMILJIEKCHOTO PO3IJAAY BJAJOCA He TIJIBKU MOCTAaBUTH IiJi CYMHIB NUTaHHA
YropcbKoi aTpUbynil MOrMJIbHUKA, @ ¥ BUAIJIMTH Nepeayodi HoOMy CTapoXUTHOCTI ¢pakinLiB
i repMaHLiB, @ TAKOX MYJIbTUKYJbTYPHHUW FOPU30HT Jpyroi moysoBuHU 11-12 cT. H.e,, TO6TO
4acoBOr'0 Aiana3oHy mic/d nepiofy 3ak/jaJeHHA 10X0BaHb.

BucHosku. Y xoJi apxeoJIOTiYHUX AO0CJi/PKeHb ekcrneaulii KeMepoBCcbKOro Jiep>KaBHOTO
yHiBepcuTeTy (KepiBHUK B.Bo6koB) (1986-1987 pp.) Ta YXKropoAcbKoro [JepxaBHOTO
yHiBepcuTeTy (1993-1994, 1996-1999 pp.) BusiB/eHi 06’ekTH (kuTaa 1-2, 6yAiBJs, roHYapHa
niy, kpemaniini (I-1I) Ta inrymanidzi (1-68) moxoBaHHs) m'TH 4acoBUX 3pi3iB: 1) emoxu
Mi3HBOI 6poH3U (kuTJo 1); 2) KiHellb 2 CT. H.e. (TepMaHChKi KpeMariiiHi noxoBanHs I-11); 3) 3-
4 ct. H.e. (roHyapHa niv); 4) apyra nosoBuHa 10-11 cT. H.e. (68 moxoBaHb HOMaJAiB); 5) Apyra
nosioBuHa 11-12 cT. H.e. (kUTI0 2, 6y AiBas 1).

PaHHI/ TOpPW30OHT 3acejieHHS NaM ATKH NpeJCTaBJeHUH >XUTJOM 1 KjaacudHoi ¢asu
kysabTypu 'aBa (10-8 cT. o H.e.). [lpyruii map Yomu npeacTaBaeHU ABOMA TiJIONAJbHUMHU
MMOXOBAaHHSIMH, PO3MillleHUMU Ha OKpaiHi ypouuiia y 6e3nocepefHii 6J1M3bKOCTI Bij moTiuka
Cima. TpeTiii XpoHOJIOTIYHHUM FOPU3OHT NMaM’ATKU B ypouuini Cina XaT BUAiIJIEeHUH Ha OCHOBI
roH4apHoi neyi JBosipycHoOl KOHCTPYKIii. YeTBepTHii, HAMOGi/IbII penpe3eHTOBAHUH TOPHU30HT
YoMy, npeAcTaBAdgI0Th NOXOBaHHA KOYiBHUKIB Apyroi nosoBuHHU 10-11 cT. H.e. Yci Moruau
OpieHTOBaHiI OJHAKOBO - MIiBHIYHMM 3axim - miBAeHHWM cxig. Ha ocHoBi Tomorpadii
pO3MillleHHs TOXOBaHb BCTAHOBJIEHO, 10 3a0yZ0Ba MOTMJbHHKA OyJsa IMEepeBaKHO Psi0Ba.
[I'atuii  XpoHOJIOTIYHWK  Tropu3oHT YoMH  mpeAcCTaBJeHHH  JABOMa  00’€KTaMu
HarmiB3eMJISTHKOBOI KOHCTPYKL{i: )KUTJIOM i 6yAiBJsiero Apyroi nosoBuHu 11-12 cT. H.€.

Kawuoei cnoea: BepxHe Ilotuccs, YoMCbKHUUM apxXeoJIOTIYHUM KOMILIEKC, ¢pakiinii,
KyJbTypa [aBa, repMaHlii, HEKpOI10Jib, KOUiBHUKH, CEpeIHbOBIYY4, KeEpaMiKa
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INTRODUCTION

Research on antiquities in the northeastern part of the Verkhnyotis historical and
geographical region (the Transcarpathian Region of Ukraine) has today allowed us to
outline the basic development of the region’s population in antiquity and the Middle
Ages. One of the reference monuments for historical reconstructions was the Choma
archaeological complex (Berehove District), located on the western outskirts of the
village in the northern part of the Szipa Hat tract (from Hungarian - ‘Sipa Hill’) (Fig. 1).

The purpose of the study is to identify, describe, and characterize the cultural and
chronological horizons of the Choma archaeological complex. Given the key status of
the monument, this study is important for historical reconstructions of settlement
processes in the northeastern part of the Verkhnyotis historical and geographical
region in antiquity and the Middle Ages. Accordingly, the tasks included specifying
the features of the material culture of each of the stratigraphically identified horizons
in order to clarify the ethnic and tribal attributions of the collectives that formed the
integrity of the cultural layer at this location.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The materials discovered during the excavations of the Choma archaeological
complex have not yet been properly reflected in the scientific literature, despite the
considerable time (40 years) that has passed since the beginning of large-scale
scientific research. The primary sources are the reports on field archaeological work
carried out by the expeditions of Kemerovo State University and Uzhhorod State
University. It should be noted that the report on the 1987 excavations of the
monument is missing.

The vast majority of publications focus exclusively on materials from the ‘Old
Hungarian’ horizon (V.A. Bobkov?, E.A. Balaguriz, Ya.A. Aleshkevychs,
V.G. Kotygoroshko4, B.Keish5, Y.V.Kobals, and others), but due to insufficient
documentation, there are significant gaps and inaccuracies in these articles. First and
foremost, this concerns the horizontal and vertical stratigraphy of the entire complex,
as well as the in-depth analysis of specific features. As a rule, only individual burial
complexes of nomads and their associated material assemblages are presented, without
a thorough examination of the distinctive characteristics of funerary practices.

1 bo6kos B.A. O BpeMeHHU 3acesieHusi BeHrpamu Bepxuero Ilotuceks. Acta Hungarica (Yxropog). 1992.
Ne1.C.117-119.

2 baaaeypu 3.A. AKTya/IbHbIEe BOIIPOCHI peBHEW HCTOPHUU BEHTPOB B CBeTe HOBEHIINX HCCIeZl0BaHUH.
Acta Hungarica (Yxropon). 1992. Ne 1. C. 94-97. Basaeypu 3.A. Hacenenue Bepxnero [loTHchsa B anoxy
6poH3bl. Yxkropog, 2001.

3 Anewkesuu A.A. 06psif NMoXoBaHHA yropuiB i3 kKoHeM (3a MaTepiajoM YOMCBKOrO MOTHJIbHHKA).
Carpatica - Kapnamuka. Cmapoxcumuocmi Bepxnvozo [lomuccsi ma cymixncHux pezionis. Yxxropog, 1998.
Bum. 5. C. 201-204.

4+ Komuzopowko B.I. Bonpocbkl HPOUCXOXKJEHHUs M 3THOKYJbTYPHOH NPUHAJJEKHOCTH HaceseHUs
Bepxnero [loTHcba puMckoro BpeMeHHu. Joucmopuieckoe u paHHeucmopuieckoe 3acesneHue BocmoyHoli
Cnosakuu 8 OMHOWEHUU K CMEeXCHbIM 06s1acmsimM: MaTepHuasbl MexzayHap. KoHd. (Hutpa, 26-30 ceHT.
1983 r.). Hutpa: Un-T apxeosoruu CioBankod AH B Hutpe, 1986. C.227-238; Komuzopowko B.I.
l'onyapHoe npousBozacTBo B BepxHeM Ilotucse 11 B. fo H.3. - [V B. H.3. Vychodoslovensky pravek (KoSice).
1993.Ne1V. C. 143-156.

5 Kész B. A honfoglalas kori magyarok emlékei karpataljan. Kdrpdtaljai szemle. 1993. Ne 1. Old. 14-15.

6 Kobdly . Néhany adat Karpayalja honfoglalds és Arpad-kori leleteir6l. A Nyiregyhdzi Jé6sa Andrds
miuizeum Evkényve (Nyiregyhaza). 2001. Ne XLIIL Old. 197-224.
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Representatives of the Research Institute of Carpathian Studies of the State Higher
Educational Institution ‘Uzhhorod National University’ have attempted in recent
decades to restore information on all cultural and chronological horizons using
archival materials. Still, here too, we note a specific fragmentation and a lack of a
comprehensive approach. Only individual elements of the material culture of the
inhabitants of the Choma archaeological complex have been analyzed, including
Thracian, Germanic, and ‘Hungarian’ objects and layers of the settlement that covered
the horizon of burials in the second half of the 11th-12th centuries AD. Furthermore,
having specified the principal burial horizon, I. Prokhnenko? raised the question of
revising its ethnic attribution from Hungarian to Pecheneg. However, a final
resolution of this issue requires a more precise chronological clarification of all
complexes, as well as a detailed analysis of the cultural origin of the closest and most
reliable parallels. One of the most recent articles by I. Prokhnenko, co-authored with
S. Al Halabi and A. Tiirk, is devoted to the dating of the dirham from Chomas.

GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE NECROPOLIS

The burials of the necropolis, from which the study of the location began, are
located 600-700 m east of Houses NeN2 27 and 29 on Sandor Pet6fi Street in this
settlement and 800 m northeast of the secondary school, on an arable field. In 1985,
during reconnaissance in the Berehove District of the Transcarpathian Region of
Ukraine, the archaeological expedition of Kemerovo State University (headed by
V.A. Bobkov) received information from local residents that, during the construction
of a collective farm wine cellar in 1959, diggers had discovered the burial of a nomad.
The found iron stirrups, bit, ‘sword’, arrowheads, and a whole horse skeleton were
transferred to the local school museum, where they were eventually lost®.

This information became the basis for conducting fieldwork by the expedition of
Kemerovo State University in 1986-1987, during which 28 underground burials??, a
dwelling, and a pottery kiln were discovered. The documentation and excavation
materials were taken to Kemerovo, and only in the 1990s was a small part of the

7 [IpoxHeHko H.A. [lupxeMbl B KOHTEKCTe IIJIEMEHHOH aTpUOyLMH KOYEBHUYECKUX JApeBHOCTEN
KapnaTtckoro apeasia X B.H.3. Identitdti culturale locale si regionale in context European. Studii de
arheologie si antropologie istoricd. In memoriam Alexandri V. Matei. Cluj-Napoca, 2010. C. 635-640;
IIpoxHeHko LA. «YcTpeMuLIaca 4yepech ropbl BeJIMKHS U IoYallla BOeBaTH Ha »KUBYLIAsk TY CJOBBHU...»:
JiereH/ia Ipo nepecesieHHs yropuiB BoxzsA Anmoiua 3a Kapnatu yepe3 Bepeubkuiil nepeBaJt. Ykpaitcbka
eyneapucmuka (Yxropox). 2019. Bum. 1. C.6-26; [IpoxHenko L.A. Hacenenusa 3axapnattsa VI-X cT.:
KOHQUKT iHdopManii MucbMOBHX MKepes 3 JaHUMHU apxeoJoril. @opmeys: 36ipHUK 3anogidHuka
Tycmanws. JIbBiB: [IPOCTIP-M, 2022. Ku. V. C. 10-51; IIpoxHeHko L.A. Mirpauiiisi nponecu Ha TepuTtopii
3akapnaTTs B f06y cepeJHbOBIYYs. [denmuyHocmi 8 ymosax nozpaHuuysi. Matepianu II-{ mixkHapozgHoi
HaykoBol koH¢epeHuil (Yxropoa, 9-10motoro 2023 p.). Yxkropog, 2024. C.30-47; IIpoxHenko HA,
Kaaunuuenko B.A. 3aBoeBaHMe BeHrpaMu BOX/[s AJIMoOIIAa CJIaBSHCKOTO KHsbKecTBa Ayku Jla6opua -
peanbHast ucropus HaceseHus Bepxnero IloTuces koHua IX - Havyasa X BB.H.3. WIM O4yepesHOU
pervoHaabHbIM Mud? Eduyuja Jyxopcka umeruja. 38e3de Had Jyxopom. TemaTcku 360pHUK. CBOjHOBO-
Kpywesar, 2020. C. 193-204.

8 Al Halabi S., Tiirk A., Prohnenko I. Adatok a honfoglalas... Old. 293-300.

9 bo6kos B.A. OTuéT 0 pa3Bejkax B beperosckom u MykadeBckoM paiioHax 3akapnaTckoi obsactu YCCP
B 1985 rogy. KemepoBo, 1986; bo6kog B.A. OT4éT 0 packonkax 6e3KypraHHOro MOTWJIbHMKA y ceJia
Yoma BeperoBckoro paiioHa 1 pa3Be/ikax Ha TeppuTopuu 3akapnaTtckoi obsactu YCCP B 1986 roay no
oTKpbITOMYy JucTy N2 197/125. Kemeposo, 1987.

10 Fo6kos B.A. O BpeMeHU 3acesieHUs1 BeHrpamu BepxHero [loTuces... C. 117-119.
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burial inventory (without documentation) returned to Transcarpathia through the
efforts of 0.V. Dzembas1!.

In 1993-1994 and 1996-1999, excavations at the site were carried out by an
archaeological expedition of Uzhhorod State University. During the work, two
cremations and 40 inhumation burials, dwelling 2, and a building were discovered!2.
[t was established that in the Szipa Hat tract in the second half of the 10t century AD,
a soil burial ground functioned, consisting of at least 68 burials. The researchers’
attention was focused on these burials as a key horizon of the site, which they
identified as ‘Old Hungarian’, without proper argumentation!3. Much less information
was introduced into scientific circulation about materials from other cultural and
chronological horizons, the general analysis of which is the subject of this publication.

The objects discovered during the excavations of the Choma complex (dwellings 1-
2, building, pottery kiln, cremation (I-I[) and inhumation (1-68) burials) belong to
five time periods.

The early (first) horizon of the site’s settlement is represented by dwelling 1
(Fig. 2). It is subrectangular in plan, measuring 4x1.8-2.3 m. The walls are slightly
inclined to the floor and are 0.25-0.35 m deep into the mainland. The major axis of the
structure is oriented according to the cardinal points (west-east line). The bottom is
sloping, and the depth increases toward the hearth located near the northern wall.
The dimensions of the hearth are 1.6x1.2 m, and it is 0.35 m deep into the floor. The
dwelling was filled with fragments of 15 vessels (Fig. 2, 1-15), the shapes of which are
characteristic of the classical phase of the Gava culture (10-8 centuries BC)4.

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE BURIALS
The second chronological horizon of Choma is represented by two cremation
burials located on the edge of the tract in the immediate vicinity of the Sip stream.

with a diameter of 0.35m and a depth of 0.2m, 0.2 kg of bone remains were
recorded. The burial inventory consisted of a fibula, part of a buckle, crutches, knife
fragments, rings, a number of non-diagnostic items, a hand-molded bowl, and a

decoration in the area of the bow and catch-length: 2.6 cm (Fig. 3, 3). According to the
classification of O.Almgren, this clasp belongs to type 43. Similar fibulas were
widespread in the second half of the 2rd - early 3rd centuries AD in the environment of
various cultures of the Carpathian-Danubian area and regions north of it. They are

11 Kész B. A honfoglalds kori magyarok emlékei karpataljan... Old. 15; Kobdly J. Néhany adat Karpayalja
honfoglalas és Arpad-kori leleteirél... Old. 197-224.

12 banazypu 3.A., Komuzopowko B.I, IIpoxHenko HA. OT4éT O TNpPOBEJEHUU aAPXEOJIOTUYECKUX
UCCJIe[JOBAaHUM JIpeBHEBEHIepCKOro MOTrW/IbHMKAa Ha oOKpanHe c.Yoma Beperosckoro paiioHa
3akapnaTckoi obsactu Ykpaunsl B 1999 rogy. Yxkropog, 2000. The Scientific Archive of the Institute of
Archaeology, NAS of Ukraine. Fund 64 ‘®.e., File 1999/123. 29 c.

13 Basaeypu 3.A., Podop U. Packonky MOTUJIbHUKA EPHO/Aa MPUOGPETeHUSI BEeHTPaMU HOBOUM OTYM3HbBI B
c.Yoma, Beperosckoro paioHa 3akapnaTckoil o6Jactu. Carpatica - Kapnamuka. CmaposjcumHocmi
BepxHvozo I[Tomuccs ma cymisxcHux peziowis. Yxxroposa, 1998. Bun. 5. C. 175-178.

14 Banaeypu 3.A. Hacenenve Bepxuero [loTuchs B anoxy 6poH3sl. Yxkropog, 2001. C. 303, 305-311, 315,
puc. 97-102.
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known in the burials of Ochkov?s, Cacov (Slovakia)6, and other necropolises in
Slovakia and Hungary?’.

T. Kolnik attributes the fibulae from Ochkov to the earliest chronological horizon
of the burial ground, dating them to the end of the 2nd - beginning of the
3rd century AD18, The clasp from Cacov is distinguished by additional decoration with
silver foil and comes from a complex that included a coin of Hadrian (117-138 AD)?°.
The find belongs to the B2/C1 phase. T. Kolnik associates the appearance of fibulae of
type A43 in Slovakia with the movements of Germanic tribes during the
Marcomannic Wars. The researcher dated fibulae of this type to the third quarter of
the 2nd century AD20. Materials from the territory of Poland confirm this2t. According
to K. Godlowski, type A 43 fasteners were typical of women’s clothing?2. Burial I, near
the village of Choma, can also be classified as female based on the presence of a
spindle wheel in its complex23,

secondary firing. The rim is slightly bent, and the bottom is concave. The vessel is
ornamented with three vertical depressions. Product parameters: rim diameter -
13 cm; bottom diameter - 3 cm; height - 3.7 cm (Fig. 3, 1). Similar in shape and
ornamentation to black-polished molded bowls, but of a slimmer silhouette, are
known from Germanic burials of the late 2nd century AD, in particular from the
aforementioned Ca¢ov complex24, as well as from sites in Polandzs.

The stratigraphic features of the cremation burials near the village of Choma allow
us to attribute them to a single necropolis complex. Their relative poverty and
significant distance from one another indicate that these burials are located on the
periphery of the burial ground. The absence of other cremation burials in the Szipa
Hat tract gives reason to assume that the main part of the necropolis was located on
the left bank of the stream and has now been completely destroyed due to the

15 Kolnik T. Popolnicové pohrebisko z mladSej doby rimskej a pociatcu doby st'ahovania narodov v
Ockove pri Piest'anoch. Slovenskd archeoldgia (Bratislava). 1956. Vol. IV (2). S. 283, 287; obr. 9, 4; 185,
obr. 1, 1,4; Kolnik T. K typologii a chronologii niektorych spon z mladsej doby rimskej na juhozapadnom
Slovensku. Slovenskd archeoldgia (Bratislava). 1965. Vol. XIII (1). S. 183-236.

16 Kolnik T. K typologii a chronologii niektorych spon... S. 185, obr. 1, 2; Ondrouch V. Bohaté hroby z doby
rimskej na Slovensku. Novsie ndlezy. Bratislava, 1957.S. 55, 216-217; Tab. 13, 12a-12b; Godlowski K. The
chronology of the late roman and early migration periods in Central Europe. Krakow, 1970. P. 10;
TejralJ. Mahren und die markomannenkriege. Slovenskd archeolégia (Bratislava). 1983. Vol. XXXI (1).
Abb. 21, 5.

17 Kolnik T. K typologii a chronologii niektorych spon... S. 185, obr. 1, 5-6; lIpoxnenko L.A. Kpemauilini
noxoBaHHs 6i/1a cesla Yoma BeperiBcbkoro paioHy 3akapnaTcbkoi 06sacTi. Apxeos1oeiuHi docaiodsiceHHs
Jlvsiscbkozo yHisepcumemy. JIbBiB, 2004. Bum. 7. C. 315-316.

18 Kolnik T. Popolnicové pohrebisko z mladsej doby... S. 260, 283.

19 Ondrouch V. Bohaté hroby z doby rimskej na Slovensku... S. 62.

20 Kolnik T. K typologii a chronologii niektorych spon... S. 185.

21 Godlowski K. The chronology... PLI, 52; II, 41; 10; Godlowski K. Materialy do poznania kultury
przeworskiej na Gornym Slasku (czescIl). Materialy starozytne Iwczesnosredniowieczne. Warszawa,
1977.T.1V.S. 212-213, Taf. XLII, 5-6; Godlowski K. «Superiores barbari» und die markomannenkriege im
lichte archaologischer quellen. Slovenskd archeoldgia (Bratislava). 1984. Vol. XXXII (2). S. 337, Abb. 5, 6.
22 Godlowski K. Materialy do poznania kultury... S. 234-235.

23 PukmaH 3.A. ITHHYecKas UcTopus HaceseHus [logHecTpoBba M npuierawilero IloayHaBbs B nepBbIX
BeKax Haulel apbl. MockBa, 1975; [IpoxHenko I.A. KpemaniiiHi noxoBaHHs... C. 315-319.

24 Ondrouch V. Bohaté hroby z doby rimskej na Slovensku... S. 60, Tab. 15.

25 Tejral J. Mahren und die markomannenkriege... Abb. 17, 14; Godlowski K. The chronology... PL. 1, 8, 13;
II, 41.
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construction of an asphalt road and a reservoir. The only source for dating and
determining the ethnicity of the inhabitants of the second horizon is the material
complex of burial I.

The analysis of this complex allows us to link the cremation burials near the village
of Choma with the Germanic ethnic group, in particular the Vandals, and to date them
to the last quarter of the 2nd century AD. The proposed interpretation is consistent
with historical events in the Upper Potyssia, primarily the movements of tribes,
including Germanic military units, during the Marcomannic Wars, and is also
supported by materials from archaeological sites in Transcarpathia, particularly the
military burials of the late 2nd century AD. As of today, except for burials, the presence
of the carriers of the Przeworsk culture in this territory is evidenced only by ceramic
materials from several settlements, in particular, isolated fragments of pottery from
the sites of Korytniany I, Matievo, Osii, and Vuzlove2s,

The exceptions are two buildings in the settlement near the village of Bucha,
where Germanic ceramics (about 95%) significantly prevail over Thracian ceramics.
It should also be noted that the relatively short distance between the settlement in
Bucha (now a microdistrict of the city of Berehove) and the burials near the village of
Choma is about 3 km. The mentioned sites testify to the penetration and settlement of
the Germanic population in the Thracian autochthonous environment. During the
period of Germanic migrations, significant economic shifts in the development of the
local Thracian substratum took place, in particular, the restoration of trade relations
in the 3rd century AD, which is confirmed by the establishment of a large pottery
production center in Beregshuran-Luzhanka (Astei), located approximately 5km
from Choma and Bucha?’.

It is with this production that the pottery kiln of the Choma complex is associated,
which characterizes the monument’s third chronological horizon in the Szipa Hat
tract. The kiln has a two-tiered structure (Fig. 4). The mouth opened into the kiln pit.
The furnace is divided by a supporting wall (thickness 0.2 m) cut into the mainland
into two chambers. The diameter of the furnace hearth is 1.05 m, the height is 0.35 m,
and the walls of the firing chamber are destroyed, but according to analogies, their
height was not less than 0.4 m28. According to the peculiarities of the furnace design,
the Choma object belongs to variantB of two-tiered kilns according to the
classification of 1. Gening?. More than 40 similar structures are known in the Upper
Potyssia. Their appearance here dates back to the 3rd-2nd centuries BC and is
associated with the Celts, and the bulk dates to the 3rd-4t centuries AD, with which
the gray-clay ceramics of the Choma kiln (Fig. 4, 1-3) are synchronous.

The fourth, most representative horizon of Choma is represented by 68 burials of
nomads of the second half of the 10th century AD. All graves are oriented in the same
way - northwest-southeast. Based on the topography of the burials (Fig. 5-7), it was
established that the construction of the burial ground was mainly regular. According

26 Komuzopowko B.I. Bonpocbl NpPOUCXOXKAEHUS U 3THOKYJbTYPHOH NPHHAJAJNEKHOCTU HaceJeHUs
Bepxuero IloTrcbs pumckoro BpeMeHH... C. 234.

27 [IpoxHerko I.A. Kpemauiiini noxoBanus... C. 317-318.

28 Komuzopowko B.I. Ton4yapHoe mnpousBoactBo B BepxHem Ilotucee IIIB. goH.a. - IVB.HO.
Vychodoslovensky pravek (Kosice). 1993. Vol. IV. C. 149.

29 Henning J. Entwicklungstendenzen der Keramikproduktion an der mittleren und unteren Donau im 1.
Jahrtausend u.Z. Zeitschrift fiir Archdologie. 1977. Bd. 11. S. 181-206.
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to the inventory, a number of graves without grave goods, a number of women'’s
graves with a small number of accompanying items, and separate rows of wealthy
individuals stand out. In combination with data from burial monuments from other
sites of the Upper Potyssia3), this indicates the social stratification of Hungarian
society. Against the background of burials with a relatively poor inventory, the graves
of horsemen, who represented the military aristocracy, stand out noticeably (Fig. 8).
They were the ones who could afford to take into the afterlife not only a bow and
quiver with arrows (the main weapon of a nomad), but also a saber, broadsword, or
sword.

When analyzing the burial ritual of the Choma burial ground, attention is drawn to
the unusual position of the hands of the buried (crossed on the chest) in individual
graves (65, 67, 68, and others). Also, a small amount of accompanying inventory is
attested here. It is not excluded that in this case there is a manifestation of the
influence of Christianity. At the turn of the 10th and 11th centuries AD, the adoption of
a monotheistic religion is recorded, which led to a gradual change in the burial ritual.
The graves ceased to contain the accompanying personal inventory of the deceased,
manifestations of the funeral meal, and the ritual of placing horse remains in burials
disappeared, that is, everything that was characteristic of pagan nomads. It should
also be noted here that the hands of the deceased laid on the chest are a phenomenon
characteristic of Byzantine (Eastern) Christians31.

Mapping the locations of burials of the 10t century AD with crossed arms of the
dead in the Carpathian-Danubian area (concentration in the south and partly in the
northeast) allows us to assume the possibility of the influence of the canons of the
eastern branch of Christianity on the pagan population of Transcarpathia at that time,
but the degree of intensity of this influence remains unclear.

The Choma necropolis of nomads, unlike single burials or their groups in the
region (Solomonovo, Mala Hora in Berehove, Svaliava, and Zemplin), characterizes
not only the process of penetration, but also the settlement of nomads during their
advance to the Carpathian-Danubian basin. The mass material of the burials obtained
during the excavations is represented mainly by jewelry and weapons, which are well
known in the burial complexes of Southeastern Europe of the 10th century AD32,
Analogies to the bulk of finds from the western part of the Upper Potyssia and the
middle reaches of the river allow us to characterize the Choma burial ground as a
monument of the 10th — early 11th centuries AD33.

The fifth chronological horizon of Choma is represented by two objects of semi-
dugout construction: a dwelling and a building.
northeast to southwest. Its dimensions are 6x2.8-3.6 m. The main part (4x1.8-2.6 m)
is sunk into the mainland by 0.45 m. A series of remains adjoin the northern and
northwestern walls. The southern part of the floor is cut by a pit 0.35 m deep.

northeast to southwest. Its dimensions are 6x2.8-3.6 m. The main part (4x1.8-2.6 m)

30 Kobdly J. Néhany adat Karpayalja honfoglalas és Arpad-kori leleteir6l...0ld. 197-224.

31 Selmeczi L. A Négyszallasi jasz temetd (El6zetes kozlés az 1980. évi feltarasrol). Communicationes
archeologicae Hungariae (Budapest). 1981. Old. 178.

32 Basaeypu 3.A., Podop H. Packonku MoruabHuKa... C. 175-178.

33 [stvdnovits E. A rétkoz honfoglalas és Arpad-kori emlékanyaga. Nyiregyhaza, 2003.
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is sunk into the mainland by 0.45 m. A series of remains adjoin the northern and
northwestern walls. The southern part of the floor is cut by a pit 0.35 m deep.

A single-tiered adobe stove was located near the northeastern wall. In plan, it is
sub-trapezoidal in shape, measuring 1.6x1 m, with a mouth 0.7 m wide. The floor and
walls are coated with a layer of clay 0.05-0.07 m thick and burned to a red color. The
walls were preserved to a height of 0.1-0.15 m. The remains of the second furnace in
the form of a burnt hearth were registered 1.2 m west of the first. In plan, it has the
same shape; the dimensions are smaller (0.8x0.7 m). Two pillar pits, with diameters
of 0.2 and 0.4 m and a depth of 0.2-0.3 m, adjoined the corners of the northeastern
part of the main residential pit (Fig. 9). The filling of the dwelling contained highly
humus-rich soil with a significant content of fragments of wheel-thrown pottery and
animal bones (Fig. 10-11).
axis from north to south. The depth is 0.4 m. The filling consisted of highly humus-
rich soil with fragments of wheel-thrown pottery (Fig. 12).

The ceramics of the objects of the fifth horizon of Choma are made of well-worn
clay paste with a large admixture of fine-grained sand; the firing is good, and the
surface is gray and brown in color34. It represents vessels; with the exception of a
fragment of a lid (Fig. 11, 23), the only form is a pot. The finds are characterized by a
profiled rim (diameter 11-23 cm), highly raised, well-defined shoulders, and a
rounded or oval body. In a number of cases, the body is decorated with wavy and
horizontal lines, less often with comb-shaped motifs. In some cases, stamps in the
form of a star, a rectangle with a dot inscribed in it, and swastikas are applied to the
bottoms of the vessels (Fig. 10-12).

Ceramics similar in shape and profiling to the Choma rimmed pottery in regions
adjacent to the Upper Potyssia date to the 10th-11th centuries AD35. This allows us to
attribute dwelling 2, located in the nomad burial ground, to this same period. The
overlap between burial 68 and dwelling 2 also indicates the arrival of a new
population in the region at this time and the departure or death of people who buried
their relatives in the Choma necropolis at the end of the 10t century AD. Only in this
way can we explain the placement of a dwelling with material that is almost
synchronous in date within the burial ground. Such stratigraphy, taking into account
the obligatory existence of a time hiatus between the laying of these objects, allows us
to limit the date of the functioning of the dwelling to the end of the 11th century AD.

Given a relatively strict date for the object’s existence, let us turn to the analysis of
its heating structure. Similar to those found in the dwelling, two stoves are widely
known at sites of the 10th-12th centuries AD. For the first time, such stoves were
investigated at the settlement of Tysalok-Razom and attributed to non-residential

34 [IpoxHenko L4, Kocmak LB. Kepamika YoMCBKOro apxeoJiOTiYHOI'O KOMILJIEKCY fK IHJMKaTOp
xpoHoJiorii MirpaniiHux npoueciB Ha TepuTopil 3aKkapnaTTs B 100y cepeAHbOBiUYA. Popmeys: 36ipHUK
3anosioHuka Tycmany. JIbBiB: PROSTIR-M, 2024. KH. 6. C. 48-69.

35 Oxpimenko I'B, Kyuinko M.M, Ky6uyvka H.B. P03BUTOK KepaMiuHOro BHUpOOHHUIITBAa Ha BosuHi:
(ApxeoJoriunu#,, eTHorpadiuHuH, MUcTenbKui acnekTH). Jlynbpk: BosinHcbKa o6J1acHa ApykapHs, 2003.
Puc. 4.5; Kyuinko M.M. Hapucu crapozsaBHboi i cepennboBiyHOi icTopii BosmHi (Bif maseosity o
cepeaunu XIV ct.). Jlyupk, 1994. Puc. 31; Kyuinko M.M. BosuHcbka 3emiust X - cepenunu XIV cT.:
apxeoJioris Ta ictopif. Jlynpk: PejakuifiHo-BuzaBHUYME Biagin «Bexa» BosMHCBKOro AepX. YH-TY
im. Jleci Ykpaiuky, 2002. Puc. 26.
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objects36, The author of the excavations, I. Meri, noted that these structures are
characterized by larger sizes than the stoves of dwellings. They are always
accompanied by semi-dugouts but are built separately from them, and for the
construction of such stoves, a pit from destroyed buildings buried in the ground was
used?’. I. Fodor, after analyzing eastern analogies to stoves of this type, came to the
conclusion that it was from the Slavic world that the traditions of residential
construction of settled nomads were adopted38. This is confirmed by the presence of
similar structures with ovens, which are identified as farm buildings in settlements of
Volyn near the city of Lutsk, where they date to the 9th-10th centuries AD39. A
characteristic feature of these ovens is a blind area made of fragments of pottery
under the hearth, which is absent in Choma.

For the ethnic definition of the population that left the objects of the fifth horizon,
there is not enough data yet. In general, and with regard to the attribution of the
population of the 10th-11th centuries AD in the Carpathian-Danubian area, the
monoethnic approach does not always work. Therefore, it is necessary to take into
account the Slavic component in the territory of the Alf6ld, which later, together with
the Hungarians, became the socio-economic base of the Hungarian Kingdom, and the
presence of Hungarians and Pechenegs in predominantly Slavic territories. Nomads
easily came into contact with the substrate Slavic population of the Carpathian
Basin*0,

Regarding the territory of the Upper Potyssia, E.A. Balaguri4! noted that in general
terms the ethnic situation here may be similar to the ethnic situation of the Middle
Ages in southwestern Slovakia, where Slavic and nomadic antiquities are recorded
side by side and very often placed intermingled.

CONCLUSIONS

During field research by the expeditions of Kemerovo State University (headed by
V. Bobkov) (1986-1987) and Uzhhorod State University (1993-1994, 1996-1999) on
the territory of the Choma archaeological complex, objects were discovered
(dwellings 1-2, building, pottery kiln, cremation (I-II) and inhumation (1-68) burials)
of five time periods: 1)the Late Bronze Age (dwelling1); 2)the end of the
2nd century AD (Germanic cremation burials I-11); 3) the 3rd-4th centuries AD (pottery
kiln); 4) the second half of the 10th-11th centuries AD (68 nomad burials); 5) the
second half of the 11th-12th centuries AD (dwelling 2, building 1).

The early horizon of the site’s settlement is represented by dwelling 1 of the
classical phase of the Gava culture (10t-8th centuries BC). The second layer of Choma is
represented by two cremation burials located on the edge of the tract in the immediate

36 Méri . Arpad-kori szabadban levé kemencék. Archaeologiai Ertesitd (Budapest). 1963. Vol. 90 (2).
01d. 273-281; Méril. Egy Arpad-kori magyar falu leletment§ asatisa Tiszalok-Razom, 1950-1953.
Opuscula Hungarica (Budapest). 2000. Old. 20-85, 93-95, 97-146.

37 Méri I. Arpad-Kkori szabadban levé kemencék... Old. 280.

38 @odop U. BocTouyHble mMapasjenyd Nededl BHe >KWIMI Ha JpeBHEBEHTepCKUX IocesieHUsX. Acta
archaeologica Academiae scientiarum Hungaricae (Budapest). 1986. Vol. XXXVIII (1-2). C. 192.

39 Kyuepa M.II. IlocesleHHs1 BOJIMHSH Ha oKoJiuIi M. Jlynipka. Apxeosaozia (Kui). 1975. Ne 15. C. 98-104.

40 Xanukoea E.A. PaHHeBeHrepckue mnamaTHUKM HmxHero Ilpukamba u Ilpuypasnba. Cosemckas
apxeosozus. 1976. Ne 3. C. 146.

41 basnagypu 3.A. AKTyabHbIEe BONIPOCH] APeBHEN HCTOPUHM BEHTPOB B CBETe HOBEMIIMX HCCJIeZ,0BaHUM.
Acta Hungarica (Yxropog). 1992. Ne 1. C. 96.
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vicinity of the Sip stream. Inventory: fibula, part of a buckle, crutch, knife fragments,
rings, a number of non-diagnostic items, a hand-molded bowl, and a spindle whorl. The
third chronological horizon of the site in the Sip Hat tract is distinguished based on a
two-tiered pottery kiln. The fourth, most representative horizon of Choma is
represented by the burials of nomads of the second half of the 10t-11th centuries AD.
All graves are oriented the same way - northwest-southeast. Based on the topography
of the burials, it was established that the construction of the burial ground was mainly
regular. According to the inventory, a number of graves without grave goods, a number
of women'’s graves with a small number of accompanying items, and separate rows of
wealthy individuals are distinguished. The fifth chronological horizon of Choma is
represented by two objects of semi-dugout construction: a dwelling and a building of
the second half of the 11th-12th centuries AD.

The main attention of the researchers was directed to the study of the antiquities
of nomads, whose history is connected with important issues of the formation of the
early state in the Carpathian-Danubian area - the Hungarian Kingdom and the
organization of its northeastern counties. Much less attention was paid to other
cultural horizons, which demonstrate the periodicity of the settlement of the lands of
modern Transcarpathia in different historical periods. In a broader sense, they
demonstrate the main outline of the ‘pulsating migration’ to the region of the Upper
Potyssia of ethnic groups of Thracians, Germans, Pechenegs, and multicultural
populations, who founded a settlement on the site of the nomadic burial ground. The
gaps between different waves of new settlers characterize the peculiarity of the
process of settling the territory of the ‘fertile triangle’ (Beregove, Mukachevo,
Vynohradiv), which reveals weak contacts between different peoples due to the low
density of the local population. As a result, we can speak of the reference character of
the vertical stratigraphy of the monument near the Sip stream in the Berehove
district as a catalyst for general processes in the microregion. At present, given the
materials from adjacent sites, we can speak of an inevitable intensification of the
influx of new population groups into this place in the Late Bronze Age, Roman times,
and the Middle Ages.
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Fig. 1. Choma. Situational plan of the excavations
(author I. Prokhnenko)
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Fig. 2. Choma. Plan, sections and inventory of dwelling 1
(author I. Prokhnenko)
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Fig. 3. Choma. Inventory of burial I
(author L. Prokhnenko)

Eminak, 2026, 1 (53)
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(author L. Prokhnenko)
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(author L. Prokhnenko)
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Fig. 8. Choma. Plan and inventory of burial 3
(materials of the Kemerovo State University expedition)
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(author L. Prokhnenko)
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Fig. 12. Choma. Plan, section and inventory of building 1
(author I. Prokhnenko)



